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DEANERY OF SPARHAM. 
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>AOB. 


A1.DEBFOBD . 


RecUyry 


Windows; Font . 


65 


Bawdeswslll . 


>» 


See New Churches 




BII.I.IMOFOBD 


» 


Octagonal tower 


26 


BiHTBY 


» 


Stone Rood-screen 


30 


Bbahdebtok 


>» 


See Church Restoration 




Bti^auoh 


. Curacy 


Brasses .... 


20 


Elsino 


Rectory 


Stained glass ; ashlar-work ; font | 






cover .... 


16 


FoUI^HAJf 
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Clerestory in chancel ; sedilia 


41 


FOXI.BY 


»> 


Tower .... 


49 


Gbystwick 


Vicarage 


Font; north-east tower 


86 


GUIST 


»» 


Piscina .... 


37 


Heyebinoland 


Sequestration 


See Church Restoration 




HII.DEB8TON 


Vicarage 


Mural brass; sacristy . 


90 


Lyno 


Rectory 


Perpendicolar door . 


12 


MOBTON 


»> 


Ground plan 
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Beepham 


• • n 


Piscina; font; brasses; south 








tower .... 


74 


BiKGLAND . 


Vicarage 


Paintings; windows; roof . 
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Sall 


Rectory 


See Fhrilegium, and 


83 


Spabham 


»> 


Skeleton figures on rood-screen 


63 


SWANKINOTON . 




Sedilia; engaged tower ; chance 


I 






roof 


69 


Themblthobpe 


• >» 


Rood-screen (restored;) sedilia 46 | 


Thubnino 


• >j 




96 


TWYPOBD 


• »> 


Easter sepulchre; Norman re- 








mains .... 


33 


Westok 


»» 


Altar-slab with crosses ; screen 
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Whitwbll 


Viearage 


Tracery in some windows 


78 


WiTCHINOHAH MaG 


k . „ 


Altar-piece; font; confessional 


68 


WiTCHIHOHAM PaB 


Rectory 




62 


WOOD-DALLIHG 


Vicarage 


See Church Restoration 




WOODWOBTOH 


Rectory 


Gothic mural tablet; modem 




^ 




of rood-loft; font . 
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DEANERY OF TAVERHAM. 



Attlebbidoe 
Beeston JS. gdtUreti) 
Catton JS, J^fUnrgarrt 



Vicarage 



PAGE. 

115 



Early English chancel; relic 

Church ruinated 

Ancient pulpit; mural niche, 
external .... 156 

See New Churches 

Fenestella; rood-turret . 130 

Pure Early English details . 108 

Diversity of character in win- 
dows .... 119 

Piers, &c. of fine decorated 
character .... 125 

See New Churches 

Chantry chapel on north side 100 

Engaged Per. porch ; font and 
eagle; hagioscope . 104 

Abnormal exterior view ; Jaco- 
bean chapel . . .122 

Madonna and child; altar- 
plate .... 134 

Sancte-bell; hour-glass stand 137 

Ground plan; east window; 
recumbent effigies . . 147 

Font .... 151 

East window; chancel stalls: 
font .... 112 

Fine Norman doorway ; hagios- 
cope .... 141 



DEANERY OF INGWORTH. 



Cbostwick 
Dbayton 


Rectory 


Felthobpe . 




Fbettenham 


j> 


HAYNrOBD 


>» 


HOBSFOBD . 
HOBSHAM Jb. SSiiW» 


Vicarage 
Curacy 


Hobstead 


Rectory 


Rackheath 


» 


Salhouse 
Spixwobth 


Vicarage 
Rectory 


Spbowston . 
Tayebham 


Curacy 
Rectory 


Wboxham . 


Vicarage 



Alby 


Rectory 


Two credence-shelves over pis- 
cina; corbels . . . 173 


Aylsham . 


Vicarage 


See Florilegium 


Baconsthobpe 


Rectory 


Elaborate Per. niche in chancel 166 


Banninoham 


» 


See Church Restoration 


Babninoham Pab. . 




Death with hour-glass over le- 
gend on pue . 165 


Beckham (West) . 


Curacy 


Fragments of elegant tracery 
in chancel . .168 


Belaugh 


Rectory 


Rood-screen; font . . 194 


Blicklino 


» 


Altar-tomb; brasses . . 218 


BOOTON 




Ancient brick-work in priesfs 
door .... 210 


Bbampton • 


» 


Ground plan; brasses . . 183 
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BUBGH 


Rectory 


Elaborate Early English chan- 








cel; font 


182 


Buxton 


Vicarage 


Sedilia; piscina; font coyer; 








corbels .... 


200 


Calthobpe . 


• • »» 


Font; corbels 


175 


CAW8TON . 


Rectory 


See Florilegium 




Colby 


• n 


Sedilia and piscina ; porch 


178 


G0LTI8HALL 


• »» 


Fine Per. tower ; sedilia . 




C0BPU8TY 


. Vicarage 


Windows; font . 


162 


Ebpinoham 


Rectory 


See Church RettoraHon 




Hautbois Mao. 


• • »» 


Norman font with interiacing 








tracery on stem . 


191 


Hevinoham 


»» 


Font; chancel desks; floriated 








crosses; gronnd-piscina . 


205 


Heydon with Ibminoland „ 


Elegant Per. tower; Norman 








font ; groined porch 


212 


Inowobth 


»» 


Per. doorway 


176 


Ittbbinoham with 


Mannimo- 


Small brass 


215 



TON . . . „ 

Lammas un^HAUTBoisPAB. „ 



Mabsham « 

OULTON 
OXNEAD 

Saxthobpe 

SCOTTOW 

Skbyton 
Sbatton-Stbawlbss 

Swanton-Abbot 

Thwaitb 

Tuttinoton Vicarage 



WiCKMEBS mth Woltbbton 
Rectory 



Chancel at obtase angle with 
naye . . . .189 

. „ Font; rood-screen; naye-roof 297 
Vicarage Gromid-plan ; fine view north- 

ward .... 160 
Rectory Monuments .... 208 
Vicarage Lychnoscope; tower; stair- 
turret .... 163 
. „ Aumbrye; rood-turret; groined 

porch, &c. . . . 186 
Rectory See Church Restoration 

M Stained glass ; altar-tombs with 

effigies . . . 197 

. „ Fragments of stained g^ass; 

priest^s brass . . .185 
„ Fine old church chest; very 

good brass . . . 172 
Bench ends; Dec. tracery; 

rood-stairs door . . 180 
Sedilia and piscina ; rood-stairs 
font; bench-ends . 170 
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** That which belonged to God was first and foremost, that which 
belonged to man in society was next, that which belonged to the 
individual was last and lowest. And now our houses are palaces, 
and our churches are bams." HawkUantt a Tale. 
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SKETCHES 
FOR AN ECCLESIOLOGY, 



RINGLAND. 

Thb site of this church, a barren spot which edges the 
green basin of the river Wenstim, is peculiarly uninteres- 
ting : the pile rose on us in bleak keeping with a day of 
incessant snow, drifted into every nook and crevice by a 
merciless north-easter. And yet well were it, at such a 
season, standing among the graves of the departed, to 
bethink ourselves how 

" The storm, that racks the wintry sky, 
No more disturbs their deep repose, 
Than summer eyening's latest sigh, 
Which shuts the rose." 

The edifice conosts of a nave with clerestory, two 
aisles, a chancel, a square tower having five bells in it, 
and a south porch; 

On opening the great south door, which is in good 
preservation, tile first object presenting itself is a massive 
octagonal font, in the Decorated style, and raised on 
three high steps. Its existing state will indicate the 
taste in which reparations of our village sanctuaries are 
too generally conducted. At the instance, it appears, of 
a late visitor, this elegant memorial of olden piety has 
been cleansed from the lime-wash that encrusted it ; but 
instead of being allowed to remain in its natural state, it 
irked us to find the whole besmeared with a vile daubing 
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of flesh colour. It stands, where in every case the 
baptismal font should stand, just within the principal 
entrance, and its leaded bowl is provided with a drain to 
permit the consecrated fluid to escape. 

In 1506, John Att Mere, who lies buried in the nave, 
desired by will that the heir or purchaser of his lordship 
should " fynde a light of waxe brenning before the 
high rode :"* it has been difficult since his day to 
prevent the blocking of windows, to the exclusion 
of heaven's own sunlight from the entire body. We 
have something like this in the once splendid east 
window of the chancel, the tracery and mullions of 
which have been supplanted by two unsightly brick piers. f 
The same does not apply to the fine painted glass in the 
aisles and clerestory, where many windows have been 
cleaned and re-glazed in a manner that reflects credit on 
the artizan employed. On the other hand, we learn, 
from good authority, that portions of these were, not 
many years since, abstracted, with connivance of the 
parishioners, to adorn a Roman-Catholic chapel in the 
adjoining parish of Costessey. 

A label on the east vdndow of the north aisle — ^which, 
together with all the rest, is in the style known as the 
Perpendicular — acquaints us that the charges of its 
erection were defrayed by " the brethren and sisters 
composing the guild of the Holy Trinity." What a 
contrast between this elegant memorial and the thing 
near it, fit only to receive the team-boy of a threshing- 
machine, where the parochial Dominie finds himself 
weekly exalted. 

* Parkin's " History of Norfolk." 
+The state of this window is far from creditable to the eeclaiaitical impropriator. 
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Many of the original massive oak benches yet remain, 
their ends being surmounted by large finials, called pop- 
pies, some elaborately, others more plainly sculptured. 
Those once standing in the eastern part of the nave and 
aisles, and where rich and poor sat together in the house 
of God as friends, have been either entirely swept away, 
or mutilated past repair, to admit *' mean and high pews, 
the unhappy legacy of our Puritan forefathers."* We 
were gratified to learn that a lady of influence here has 
recently expressed a wish that these last could again be 
gotten rid of. The pulpit and reading desks form no 
exceptions to the reigning ill-taste, although they possess 
the merit, by no means general, of not compelling the 
minister and clerk to avert their faces from the altar. 

The master barbarism seen in this fine church lies in 
its reredos or altar-screen, which wainscots the entire east 
end of the chancel. It would be difficult, were not the 
existence of similar perversities elsewhere matter of too 
general notoriety, to conceive how things so expensive 
and tastelessly absurd as Grecian pilasters and alcoves 
could ever have gained admittance to our time-hallowed 
fanes, utterly incongruous with them as they are in style, 
and destitute of all ecclesiastical propriety. Strange that 
with the inarched monument, or the niche with its fretted 
canopy, occurring at every turn, the Decalogue could only 
appear in this ill-assorted guise ! The canonists, when 
enjoining that the " ten commandments should be set up 
at the east end of every church and chapel," would have 
stood aghast had their eyes been greeted by a vision of 
the monstrosities which their rule was destined to origi- 

* Markland's "Remarks on English Churches." 
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nate. The nave presents at its west end another dis- 
figurement under the pseudo-name of " gallery," a place 
where, in too many instances, Brady and Tate are " villain- 
ously entreated." It should be demolished and swept 
away forthwith, and the village choir located in the north 
aisle on seats placed longitudinally at the east end, or 
better still in the chancel. 

The rood screen yet remains, although sadly shorn 
of its ancient honours : it is noticeable now chiefly for 
three paintings — the Last Supper, and two other incidents 
in our Lord's life'— which stand over it, facing the com- 
munion-table. They have most likely yielded place to 
the vulgarity above commented upon. We are not 
adequate to decide, ex cathedra^ on the merits of these 
portraitures as works of art, but none can devoutly gaze 
on the solemn quietude depicted, without feeling at once 
that '*it is good for them to be here." 

We take leave — we trust in no irreverent vein — with 
a quotation from the autobiography of a parish clerk in 
days of yore, useful for the lesson it should convey to his 
followers generally in the same office : — " Fourthly, 
The pews and benches, which were formerly swept but 
once in three years, I caused every Saturday to be swept 
with a besom and trimmed."^ 

* Tliis notice will doubtless appear to the ecdesiologist deficient in 
many important particulars — ^it is so designedly; when the general 
reader, by perusal of our after strictures, has acquired the tact to dis- 
cern, and a desire to supply from personal inspection, the omissions here 
left, our object in penning these Sketches will have been, in some 
degree, attained. 
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MOETON-ON-THE-HILL, 
antiquo HELMINGHAM. 

The little church of Morton, with its slender round 
tower, occupies a position of scenic beauty not frequently 
occurring in this county. Looking down from among the 
tall fir-trees, which embower the summit capped by it, 
over the long valley of the Wensum, 

« Exalting and abounding river, 
Making its waves a blessing as they flow^ — 

the edifice forms, in its rude antiquity, picturesque back- 
ground to the fine mansion that rises immediately beneath. 
Pass within the sanctuary, and learn how frail and liable 
to decay is even the strongest work of man ; come forth 
again, to confess how lovely, as well as enduring, are the 
features of nature. 

But decay is not the only enemy with which our sacred 
piles have had to contend ; self- worship, and a taste 
which it were complimentary to call " debased," have 
wrought in aid here. The neglect of a worldly age has, 
moreover, joined to impair what had escaped the ravages 
of fanaticism. A change has happily come over the 
views of many in this respect, but zeal — ^patient and 
temperate zeal to restore the diminished honours of His 
worship— has yet a wide range of usefulness. To return, 
however, to the subject more immediately in hand. 

The form, or rather the ground-plan, of this church, 
is somewhat peculiar, a north aisle or chapel ranging with 
the east end of the nave, while it falls short of the other's 
length by about one-third. A screen probably crossed 



Digitized by 



Google 



6 



AK ECCLESIOLOGT, &C. 



this aisle, separating the eastern portion of it from the 
rest to form a chantry : that an altar stood within it, we 
gather jfrom the piscina in the south wall, yet visible; and 
John de Weston, by his will, dated June 4, 1375, 
bequeaths his body to be buried in the chapel next the 
chancel of the church of J6. ifiSUxqaxtt t^t F(rgCn, in 
Helmingham.* Inarched in the north wall of the 
chapel is an antique monument without inscription, but 
bearing a cross cut in wood : two grave-stones on the 
pavement, charged with brasses exhibiting portraitures 
in armour, were to be found here about the middle of the 
last century. An altar-tomb, also inarched, bears a 
memorial to one of the Southwell family, former lords of 
the soil here, albeit " the place thereof knoweth them 
no more." 

We were pained to detect, in every portion of this 
interesting relic, manifest tokens of neglect, and conse- 
quent desolation. " If a man's stable for his horse," 
says the Homily, " yea, the sty for his swine, be not able 
to bold out water and wind, how careful is he to do cost 
thereon ; yet the world thinketh it but a trifle to see their 
church in ruin and decay." A niche in the north wall of 
the chancel, and opposite to it a small window at less than 
man's height from the sward, may recall the watchings of 
the sepulchral light, anciently observed on Easter eve. 
We have cast aside such mummeries, some one will say ; 
true, but in parting with them, we have grown careless 
also of God's house, and the inestimable privileges there 
vouchsafed to us. Modem affluence can be liberal enough 
in its expenditure on secularities, but ask a pittance for 

* ParldB'a "History of NorAdk." 
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the wants of the sanctuary, and deficit crumena — the purse 
labours under a consumption. Far better were it, how- 
ever, that we should insist, like Dayid, on laying our 
shekels, as well as our prayers, on the altar of peace- 
offering. 

Seem we over earnest ? At a time when the average 
repair of our churches is so depressed, it reflects small 
credit on any parish to find the condition of theirs 
infinitely below that average. An attempt has been 
made to palliate, not to deny, the wretched state of 
this little sanctuary. We should feel ourselves, neverthe- 
less, not unjustified in passing severer comment, but would 
avoid at some sacrifice the risk of individual application ; 
mindful of a certain Sir Roger de Coverley and his advice, 
" to take care how we meddle with country squires, the 
ornaments of the English nation, men of good heads and 
sound bodies.'* 

But in all seriousness be it asked, why should not a 
Diocesan Architectural Society be established among us ? 
If such an association had been in existence during the 
last twenty years only, it could hardly have proved 
altogether inoperative against the Vandalism, which has 
been even in that space perpetrated. This by way of 
appeal ; we would raise a spirit like Nebemiah's, that 
should go forth, and restore all the desolations of our 
Zion : '' Why should not my countenance be sad, when 
the place of my fathers' sepulchres lieth waste." 
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'* Since the stormy and eventful period of the great 
rebellion, the injuries which our churches have sustained 
are, for the most part, the results of shameful neglect and 
tasteless reparations."* The interior of this spacious 
edifice will, we fear, \ render some among its former 
wardens liable to imputations like these ; although, from 
the tokens of recent care for its externals — the roof, walls 
&c. we at first hoped to find it otherwise. The building 
consists of a large square tower, with pointed window 
on the west side, ranging with those in the aisles ; a 
nave, having its roof supported by tall octangular pillars, 
the intervening clerestory receiving light through quater- 
foil windows, two aisles, and a roomy chancel. The 
roofs are covered with lead throughout, that of the porch 
only excepted, which is tiled. The arch here is sur- 
mounted by a horizontal range of panels, formed of 
dressed freestone, filled in with squared flints. In the 
angle above occurs 

" A little Gothic niche that erewhile held 
The sculptured image of some patron saint." 

Its apex supports a shield charged with armorial 
bearings, probably those of the founder. In the steeple 
are five bells. 

The octagonal font, a massive structure of the Norman 
period, has its capacious bowl leaded, and duly supplied 
with a drain ; it rests on four small shafts, encircling a 
large cylindrical stem, the whole set on a square pedestal. 
Beneath this, two square steps admit of easy descent to 

* Barr's " Anglican Church Architecture." 
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the pavement level. On a projecting piece of masonry, 
attaclied to the upper one for the convenience of the 
officiating priest, may be traced an effigy of our Lord, 
coarsely sculptured in the attitude of the crucifixion. It 
stands centrally between the doors, and much in advance 
of the tower arch, thus separating, as it were, an ante- 
chapel, parvis,* from the main body of the church. A 
huge wood framed lock on the south door merits inspec- 
tion, if only for the rudeness of its workmanship. 

Advancing up the nave, where the supply of seats is 
partial, and these of very debased character, we happen 
upon one of those specimens of a higher order and purer 
feeling for the Lord's honour, which, although, '' few and 
far between," at times cheer ujs amid the barren poverty 
round about. Ofiering, as it does, a fine model of what 
should characterize the furniture of a Gothic church, come- 
ly adorned, and befitting the Almighty Presence, we will 
essay to prove accurate in our descr^tion. The ends of 
this seat, which is low and unenclosed, are surmounted 
by finials or crests, having the apex spear-shaped, and 
teiminating at the neck in a chevron. The qttasi elbows 
are sculptured, each with the figure of an eagle, having 
its cloven head retorted, and the wings reversed. These 
support the seat, adjusted so that none might by any 
means sit with their faces averted from the altar. The 
back presents a plain boarding under, but above the seat 
a course of perforated tracery runs along beneath the 
hand-rail or capping, the reverse side of which is carved 
with the Tudor flower in the hollow, and the bead is 
embattled. Below this rail we find a broad shelf, placed 

* Staveley's " History of Churches." 
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for accommodation of those occupying the next seat, and 
somewhat elevated above that on which it adosses. Such 
was the goodly array of open pews or benches in which 
our ancestors were content to worship ; they knew that 
with God there is no respect of persons, and carefully 
avoided the least token of it in portioning out His sanc- 
tuary. But now inehrtatur scBcylum — the age is steeped 
to the lees in fastidiousness. 

The pavement, more especially that of the north aisle, 
is in a wretched state ; shewing that a position ever so 
elevated aflfords no security from damp. The avenues are 
largely occupied by flat grave stones, many of them 
charged with heraldic bearings; three are inlaid with 
brasses, but only one demands our notice, it lies in the 
north aisle. The eflSgy of a lady, wearing the " miniver 
cap" of the period, and having two children standing at 
her feet, has this inscription — " Of your charitie, pray for 
the sowle of Elizabeth, late wife of Firman Rookwood, 
Esq., daughter and heir of Sir John Timperley, Knt., who 
died May 13, 1533.^' 

A feature of considerable rarity occurs in this church — 
a large altar stone or slab,* marked with small crosses at 
each comer and in the centre, symbolical of the five 
wotmds. It finds place as a flag-stone in the cross 
avenue of the nave, without the chancel screen ; and has 
not, as is now generally the case, the incised face reversed. 
This interesting relic is well worthy of careful regard and 
protection, so few having escaped the profanation of the 
civil wars, in the reign of Charles I. 

The lower section of the screen has its panels decorated 

* See "A Few Hints, &c. for the use of the Cambridge Camden Society." 
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with paintings of the apostles, each carrying the emblem 
by which he was anciently recognized. The keys, and 
that form of the cross known as S. Andrew's, speak for 
themselves; the next figure, bearing a fish, probably 
designates the elder James ; a spear should indicate S. 
Thomas ; the club, Simon the zealot ; the square, 
S. Jude; we assign to "the loved apostle John," the 
feather or pen of the succeeding portraiture; to the 
lesser James, the pilgrim's staff and scrip next given; 
a hatchet and a flaying knife may point out respectively 
Matthias and Bartholomew ; while a dub and a censer, 
each accompanied by a book, denote, we^ake it, the first 
Philip, the other Matthew the evangelist. Admonitory 
scrolls, lettered in fAall English characters, wreath about 
these figures ; and above them might once be read at 

whose charges the work was executed hoc opus fieri 

fecit 

The perforated part, supported on light shafts in form 
of buttresses, has its ogee arches surmounted by a double 
line of Perpendicular tracery, separated by embattled 
transoms intersecting the apices of the lower range, the 
whole being elaborately foliated and otherwise enriched. 
We regret to add that the loss of its doors, and other 
mutilations impair, though they cannot efface the 
beauties of this elegant relic. An open archway in the 
south angle shews that the rood-loft was gained by a 
mural staircase in that direction. 

The sedilia and piscina deserve more than cursory 
examination. They are canopied by fretted ogee arches, 
springing frpm clustered pillars, the whole inserted in a 
square-headed compartment, having its spandrels and 
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cornice enriched with four-leaved flowers, grotesque 
figures, &c. An elegant little niche of much smaller 
dimensions, situate in the noi^ wall opposite, might not 
improbably have been used as a table of protasis or 
credence. 



LYNG. 

" Ta, ne lividus et mordax, videare, caveto." 

Theee is generally some point of interest about each 
of our old churches ; some beauty of architecture, a porch 
a window, a font, a monument. The Lord's house at 
Lyng, dedicated to JS. (Jtlnnnxt, has charms for the 
ecclesiastical antiquary in more than one of these partic- 
ulars. It consists — or rather consisted once — of a nave 
with south porch and a chancel, the latter feature 
wretchedly shorn of its fair proportions. 

Notice will readily be drawn to the porch ; its existing 
state affords sad token of the neglect and spoliation to 
which the entire edifice has been subjected. We enter 
by passing tmder a very obtuse Tudor arch, inserted 
within a square compartment with enriched spandrels : 
the archivolt springs from short semi-circular pillars, with 
stilted bases. A niche for the benatura, or holy- water 
stoup, appears in the outer wall to the right — the 
cause of this peculiarity will be seen presently. Two 
fine windows in the Perpendicular style have been 
bricked up below, and above, over the entrance, a square- 
headed window of three "days" lighted an upper 
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diamber or parvise : it was reached by a narrow winding 

staircase, the doorway^ now closed, being still perceptible 

on your right, within the church. The great or south 

door has its surface elaborately carved with Perpendicular 

panels and tracery, the whole enclosed within a wide 

bordure of quatrefoils. The ancient key, we were 

informed, was imfortimately destroyed some years since, 

haying burst while being employed enjusil after a wedding. 

In ancient times, the towers of churches, it is 

thought, were not unfrequently used as fortresses, 

to which the parishioners retreated on occasion of 

danger. The peculiarly massive character of this steeple, 

with narrow lancet-shaped windows, the lowest at 

considerable height from the ground, as well as the only 

access to it being through the church, may strengthen 

this view.' On the other hand, the lower portion 

being pierced by a lofty belfry-arch,* now partially 

closed by an unsightly '' scaffolding," may weigh in the 

balanee of opinions. There can be but one regarding the 

elegant windows of the nave, the Perpendicular headings 

of which are intersected by embattled transoms, the 

central at a higher elevation than the rest. The pointed 

dripstones or hood-mouldings of tnese windows are 

boldly projected, and canopy the lofty jambs and muUions 

with fine effect. Many good specimens of painted glass, 

happily free from the lime- wash so plentifully applied 

elsewhere, yet further embellish the masonry. The 

walls, we regret to say, are in a state that augurs ill for 

the endurance of these beauties, although braced by iron 

girders within, and propped externally with massive 

buttresses of the most debased character. 

* We are by no means assured of this being an original feature. 
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This church, according to Parkin, has " two aisles and 
a chancel :" a spacious nave, covered by an exceedingly 
mean roof of no late date, and a recess in lieu of the 
chancel, already noticed as dilapidated, come much 
nearer the reality. How far this last has been despoiled 
of its ancient honours, indications are not wanting to 
shew. Alow door on the north side afforded access 
probably to a chantry-chapel ; some incline to the notion 
of a chamel once existing there. A spiral staircase of 
stone, leading to the rood-loft, might be traced within 
memory of the present generation. The lower or inclosed 
portion of the chancel-screen, cancelUy yet exists, but in 
a very mutilated state. Panelled arches, embellished 
with Decorated tracery, and having the spandrels enriched 
by trefoils and figures of animals, the whole supported on 
buttresses of the most chaste design— out on the wanton 
devastators ^at have so marred them ! An ancient altar- 
cloth of purple velvet, having the crucifixion and effigies 
of the saints, &c. wrought on it in needle-work and gilt 
tinsel, claims notice here. Not so the pulpit and reading- 
desk, of which we know not whether they offend most 
in design or position — both in the highest degree 
exceptionable. 

To what other cause than that of violence — the 
authorized mutilations of fanatics — ^may we attribute the 
injuries sustained by so many of our ancient fonts ? That 
at Lyng, a capacious octagon, leaded and originally 
provided with a drain, stands on a tasteless modem 
pedestal of brick- work ; it has a conical oaken cover, in 
the early English style, surmounted l>y a finial. Those 
which crest what remain of the aneient seat-ends are of 
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rather inferior handicraft : too many of them have been 
discarded to make room for the " earthly state and vain 
distinction" of unseemly pews. The steeple boasts of 
six bells. 

We were pleased to encounter an article of cihurch 
furniture unhappily of rare occurrence; a date on it 
informs us that tern. Car. II. poor's boxes, and con- 
sequently works of charity, were held essential to the 
worship of Him, the source of every blessing. A large 
antique chest or locker, with semi-circular top, and 
quaint iron bands, has been thrust aside as useless under 
the gallery. An ancient grave-stone, adjoining the font 
on the south side, has been '* disrobed" of its brass, and 
by some further mischance the position has become 
reversed. This church shews that some regard is had to 
its cleanliness, but the pavement generally is in very 
damp condition. The site, well nigh adjoining the river 
Wensum, here artificially raised to form a mill-head, 
doubtless promotes the evil; but the surface of the 
grave-yard — particularly on the south side, whore tomb- 
stones crowd upon the very foundations — sadly overtops 
the interior level. We sought in vain for any indications 
of a pure and chastened taste in the monuments, although 
numerous epitaphs stand about to proclaim how closely 

"Our little life 
Is rounded with a sleep." 

" He is highly pleased," says the Homilist, " with 

those that diligently go about to amend and restore such 

places as are appointed for the congregation of God's 

people to resort unto." Were it not better that such a 

visitant — ^long to be wailed for, we fear — should to the 

credit of aU parties^ be anticipated at Lyng ? 
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" There is (at Ufford) a glorious co^er oyer the font, like a Pope's 
tripple crown, with a pelican on the top picking its breast, all gilt over 
with gold.'* — Dowsing's Journal. 

The bright sunshine of an afternoon in May was 
expanding the wild flowers on Elsing Heath as, skirting 
the clump of spruce-firs that tops its western acclivity, 
we descended into a verdant amphitheatre, of which the 
parish church forms the nucleous. Serenely beautiful 
rose 

"The grey embattled tower, 
Buttress, and porch, and arch with mazy round 
Of curious fret or shapes fantastic crown'd." 

Of more ample dimensions, presenting a much larger 
proportion of " clene hewen ashler" in the finished 
masonry of the more ornamental portions, and being 
altogether in a state of far higher preservation, Elsing 
Church IB by no means behind that just qtdtted in ofier- 
ing its own attractions for the pilgrim of ecclesiastical 
beauty. 

The church consists of a spacious nave and chancel, on 
the north side of which last is a revestry or vestry, the 
floor indicating that it has been the burial-place of some 
former incumbent. A lofty square tower, situate at the 
west end, and furnished with five bells, opens on the 
nave imder a pointed arch springing from double octago- 
nal pilasters ; but this fine feature is marred by the intro- 
duction of a paltry gallery projecting into the nave. A 
spiral staircase, at one of the angles, is lighted by perfora- 
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tions in the masonry^-of squared flint, with buttresses of 
solid freestone. The steeple is sunnounted by an em- 
battled parapet, as also are the side walls of the nave 
and chancel. 

We were gratified to find the windows of this hand- 
some church furnished with gratings at the wickets, to 
prevent, when these are set open, the ingress of birds. 
The headings are for the most part arranged in flowing 
and ramified tracery, but several tmsightly wooden bars 
intersecting these, hardly reconcile us to the loss of 
effect by the additional security thus afforded. The fine 
east window, which fell inwards several years since, has 
suffered much disfigurement in this way ; but we must 
own that, in many such cases, recourse would have been 
at once had to the bricklayer, and that, despite the por- 
traitures of Sir Hugh de Hastings and the Lady Margaret, 
" hys wyf," yet seen on the painted glass of the central 
Ught. 

Some time ago it became necessary to dislodge a swarm 
of bees that had possessed themselves of a crevice in the 
south-east portion of the nave-gable, and in effecting this, 
parts of an ancient staircase to the rood-loft were dis- 
covered. The chancel arch under which this stood is, 
from its heighth and breadth, peculiarly imposing. The 
rood-screen, or rather the closed portion of it yet remain- 
ing, exhibits a profusion of rich carved- work ; it has been 
converted to the use of seats, backtnff on the altar, by 
adding fronts indifferently sculptured in the style known 
as arabesque. The piscina and sedilia, tmder a range of 
ogee arches, only require to be freed from the incrusta- 
tions, the effect of periodical latherings, imder which 
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their beauties lie concealed. The altar rails, formed of 
small shafts supporting Norman arches which intersect 
each other, afford a specimen of commendable taste, in 
which the present authorities have shewn themselves 
miserably deficient. A peaked Decalogue, lately set 
up here, moves our spleen every way— meagre in design 
and gaudy in colouring. And yet we are told that the 
thing cost amply enough to have purchased one of far 
higher character. Strange that the juzta-position of a 
brass mural tablet, placed in a niche, surmounted by a 
canopy, which is enriched with crockets and a finial ; 
wondrous that this elegant monument hindered not the 
perpetration of such a deformity ! A large altar-tomb 
{^pears on the north side, and in the centre a marble slab 
with elaborate brasses, the portraiture of a knight in, 
complete armour with a lion at his feet, &c. Thus much 
of the chancel, which has the convenience of a priest's 
door at the south side. 

The open wood work of the leaded roof gave place in 
1779 to the semicircular ceiling with tiles above, which 
now appears here ; a change every way to be deplored, 
as the absence of pillars causes a defect of light and 
shadow within this church, ill remedied by the unbroken 
superficies over head. An endowment for repairs, 
amounting, we believe, to £20. per annum, only shews 
that it avails little to hold such resources, unless men of 
a better and purer taste than heretofore, be found to direct 
their application. The pews over a large portion of the 
church have the merit of fronting the altar; but two 
parlour-like inclosures at the eastern angles receive, no 
doubt, occupants of a higher worship than the rest, — *' the 
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graye Mr. Justice Tonson, the good lady Jones, and the 
two TirtuouB gentlewomen, her daughters." The pulpit, 
reading, and clerk's desks, are sorry afiairs in themselves, 
bat their position is, m degree^ commendable; a fine 
window, nearly filled with painted glass of splendid 
design, throws in its mellow light here, with elegant 
efiect. The walls offer the first instance yet occurring in 
this Deanery, of the '' scrolls that teach us to liye 
and die." 

The font has high claims to notice ; the fine tabernacle 
work of its cover yet more so. The bowl of the former, 
octangular in shape, embattled and wreathed beneath with 
a chaplet, stands on a low shaft, having its sides fluted in 
cavettos, and resting on an octangular base ; this again 
impends on a square moulded plinth, the whole termina- 
ting pavement- ward in an easy eight-sided step. It will 
suffice in respect of the cover* to say that Mr. Blore's 
cultivated taste has led him to appreciate the beauty of 
its miniature windows and flying buttresses without, its 
&n-tracery and pendants within. Lamentable to add, 
this elegant appendage has become, through vulgar stint, 
an impediment to the hallowed office our forefathers 
sought to embellish by it. We allude to the cover being 
now without the ancient fecility for raising it ; for how- 
ever light in ai^earance, it is, from its mere size, 
ponderous : a pewter basin substitutes the noble leaded 
bowl, with its orifice to permit escape to the sanctified 
fluid; and, as a natural consequence, the officiating 
minister stands anywhere save upon the step provided 



* Mr. B^ton, in the xyith vol. of the JrehctologU, supposes this to have been 
one of lite earliest imlances. 
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for his accommodation. The site of this font as will be 
shewn hereafter is highly appropriate. 

The only indication of a niche for the holy-water-stoup 
is afforded on the west side of the north door, the com- 
monly used one, by a short beam which projects there ; 
its use, to suspend the key from. Ogee arches over the 
doorways, both of church and porches are foliated, 
crocketed, and surmoimted by finials. A few stunted 
fir-trees, in the north-east angle of the cemetery, contrast 
strangely with the wild luxuriance of their fellows on the 
heath — 

" They cannot quit their place of birth ; 
They will not live in other earth." 



BYLAUGH. 

In a spot of how picturesque seclusion repose here, 
each one in his permanent abiding place, the forefathers 
of the hamlet ! A tangled copse fills the small ravine on 
your left ; in front the cemetery is nearlj washed by an 
angle of the Wensum ; behind, waving hay and com 
robe the hill-side to its ridge, and far away to the right — 
although here perhaps the want of hed^e-rows somewhat 
impairs the scenic effect — the mazy river flows through 
open pastures, which rise in the distance to where the 
fine church of Swanton Morley, with its embowering 
trees, closes the prospect. Reader ! has the tomb never 
come over thy musings in wilder guise ? Then hast 
thou not, like ourselves, a kinsman taking his latest sleep 
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where the giant palms wave their green crests over him, 
on the banks of the Camaroons ; never, as we, assisted to 
consign a poor sea-boy to his ocean-graTe, after night- 
fell, in the latitude of the "still-vexed Bermoothes." 
Far different the homestead of the departed, environing 
the parish church of Jb. ftUap t|e Firgin, at Bylaugh. 

Would that we could write of it, in the words of the 
poet Mason — 

«No modem ait 
H«d marred 'with misplaced symmetry the pile." 

On entering, our attention was drawn at once to a 
mural tablet over the lower arch, on which we read : — 
"A. B. 1809-10. The chancel of this church rebuilt; 
the north and south transepts added ; the tower, but- 
tresses, windows, roof, and battlements substantially 
built and repaired; and the interior of the church 
handsomely fitted up at the sole expense of Sir John 
Lombe, Baronet j patron.""^ We shall not quarrel with an 
old gentleman of fourscore for inclining to break Priscian's 
head in this chronicle of his munificence : let us rather 
pass on to examine how far it was guided by a correct 
taste and Catholic principles. 

And giving the restored church a cruo^rm character 
will hardly be deemed exceptionable, though for ourselves 
we would decidedly bave preserved its original ground- 
plan. Modem builders are only too fond of resorting to 
this *'apt and appropriate figure;" often, perhaps, in 
order to conceal the poverty of their resources, whether 
pecuniary or artistic. Transepts form a poor substitute 

«WeIl were all this exchan^ for the simple exclamation^" B<^M, Oie 
heaven of heavens cannot oontam thee, how much less this house wfaUk I have 
re$toredf' 
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for the well-developed chancel and nave, with or without 
aisles, of days when men, vnthout stint of means, thought 
most of aU on what was best adapted to the services and 
requirements of God's household. Those sitting in the 
'" cross aisles" for the most part lose sight of the priest 
in his ministration at the Holy Table ; but this is held 
light of by a generation that exclaims loudly against high 
altars, and erects the scandal of high pulpits instead. 
We confess, however, that the transepts are, in our view, 
more bearable than is the vulgar plastering on the pro- 
jecting turrets, raised from the groundsel at each of their 
four external angles. 

The roof of this church is slated at a low pitch, and at 
the time of its restoration was supplied with copper eaves-, 
gutters, which have since been stolen. Three lofty 
windows, of as many lights respectively, are each of 
them charged in the central one with the Lombe escut- 
cheon in painted glass ; the mullions, simply crossing in 
the head without foliations : two fire-places have been 
supplied beneath the windows of the transepts, to which 
the turrets just mentioned are made to serve as chimneys. 

A thought struck us during the survey, that we were 
inspecting the work of a Vitruvius, whose exploits will 
find notice in their proper sphere, and inquiry proved 
that the conjecture was a correct pne. But some fin^ 
antiques, within the church, shall first have our regard. 
And in the central avenue between the transepts, on a 
large slab of grey marble, the portraiture of a knigit in 
complete armour, and his lady — their hands clasped in 
prayer — are graven on separate brasses, with an inscrip- 
tion : — " Pray for the souls of John Curson, knight, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



BTLATTGH. 23 

the lady Jane, his wife." The first died, we are informed, 
on the feast of S. Fabian, 1471, and by his will, dated 
ten days previous, reqidres to be buried in the church of 
Bylaugh, at the chancel-door under the rood-loft, and to 
have a grave-stone of eight marks' price. The female's 
head-gear, her caul ornamented with two projections like 
butterfly's wings, bespeaks the reign of Edward TV. 

A word also on the tower and the font. The first is 
circxdar in its lower portion, but forms above a quasi 
belvidere, which is octagonal, and has a battlemented 
parapet, the bell-chamber being pierced with no less than 
eight large windows, although the alternate ones are now 
blocked. They are of Perpendicular character, and 
evidently of later erection than the base part : a ladder 
supplies the want of staircase here, but we found it much 
lumbered with coals and other accumulations. The font, 
an octagon of moderate size, has the panels of its bowl 
charged with shields; the stem and circular base are 
recent, and — we had almost said as a necessary conse- 
quence—mean. But we are yet suffered to rejoice over 
splendid though comparatively rare exceptions. 

On the north side of the chancel we find a mural tablet 
by Bac<ib, erected to the memory of the late Sir John 
Lombe, who died in 1807 : it represents the east end of a 
Gothic church, n^th. turrets at the angles, the altar 
window of course forming a chief feature. Generally 
speaking, our monuments savour altogether too much of 
wodftiness. We had infinitely preferred seeing the 
baronet of the nineteenth century his simple effigies in 
like posture with the knight'i of the fifteenth — ^both thus 
confessing, as it were, that " Man can carry nothing 
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away with him when he dieth, neither shall his pomp 
£d11ow him." The dead, as they are released from the 
cares, so they no longer need the insignia of life. In the 
grave the chaneellor requires no woolsack, the orator no 
tribunal, the general no soldiers, the admiral no shipping ; 
all they have to do with — ^the last great Audit. " The 
semblances of the departed should seem either as men 
worshipping, or men that have ' fallen asleep.* "* Some 
may ask, where then may the Statuary hope for patronage? 
He has secular places in all their diversity — the palace, 
the house of parliament, the guild-chamber, the private 
mansion, the park, the square — to range over and adorn 
with the highest efforts of his art, without infringing on 
the sanctuary, the vestibule of another existence. The 
advantages of our present state of things would have been 
dearly purchased at one solemn lesson of a different kind, 
and they have cost us a thousand. Taking matters as 
they are, however. Sir John Lombe*s monument contrasts 
well with the heathen sarcophagus, inane pondtuty which 
disfigures an enclosed grave in the churchyard. 

We had gladly been spared the duty of further com- 
ment on the interior of this fabric, but tilie influence of 
evil example sinst, if possible, be arrested. Tlaii tokens 
of exclusiveness may not be so invidious and glaring as 
they are too often met with elsewhere ; beyond this 
remains small scope for approval. The coved oiilings, 
relieved in the dome with flat groinings^ which are con- 
tinued down the chamfered angles of the lantern in 
shallow pilasters, were better seen, and we hope also 
appreciated in a modem &shionable chapel. A low 

* Armstrong's Paper on Monuments. 
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wainBcotting within the altar-rails, formed of Norman 
arches, already exhibits symptoms of decay : much good 
oak has been ill expended on the unsightly dossel or 
altar-screen, on the huge pulpit, desks, and pues. 
Every thing betrays the designer's utter ignorance of 
what constitutes correct taste and ecclesiastical propriety. 
Seem we to assume authority to ourselves in these 
strictures ? that be far from us ; but " before the mis- 
chief of past years can be remedied, the whole extent of 
the evil must be detailed." 



BILLINGFORD. 

We are always gratified on meeting with indications 
that the parochial clergyman holds it not enough, in 
respect of the wants of the fabric in which he is called to 
minister, merely to 

** Talk with churchwardens about pues ;** 
but both by precept and example promotes, as far as in 
him lies, the stability of its general condition, and the 
decency and order of its arrangements. Such indications 
are by no means wanting in the fine church of Billing- 
ford, which in Parkin's time seems to have been in a 
very dilapidated state throughout. 

We should like to know the orientation of this church, 
that is, the precise degree of its inclination towards the 
east : the pile was probably dedicated to either 5^» ifKUansi 
t|e Ftrgin, or the f^ols ^vinits* and the exact position 
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would furnish us with an inference in favour of one or 
other of these ; for our ancestors *' used to make the 
church point to that part of the horizon in which the 
sun rose on the day of its foundation, identical — ^it has 
been held, but not yet fully established — with the wake 
or feast of the patron saint.'** 

It consists of a nave with clerestory pierced on each 
side by three windows, formed of quatrefoils inserted in 
circular mouldings ; two aisles, a spacious chancel, and 
an octangular tower with one bell only. The ancient 
covering of lead over the nave and aisles has yielded 
place to pantiles; the chancel is flat-tiled. Cause for 
regret exists in that, at the period of the reparations^ it 
was not yet received as a dictum that " flat ceilings are 
inconsistent vnih Gothic architecture," and that, " next 
to a stone vaulted roof, none has so good an effect inter- 
nally, as an open roof, exhibiting the timbers." This is 
peculiarly obvious in the coved ceiling of the chancel 
here, vapid in itself, and, far worse than that, rendering 
all but impossible the restoration of its once splendid 
east window. Some of these, particidarly one now 
blocked at the east end of the north aisle, are fine 
examples of the Perpendicular period ; but that of the 
majority is geometrical tracery, approaching the Deco- 
rated. Shall we be excused in entering our protest 
against the "washings" to which the stone-work of these 
externally has been subjected? The lime-brush has 
done too much to impair the interior beauties of our 
churches — witness here the many-clustered pillars, with 
their finely-moulded capitals, and having the bases set on 

* Paper issued by the Cambridge Camden Society. 
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stilted polygonal plinths — that its scope should be yet 
enlarged. Besides, we object to it on principle, as being 
an *' irreverent" substitute for the mason's chisel. 

This spacious and lightsome edifice is entered from a 
mean porch, by crossing an ancient grave-stone, long ago 
" reaved" of its little commemorative brass. The floor 
here and in the central avenue, nearly co-extensive with 
the nave, is laid diagonally with pavements : those of the 
chancel, which mount in three platforms to the altar-rail, 
intersect at right angles with the building ; the first step, 
set under a pointed chancel-arch — the place of the lost 
rood-screen — has its moulded nosing, and the riser under, 
wrought in Caen stone. The floor tmder the seats — for 
the most part open, but of debased character, and having 
the standards crested by very rude^u^^ de lis — ^is by no 
means in similarly good condition. 

The font, which has been advanced firom its former 
position in front of the tower archway more into the 
body of the nave, and there elevated on a high octangu- 
lar plinth, represents two distinct styles. The lower 
portion, a cylindrical stem set on a hexagonal base, and 
surroimded by four small rotmd shafts, bespeaks the 
Norman period ; while a capacious bowl of octangular 
form externally, where the compartments are paneled 
with double arches, and the spandrels supplied with 
quatrefoils should denote a later era. The lining — ^it 
appears to have been once leaded — is gone, and the drain 
no longer serviceable, a point we should hope of unde- 
signed omission at the time of removal. 

In the chancel, the canopy of the sedilia, if they had a 
canopy, has disappeared : a pointed arch enriched with 
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crockets sunnounts the piscina, the orifice of which is 
foliated. The space within the altar-rails is wainscotted 
by a low brick wall faced with cement, and built so as to 
admit a current of air at the back. The rrfil and table of 
vambhed oak are, with some reserve on the style of the 
balusters, imexceptionable. A north door, communica- 
ting with the grave-yard, almost demands the erection of 
a sacristy. Between it and the chancel-arch a curious per- 
foration, in the form of a square-headed window, crossed 
by a transom below the centre, is thought to have formed 
the confessional of Papal requisition ; it is now blocked. 
The steps from the rood-loft seem to have had their 
debouchement in the south aisle. The holy table appears 
without a dossel or screen, but we were informed that 
the Decalogue engraven on zinc is in course of prepara- 
tion, and will be set up there in obedience to the eighty- 
second canon. 

We must not leave the chancel without noticing the 
zeal for its goo4 and sufficient reparation — as well as 
that of the edifice generally, shewn by the present incum- 
bent, Trarueat in exemphtm / Good it were if some who 
love to declaim against *' superstitious filthiness at 
diriges, at month's minds, at trentalls, in abbeys and 
chantries,"* would confess that the real filthiness of the 
churches in which themselves minister is indeed most 
foul and lamentable to behold. 

At an inquisition taken anno 34 Henry III., the jury 
find that Bichard de Bee had no right to fish, except for 
eels, in the sluices of the two mills here ; and the present 
worthy occupant of Bee Hall may aver that we also are 

* Homilies, Tome II. No. 3. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BILLINOFOBD. 29 

deyoid of right to impugn his large seat in the north 
aisle. Parkin mentions ''the remains of a large and 
handsome pew of oak, with a cover,** as appertaining to 
the Hall in his time. Those which now disfigure the 
east end of this fine church have few claims to notice on 
the score of beauty; but they at least possess one 
merit — ^that of not being immoderately high. The finials 
of the ancient benches exhibited, it seems, in rude carving 
the armorial bearings of Curson and others. Full-length 
figures of the saints in fresco once adorned the walls ; 
one of them, discernible at no remote period oyer the 
north door, might represent S. Christopher. 

The panels of the reading-desk and pulpit contain 
portions of tracery, like that of the rood-screen at Wes- 
ton : the former will be so far altered, we near, that the 
minister may face southward, A lectern should by all 
means be introduced here, and two chancel stalls placed 
near it ; one on each side, would have fine efifect. 

The tower, as already observed, is in form octangular : 
it has four Perpendicular windows in the belfry stage, 
and a fine west window of similar design affords light 
. into the nave beneath. The parapet is embattled, and 
the outline of its lower portions relieved by the intro- 
duction of massive buttresses continued within the 
church by the deep ''responds" of the western piers. 
The set-off of the buttresses at the chancel-end are 
curious. 

The site may be dismissed in few words — 

"A gentle hillock crown'd 
With a peculiar diadem;" 

and we were pleased to learn that its natural beauties 
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will be enhanced by a judicious clumping of appropriate 
trees. Why should not there be a wish, yea, a very 
earnest desire, for embellishing those places where '^ the 
field of God is sown with the seeds of the resurrection V* 



BINTRY, or BINTEEE. 

** I. H. S. the Jesuif 8 badge in the chancel window, promised (to be 
deflEMsed) by the minister, Mr. WiUiam Pell." — Dowting's Journal. 

Much has been done to impair what escaped the 
fanatic zeal of the Puritans, as well by the slow march of 
unresisted decay, as abo by a yet more active cause. 
There occurs in this church an instance, unhappily by no 
means rare, of the mischief arising from repairs being 
intrusted to persons altogether incompetent. The roof, 
which was originally of remarkably high .pitch,' has been 
lowered many feet : so much so, that horizontal tie-beams 
ought to have been introduced immediately over the wall- 
plate. The result of neglecting to supply them is seen 
in a marked deviation from the vertical line in the piers 
and arches of the nave, where these open on the south 
aisle and adjoining transept. This last has a covering 
of flat tiles laid upon most paltry woodwork. The lead 
over the nave appears in very decayed state: it rests 
on the primitive roof, mutilated as just shewn. The 
chancel, at least the larger portion of it, fell to the ground 
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in 1806 : it has been rebuilt at half its ibrmer size, and 
with a low roof ceiled. 

Notwithstanding these dilapidations the general effect 
is by no means displeasing. A handsome square tower, 
with a little broach or spire rising from it, and a newel 
stairs somewhat projected at the south-east angle — we 
were sorry to detect a boarded parapet — and a window 
with Decorated tracery of good character in the transept- 
gable, offer tokens that, recently at least, some here haye 
thought it '' sin and shame to see a church ruinous and 
foully decayed." The interior presents the noyel 
feature of a stone rood-screen. We will essay to 
describe it. 

The lower portion comprises a pointed doorway 
inserted within a square compartment, and having its 
label terminating in corbel heads. It is flanked on either 
side by two Decorated windows, each of two lights, and 
having the space between pierced with quatrefoils. A 
bracket intervenes between those on the north side ; it 
was, we imagine, once surmounted by a statue. The 
distinguishing feature of the upper part is a large aperture 
over the entrance : this was formerly blocked, but has 
been opened by the present minister, whose good taste 
dictated also the restoration of the transept window. 
The Decalogue was at that time removed from its posi- 
tion on the screen to a place under the east window. 
Two niches with pointed arches foliated are seen on either 
side of the aperture. The rood-loft seems to have been 
reached through a perforation in the south wall. The 
effect of the whole is much impaired by the lower level of 
the chancel ceiliog within. 
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The only thing worthy of notice in the chancel is a 
yery massive oaken chest, rudely shaped and hollowed 
from the solid tree, and thickly banded at right angles 
by straps of wrought-iron work. In the nave before the 
screen we found a grave-stone despoiled of its brass : on 
three others the inscriptions are yet extant. A slab in 
the transept is poorly carved with a death's head and 
hour-glass : in the nave a mural tablet by Sevrier has 
been recently erected in memory of the late Lord 
James Townshend. The sculptor has kept tolerably 
clear of ''rostral crowns and naval ornaments, with 
beautiful festoons of sea- weed, shells, and coral ;"* but 
the style adopted is utterly incongrous with all about it. 
Besides, we would have the memoriab of the dead ever 
rendered subservient to the edification of the living ; and 
the patrician sailor could have told how, " They that go 
down to the sea in ships, &c." 

" Qui mare flactisonuin sulcat, caTisque carinis, 
Admoret eztemas vaga per commercia gentes, 
Non ignota illi diTina potentia, nee quas 
Monstrat in immenso miracula soepe profondo." 

Buchanan. 

The noble font was originally raised above the floor by 
three steps, but the pavement is now on a level with the 
first of these. Its octagonal bowl, which is sculptured 
with flowing tracery, rests on a shaft of like figure sup- 
plied with a remarkably elegant plinth and capital. We 
were sorry to find the mutings of bats in its leaded 
cavity : why should our churches be so generally 
"defiled by rain and weather, with dung of doves and 

* Spectator, No. 26. 
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owls, stares and choughs and other filthiness?" The 
font occupies a central position in the nave near the 
nortli door, outside which are indications of a large 
porch having once existed. The naye, at this end of it, 
would be much improved by taking away an unsightly 
platform which, although of no great elevation, spoils the 
fine effect of a lofty tower arch. It would also cause the 
immediate removal of a mass of rubbish now accumulated 
there. 

The pues, open seats, pulpit, and desks possess few 
claims to a detailed notice from us : to good taste they 
have none whatever. Neither do some poppy heads, 
finials, thrown by in the transept, speak much in favour 
of the more ancient furniture. We will not however 
leave the building without inviting the ecclesiologist to 
observe the square-headed windows in the south aisle, 
and to admire their delicate tracery — fain, where a 
sterner duty is not interposed, to have said of ourselves, 
in the words of the Mantuan, 

"gemmas in fironte solebat 
Ponere." 



TWYFORD. 



"Rebuild the spire! did you say, SirP—the spire, Sir? . Why, the 
thing's impossibie ; the art has been lost for centuries.** — Pagefs S. 
AnUwliris" 



This church appears embedded in a bosky glen— or 
beck, as the local phrase is — through which trickles one 
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of the earlier aflBluents of the Wensum. A wicket, near the 
north-east angle of the chancel, affords picturesque access 
to the venerahre pile, from the lawn of a fine mansion 
immediately adjoining. The edifice comprises a naye 
and a chancel, hut without external indication of this ; 
also a hrick-huilt porch, with diagonal huttresses, over 
which has heen raised a low steeple, crowned by an open 
bell-cot of wood, where hangs a single bell. The tower 
of this church — portions of which warrant us in assigning 
to it a Norman origin — stood at the west end, where a 
door- way into it may yet be traced. The primitive roof 
has wholly disappeared, giving place to a meagre frame- 
work of tie-beams, king-posts, and struts, unrelieved by 
the least attempt at ecclesiastical character : it is covered 
throughout with pantiles. 

The pointed door- way within the porch has its archi- 
volt set under a dripstone, or hood-moulding, springing 
from sculptured heads, the hollow being enriched with 
little flowers : opposite the door we find a square Nor- 
man font, supported on a round central stem without base 
or capital, which features, however, occur on the four 
comer shafts encircling it. The bowl is lined with lead 
and has a drain — the cover a wretched affair indeed. 

The windows are more than commonly varied in style. 
Adjoining the porch in the south wall occurs a single- 
light window, widely splayed on both sides ; two others 
nearly similar to this are met with — one in the north 
wall, at the extremity of the nave by the pulpit, seems to 
have afforded light into the rood-loft ; the other is at a 
much lower elevation in the south-west comer of the 
chancel, and were the vexata questio of lychnoscopes more 
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folly established, we should have no doubt as to the 
object supplied by this not uncommon feature. A pointed 
window in the north wall of the nave has three cinque- 
foiled lights below, its upper portion being wrought in 
tracery that approaches the flamboyant style. The east 
window is a lancet-shaped triplet with perforated span- 
drels, the whole comprised under an equilateral arch — 
we need hardly refer to the symbolism of the Trinity 
here. A double-lancet window occurs in the nave, and 
on tbe south wall opposite are two Perpendicular ones, 
eacb of three '' days," and hooded by segmental arches 
within. 

We have spoken of a lychnoscope ; nearly fronting it 
in the north wall of the chancel is found a wide niche 
under an obtuse Tudor arch, the jambs and soffits simply 
chamfered at their edges; it occupies a low position 
immediately under a square-headed window of the char- 
acter already described. This niche has every indication 
of having been placed there to serve the purpose of an 
Easter or Holy Sepulchre : it may, without affecting this 
view, be at the same time the site of the founder's inter- 
ment. We were pleased to find a portion of one of the 
vdndow midlions restored in stone, but heartily wish that 
the sordid brickwork in the tracery had been at the 
same time replaced by glazing. The heads are inserted 
in projecting weather-mouldings, with plain horizontal 
returns. 

With the exception of a spacious oaken pew lined with 
moreen and appropriated, we suppose, to the occupants 
of Twyford-hall, the features of this church are less 
indicative than ordinary of 
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"the scandal 
That desecrates our age, 
An CTil great as ever 
Iconoclastio rage ;*' 

the open seats, whicli, together with other portions of 
the furniture, have elm for their material, range lon- 
gitudinally* in the manner of stalls in a cathedral choir. 
They are without ornament of any kind ; but the back 
seat, which is somewhat elevated above the others, has a 
wainscotting of arabesque panels, the remains of a former 
arrangement. On the north side of the chancel some 
features of a higher order constitute all that is now left 
of its screen. A polygonal pulpit, with sounding board 
over it, and reading-desk beneath, occupies the north- 
east angle of the nave, which is supplied with a coved 
ceiling, the chancel being open to the ridge. 

The furniture of this last somewhat exceeds the 
average condition. The altar-table, a slender fabric, the 
rails of more substantial form, and a plain church chest, 
have been recently painted and grained : the former is 
supplied with a handsome covering of dariL blue doth, 
trimmed with black fringe. It is devoid of a dossel or 
altar-screen; but the Decalogue appears on the south 
wall opposite the pulpit, where a line engraving exhibits 
Moses, Aaron, and Joshua grouped, with the hallowed 
tablets in the foreground beneath. The date does not 
appear, but we read the imprimatur of " John Oreston, 
at the White Horse, Without Newgate, London." We 
scarcely, need remark that the position is not in accord- 
ance with the rule laid down in the 82nd canon. 

• An arrangement censured in " The £colenologi«t," voL iii p. 188. 
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The pavement is unusually barren of interest ; only 

one brass can now be discovered, its inscription being 

hidden by the square pue — a shield once under it no 

longer courts inspection of the genealogist. We were 

told that several colossal figures on the walls, fresco 

paintings, have vanished at no distant period beneath 

triennial washings of lime, applied with no sparing hand. 

Would that it were more generally known and fdt that 

** clergymen are in no small degree answerable for the 

havoc that has been perpetrated by churchwardens !" 

A benatura or holy-water-stoup, thrown into a dark 

comer as you enter, and the saddle of the ancient cross 

lying, slighted as if the token were altogether worthless, 

in an outer angle of the porch, are instances in point 

which might very creditably have been dispensed with. 

Twyford church is dedicated to j^. K(ti)oUi«» and therefore 

if the supposed rule of orientation were strictly adhered 

to, should point 30 degrees south of east. 



GEISTE, or GUIST. 

The site of this church commands a prospect of un- 
usual breadth: its western extremity almost impends 
over a precipitous ledge caused by extensive chalk exca- 
vations. To the left lie the high grounds of Bintry, 
with its diminutive spire emerging from trees which 
extend in an unbroken range along the horizon to where 
Lord Sondes' domain closes in the front view. Far to 
the south-west the basin of the Wensum smiles with 
irrigated verdure, . until that again is lost in upland 
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* breaks' to the right, now waving with yellow com. 
Immediately below, in a scanty line of detached houses, 
mine host of liie Black Swan — ^his pendulous sign cheep- 
ing in the summer wind — 

"loTites each passing stranger that can pay;" 

while just without the chuich gate, that ancient terror oi 
vagrants, the stocks, calls up visions of a parish beadle, 
and one *• master Bamaby' of toping notoriety. But now 
again to our task. , 

The parish church of Geiste or Guist, which is ded- 
icated to i&. atilirrltt, consists of a square tower, a nave 
and a chancel, each presenting indications that warrant 
our assigning them to a very early period. In the south- 
east angle of the steeple a stair-turret, semihexagonal in 
form, and terminating above in a lean-to, alfords access 
to a bell-chamber that from six has been reduced to a 
solitary occupant. The spoliation was effected, it seems, 
on plea of repairs, now again more than ever wanted 
throughout. The state of the porch, its present weekly 
use a sheep-pen, offered no bad augury of what we were 
to find within. The archivolt here, which is recessed 
and chamfered with a hollow moulding, springs from 
semicircular piers with embattled capitals. The north 
door has been blocked inside with brickwork ; that op- 
posite it, tho/ only entrance, bears marks of a recently 
improved condition. 

The roof of the nave, covered with pantiles, retains 
some ancient wood- work — ^always an interesting feature, 
although rarely perhaps the original. The pitch is high 
enough to obviate any recourse to collaring, the principal 
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rafters being held together above by bradng ribs at the 
throat dose under the roof-tree, and below by struts 
resting on a comioe which intersects the w^ll-pieces 
much below the spring of the vaulting. The. corbels of 
these last have disappeared, the ends being /qijit off at 
right allies as with a saw ; but the arqhitraye still re- 
tains its billet-mouldings and crenelled brattishing or 
crest. The purlins and rafters are modem, and — tU 190* 
M^— devoid of the bead and hoUow which relieve the 
other portions with such pleasing effect. The chancel 
roof is ooiFcred with flat tiles. 

The style of th^ windows is by no means uniform : 
the chancel has a small, single, widely splayed, lancet 
window set at considerable elevation over the altar-table. 
Two square-headed windows, each of two " days," with 
cinquefoil ogee heads, surmounted with Perpendicular 
crockets trefoiled, appear in the south wall of the nave : 
the beU-chamber is pierced on the western side by two 
plain semicircular headed lights divided by a mullion. 

The tower opens imder a pointed arch, having l^ie 
soffit recessed and diiamfered and springing from half- 
round piers ; the effect is spoiled by the intersection of 
a vulgar gallery, an innovation that should be held '^ to- 
tally inadmissible under any possible circumstances." 
Beneath it we find the font, an octagonal structure, 
the lead in its basin being returned above to the outer 
edge ; the stem, which is inarched with cinquefoil heads 
and the hollows of the capital enriched by square foliage, 
is duly perforated for a drain. The bowl has its panels 
charged with shields and flowers alternately, the span- 
drels being finely sculptured in bold relief : the whole 
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presents a good specimen of the Perpendicular style. 

The holy table, of ancient oak, has a decent covering 
of scarlet cloth, but loses interest by its juxta-position 
with a feature of much greater charm for the ecclesiolo- 
gist. This is — at least we incline to esteem it such — 
a Norman piscina, being the first which we have had 
the good fortune to happen upon. It consists of a square 
shaft, or rather pilaster with capital, the flat superficies 
of which is hollowed to form the orifice : this partially 
extends into a square-headed recess or fenestella imme- 
diately behind ; it is supplied with a shelf at the accus- 
tomed elevation, the use of which is not certainly known. 
The chancel arch springs at once from piers without any 
intervening capitals. 

In Parker's work we are presented with engravings 
of two mural tablets erected in the chancel to the mem- 
ory of some of the Wiggetts, an ancient family long 
resident here. How much better had the funds lavished 
on these costly but debased monuments, been bestowed 
on the repair and comely adornment of the sadly neg- 
lected edifice ! how much more to the glory of God — to 
the honour of the departed! — their predecessors felt 
something akin to this : Kobert Wicks, who died in 
1569, gave — as we read on his brass in the avenue — to 
the repair of the church, and the poor, twenty shillings 
per annum for ever out of his lands here ; and William 
Warner, in 1529, " gives to the nether church in Geiste, 
X.1IIS, ird, and to the over church in Geiste x«." The 
former refers to a chapel anciently belonging to the 
church, here called Geysthorp chapel, dedicated to ^H 
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"We take leave with a quotation, in truth of which 
cause was here given us heartily to agree. '* It is very 
tiresome when one has travelled far— in our case twelve 
miles*"— to see a church, to find that the parish derk lives 
a mile off: and on reaching his cottage to hear that he 
is gone out, and has taken the key in his pocket.*' 

The reader is invited to return with us through the 
two parishes latest visited, to the little market-town of 
Foulsham. 



FOULSHAM. 



We were gratified to notice that those connected with 
this spacious and handsome edifice have acted as con- 
scious (which too many are not) that " all the comeliness 
we can give to God's house is necessary^ if we would 
have his blessing." It was reduced to a ruinous shell 
by the calamitous fire which occurred here in 1770 ; but 
the devastation has been in degree repaired — ^we say in 
degree, because there are yet strong objections to the 
taste in which this has been effected. How truly has 
it been observed that " until within a very recent period, 
purity of design and character in our ecclesiastical 
buildings, seems to have been well-nigh banished from 
the land."* 

This church is dedicated to the |^ols Snnotntt«» and 
consists of a chancel, a nave flanked by two aisles, a 
south porch, and a fine Perpendicular tower situate at 
the west end of the nave : it contains only two bells. 

* Mftrkland's " Bemarks," &c. 
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The east window — we begin our survey with the 
chancel — comprises five lights, the mullions, which 
throughout the entire range are beaded, simply crossing 
in the head. The arch, which has labeb both within 
and without, springs internally from jamb shafts, two on 
each side, separated by a cavetto moulding, and having 
the capitals enriched with foliage. On either side 
appears a trefoiled niche, under a Decorated ogee canopy 
adorned with crockets and a finial ; but these are par- 
tially blocked by a vulgar painted dossel in the heavy 
style of the Stuart period. A large double piscina is 
found under foliated ogee arches, having the space 
between pierced by a quatrefoil : the orifices have 
disappeared. The sedilia are very fine ; two clustered 
piers have their bowl-shaped capitals enriched with 
foliage ; from these and their " responds*' spring three 
cinquefoiled drop arches, canopied by a like number of 
richly crocketted ogee label with finials ; the whole, 
inclusive of the piscina, being inserted within a square 
compartment, having its hollow moulding relieved with 
roses, and the spandrels carved in Decorated tracery. 
The corbels under the labels exhibit male and female 
heads in the costume of the sixteenth century. The 
benches of the sedilia are lost ; but a chair with arabesque 
carving upon it stands on the north side of the table — ^by 
the way a nowise eligible position : the altar rails are 
heavy and unsightly ; the table a good plain oak one. 

Over the sedilia occurs a beautiftd painted window of 
three lights, with fine geometrical tracery in the head, 
and supplied with label and jamb-shafts like that over 
the altar. The chancel has a clerestory tier of windows, 
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four on each side ; they are of two foliated ogee-headed 
lights, 'super-muUioned' under depresed Tudor arches ; 
we regret to add that the heads of these, as also of a 
three-lighted range in the clerestory of the nave, are 
without one redeeming exception, hlocked."* The pointed 
chancel arch, which is recessed, chamfered, and headed, 
springs from large half-round piers, each flanked hy two 
smaller ones, with a hroad cavetto between. The cor- 
bels of the original wall-pieces are carved with Lombar- 
dicks haying coronets over them. The meagre open 
roof, of low pitch, with tie beams, &c. was placed there 
towards the close of the last century. 

A chancel seat — ^we hardly know how correct 
the designation — an open sitting has lately been placed 
longitudinally against the south wall : with examples in 
two churches, each within an hour's ride, of what such 
seats ought to be, one is at a loss to account for the 
utter want of taste so prominently shewn here, for good 
material (oak) being so wretchedly perverted. 

The rood-screen has wholly disappeared ; unless, in- 
deed, a quantity of voluted panelling yet remaining in the 
vestry and elsewhere formed portions of it, though on 
this we are by no means confident. The nave exhibits 
on each side four plain circular piers, with bell-shaped 
capitals, supporting equilateral double-faced pointed 
arches with chamfered soffits. The bases partake of 
Norman character ; in form a bee-hive flattened at the 
sides into a square. The belfry arch rises from large 
and small half-round piers ; the architrave is composed 

* And yet the 85tb Canon expressly ei\joins *' that the windows be well glazed ;" 
why has it been snffered to become well ni^ a dead letter ? 
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of two sets of mouldings, the one continuous with the 
cavettos on the jambs, the other (quarter-round and 
filletted) springing from the engaged shafts with plain 
moulded capitals. The timbers of the roof here are 
hidden by a coved ceiling, partially relieved at the 
extremities by scrolls, and at the spring of the arch by a 
large but inelegant cornice. 

The polygonal pulpit, set on a mass of brick- work 
panelled in cement with early English arches, is reached 
through a portion of the ancient rood staircase. It 
stands on the south side of the nave, and has a pendant 
in the reading-desk opposite. There is little to commend 
in the style of either, the perked-up desk being only in 
too close keeping with the bad taste of square and high 
pues, some of them lined and carpetted, which occupy 
the aisles. The nave is without a central avenue, being 
crossed by a range of hollow-backed seats, the cheerless 
portion of such as bear 

" The trace of the sad trinity 
Of want, and pain, and sin." 

The pavement is of stone throughout. 

The windows in the aisles, each of thx;ee trefoiled ogee 
li^ts, with vertical tracery inserted under a depressed 
Tudor arch, have the central ^visions supplied with 
transoms intersecting the head, which reaches a higher 
elevation than the rest. The aisles have modem sloped 
or lean-to roofs, ceiled between the timbers. The font, 
situate at the west end of the nave, somewhat in advance 
of the belfry-arch, is raised on two low steps, forming a 
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spacious octagonal platfonn. It consists of a circular 
marble basin, placed on a modem stone pedestal — the 
latter spirally filletted, the other with Ionic flutings under 
a horizontal dancette band. The rim of the basin, which 
has not the convenience of a drain, is *' returned'' with 
an invected edge. In Parkin's time there was " a neat 
font of stone with a wooden cover, which opens below, 
and thereon are the four Evangelists painted." It is 
impossible to congratulate on the exchange. 

The square tower, its outline varied by " franch" or 
diagonal buttresses at the west end, is divided into four 
stages by string courses, those under the parapet having 
grotesque gurgoyles in the centre : it has pinnacles at 
the angles, crocketted and panelled with ogee arches. 
The embrasures of the parapet are in two stages, and 
are richly carved with quatrefoils, shields, and panels. 
The belfry windows, of three foliated lights under a 
pointed arch, are super-mullioned ; and square-headed 
windows in the third stage exhibit some stone lattice- work 
of the same character. The west window, of four trefoiled 
lights, is inserted beneath an equilateral arch, with the 
dripstone returned horizontally — a general feature here. 
The tracery, with exception of the head being pierced 
with a quatrefoil, and that the mullions cross each other, 
runs in vertical lines. The steeple has a round stair- 
case, threading a semi-hexagonal projection at its north- 
east angle. 

The south porch has been converted, by blocking the 
open archway, into a vestry, lighted by a single ogee- 
headed window on the western side. The south or — as 
by this perversion — vestry door has its jambs and the 
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architrave above recessed and chamfered ^Ith contin- 
uous mouldings, the whole being set under a double- 
headed label rising from corbels, one of them a head in 
mascled armour. A triangular or gable-headed buttress 
on the north waU of the chancel offers the first feature 
of the kind occurring in our survey. 

'' In the churchyard is an altar-tomb of stone, about 
6 feet long and 3 high, and round this an inscription, 
which for the antiquity of the letters, order and dispo- 
sition of them, has been engraved by the Society of 
Antiquaries, and is, Rob. art coi». i.es. gec. i, lt. hig. 
TIF. Each letter has a coronet over it," a peculiarity 
already noticed in our remarks on the chancel. 



THEMELTHORPE. 

"Chorohwork is slow." 

This little edifice, dedicated in honour of S. Mm% 
comprises a chancel, a nave, and a square tower at the 
west end : the bearing by compass is 12<> south of east. 
Our first visit found the general condition one so repug- 
nant to a wholesome feeling of what becomef God's 
tabernacle, that we have twice repeated it, to find at 
length some partial improvement, a few things meanly, 
though not altogether injudiciously, repaired. 

A niche for the benatura occurs on the right within the 
outer doorway of the porch, which has for its siU an 
ancient coped tomb without cross. The dilapidated 
voussoirs of the arch have been replaced by a framework 
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of wood, now fast verging on a similar state: ^e windows 
are Perpendicular, of two lights. 

Between the doors of the nave, that on the north side 
having a large hole in it, stands the font, a massive 
octagon, its rim much broken in wrenching out the staples 
of the cover. The sides, now plain, appear to have been 
charged with coloured scrolls, of which one — the letters 
I H S, the monogram of the name of Jesus — ^may per- 
haps be deciphered : the bowl is lined with lead and has 
a drain. On raising the top, we found in it a coil of 
rope, the sexton's grave-tacMe, the only present use, as 
our informant very innocently informed us, to which the 
orifice is now applicable. And yet, in the orders and 
directions given by Bishop Wren, a. d. 1636, to be 
observed in his diocese of Norwich, it is enjoined, " that 
the font at baptism be filled with clear water, and that 
no dishes, pails, or basins be used in it, or instead of it.'* 
At the period of our last visit the ropes had yielded 
place to a linen blouse. 

The rood-screen yet survives, although in a mutilated 
state, the "beautiful gates" having long since disap- 
peared. Portions of elegant tracery remain on the panels 
of the lower section, and several jiiers or buttresses, 
having the fronts terminated by small attached half- 
round shafts with castellated capitals, present models of 
no ordinary attraction. "Would that we might speak in 
praise of some recent attempts at restoration here, but 
such work is far above the skiU of a common artizan. 
The sedilia are graduated in three separate seats, a form 
by no means usual in this deanery ; a square perforation 
next the upper one communicates with the trefoiled 
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fenestella adjoining. A shelf occurs here, supposed by 
some to have been a receptacle for the holy-oil cruets, 
and beneath we find the usual water drain. 

" It is always desirable that there should be a narrow 
entrance at the side of the chancel, appropriated to the 
use of the clergyman ;" and this convenience has been 
carefully provided by the original builders. A crop of 
dandelions, leontodon taraxacum^ rooted in the crevices of 
its broken sill, indicates, however, that to use it is a thing 
out of mind here. An early English triplet occurs over 
the communion-table, that and the altar-rails forming no 
exception to the general decay. The decalogue, flanked 
on the gospel side by the royal arms, appears on the 
rood-screen. The lateral windows of the chancel, two of 
them lychnoscopic, and the lanciform couplets of the 
nave, have aU been blocked with flint to above the centre 
of elevation. 

We have spoken of a partial repair; it consists mainly 
in a remodelling of the pulpit and reading-pue, situate 
southward without the rood-screen. We were pleased to 
find the offensive backing upon the altar no longer dis- 
gracing them; but when will all confess, and act on 
their convictions, that the place of prayer is in the 
chancel I An effigies in brass occurs in the central 
avenue near the front ; it is well worthy of inspection. 

The weather moulding of the ancient roof, seen on the 
western fagade of the tower, indicates the extent to which 
the present meagre affair has been dropped. Would 
that it offered the only instance of spoliation ! but how 
gross in many ways the disregard of this place where 
His honour dweUeth ; how niggard the supply that has 
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been extended to its necessities ; how secular the tastes 
and dispositions by which that supply has been directed. 
The sleek steed in the rich man's stall, the costly furni- 
ture of his dwelling, have left but an obolus for the 
sanctuary, and even that has been ill-expended. But 
'* is it a time to dwell in ceiled houses, and the Lord's 
house not regarded ?" 



FOXLEY. 

How we delight in woodland scenery, especially when, 
as on the margin of our native estuary, the autumnal 
trees have had their crisped foliage and tangled roots 
reflected in the glassy tideway, its surface alternating 
in light and shadow, and the lucid depth varied as 
passing over dark sea- weed or glistening shingle ! The 
carter would be seen urging his ox-team up the steep 
sanding way, a leading horse champing and chafing at 
the slow advance. Now the gurgling of a copse-hidden 
brook might be interrupted by the measured stroke of 
some woodman's axe reverberated in the distance ; anon 
a silent earth-stopper would cross the more open glade ; 
his rough terrier-dog treading noiselessly on his foot-fall, 
yet not unnoticed by the rabbits that scamper away in 
all directions ; while the whirr of a startled pheasant — 
the more continuous tap of the woodpecker — the flying 
leaps of the squirrel — the sudden swoop of the kestrel, 
or the sparrow-hawk, these animated the air above one. 

And then to look forth from the umbrageous gloom 
on the moving life of the river ! the solemn heron stalk- 
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ing along the shallows ; the quick plunge of the shag in 
deep water ; the arrowy flight of the kingfisher ; the 
restless activity of the sea-gulls ! And these not unmixed 
with snatches of man and his pursuits on the same ele- 
ment. That noise is the rattle of the coal-skipper*s 
derrick^ as he discharges his lading into the lighter 
alongside ; there a huge raft of deals floats upward with 
the early flood; those boats, the bright iron mascles 
dripping from their quarters, are the oyster fleet ; that 
narrowing circle of corks marks the progress beachward 
of a ground- sein with its finny spoil — and there just 
landed from their black cutter, are several officers from 
a Queen's brig in the lower Sound, bargaining with the 
young fishwives for the red mullets of their last haul. 
Little however of such scene might wot the idiot-boy 
who hung on our wheels the whole length of Foxley 
covers, seemingly anxious to impart a tale of Ms wood- 
man's craft. 

But nous void, once again at the priest's door of the 
church of S. 8Cl^oma»,* at Foxley, improved indeed since 
our former visit, but still oflering some things to '* sear 
the eye" withal. And being at the priest's door, we 
wonder how long it has been denuded of its stone sill ? 
The church comprises a chancel, nave, and a west tower. 

Over the altar-table, which when last here we found 
crutched on an odd leg, is a fine Decorated window of 
three ' days ;' the side walls originally possessed four 
lancet-lights, that to the south-west presenting a very 
wide lychnoscopic splay. The opposite one being 

* The Orientation, &* south of ea»t, afibrds no indioation whether S. Thomas 
Apostle, or S. Thomas a Becket 
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wholly blocked, parties here seem to hare thought, 
like Mrs. Clutterbuck, that its tracery might as well 
be pierced with an aperture for the stove-pipe, as any 
where else. Out on the huge deformity ! A neat tre- 
foiled piscina has been happily cleared from the mass of 
torn leaves, from psalters and prayer books, that we once 
saw in it, and the priest's door adjoining supplied with a 
trelliced wicket. It is painful nevertheless, to find a 
chancel lumbered with forms, ladders, square pues with 
curtains, ^* genua etphrabile n quid'' 

The rood-screen, rising under an elegant chancel-arch 
springing from semi-octagonal piers with stilted Perpen- 
dicular bases, has two compartments on each side of the 
" beautiful gates," the lower section of which last only 
remains. A Cardinal, as indicated by his red hat, is 
seen depicted here ; all the rest, together with the seats 
in the nave, have been smeared with a coating of pale 
blue paint, glaring up in chill uniformity on the super- 
incumbent segmental ceiling ! 

Opposite an antique door in the south-western bay of 
the nave, and in advance of the once open tower arch- 
way, stands the octagonal font, a massive specimen of 
the Perpendicular style ; it is raised on two low steps, 
is lined with lead, and has a drain. The bowl, panelled 
externally, and charged on them with cinquefoils, has its 
orifice protected by a good conical cover with a gilt 
finial. We are happy to add that this font at least has 
been thoroughly cleansed within and without, and is 
now in use — alas, that such a remark should be needed. 
A gallery, advanced so as well nigh to cover it, well de- 
serves ranking among " the mean and petty reconstructions 
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of the interior of our parochial churches which have been 
effected within the last hundred years."* The walls, 
except where faced by this unsightly excrescence, wear 
an aspect of nakedness which might well be relieved by 
" scrolling" them with a few sacred texts. They are 
pierced by large Tudor windows of three dnquefoil ogee 
lights, with Perpendicular tracery. 

The pulpit and reading-desk ibrm no contrast to the 
mean and common place design of the furniture generally ; 
we think the low door crossing the central avenue just 
before the font in very objectionable taste — ^it reminds 
one of nothing so much as a college buttery-hatch. 
Not but that there are redeeming points in the credita- 
ble state of the fabric itself to balance the meagre 
poverty of the interior ; although we still turn to ask 
why "prtvoHs majora/ocia*' should be so utterly inappli- 
cable to the fittings of God's tabernacle here and 
elsewhere ? 

The tower, with its rich crocketed pinnacles rising at 
the four angles, is banded by two string-courses, the 
first under a parapet embattled of four, the other beneath 
the belfry windows, each of two ogee lights with a qua- 
trefoil in the head. A rectangular stair-turret in the 
south-east conducts to a chamber wherein are hung six 
bells. The " franch" buttresses, which reach only to 
the lower string-course, are divided by the sets-off into 
three stages ; altogether this steeple presents a beautiful 
specimen of freemasonry in the olden days. The roof is 
now, as indicated by the weather moulding, of a lower 
pitch than anciently ; the lead covering of the nave and 

« OkdHone's " Charoh Prino^let." 
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thatched chancel have been replaced by an uniform 
superficies of pantiles. The south porch, the only one, 
has a pointed arch inserted ^thin a square compart- 
ment with sculptured spandrels. 

The church at Bawdeswsll, the next in order of our 
itinerary, has recently Heen rebuilt ; it will find notice, 
together with the new churches a^ Haynford and Catton 
respectiyely, in a separate article. 



SPARHAM. 

Has it never struck the reader of these notices that 
had our pursuit been that of mere dilettanti in Anglican 
Church architecture,— had we sought only 

'* To plack each harebell in the flowery way ;" 
we should scarcely have confined ourselves to any par- 
ticular district, much less to one where fail us the 
research and accuracy of Blomefield? Qladly should 
we have received from him some indication of what, at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, was the actual 
state of the church of S^, fitUaji t^ Firgln, at Sparham. 

It is a regular pile, consisting of a chancel, a nave, 
flanked by north and south aisles, towards the building 
of which last, dame Joan Bust, widow, bequeathed in 
1481, all her lands and tenements ; and a square tower, 
centrally situate at the west end. The roof of the nave 
is covered with lead, those of the chancel and aisles are 
tiled. The direction as ascertained by the Orientator, 
exacdy coincides with the Feast of the Aimunciation. 
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The general condition of the edifice is flBir from creditable 
to those on whom has devolved the sacred charge of its 
preservation: the celestial AmpoUa might he very weU 
employed upon them. 

The east window has three cinquefoiled ogee lights 
under a Tudor arch, and having transoms below the 
" supermullions'' whi^h are trefoiled. There are indica- 
tions of an angular fenestella adjoining the sedile, 
formed by a window sill. The chancel (40 feet by 15) has 
three windows on either side, four of them are cinque- 
foiled lanciform couplets perforated in the spandrels, the 
hoods being chamfered at the edges, and the jambs very 
widely splayed. The others, situate near the chancel 
arch, partake of a lychnoscopic character, and are coup- 
lets in the Perpendicular style. There is a priest's 
door on the south side under a pointed arch. The holy 
table, raised by two steps at the altar rails, corresponds 
with these in its turned legs ; we are sorry to add that 
as at Ebing, money has lately been ill bestowed on a 
tawdry decalogue. 

The chancel-arch, which has a window — ^a foliated 
Perpendicular couplet — opening above it, springs from 
semi-octagonal piers with Decorated capitals. Two 
arcades with stone benches occur on each side within 
these : before those nearest the screen and *' returned" 
upon it, we find two elegant stalls exhibiting Decorated, 
Perpendicular, and flowing tracery on alternate panels. 
They have been disfigured rather than mutilated by 
clumsy attempts to convert them into pues ! The roof 
is good open work, rising over a cornice supported by 
cantilever brackets. 
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The lower section of a beaatifal rood-screen yet 
remains, although in a yery dilapidated state: the 
stilted bases of the shafts are worthy of notice. The 
panels on the south side are remarkable for haying 
skeleton and emaciated figures in shrouds depicted upon 
them ; a curious, but by no means unique feature. No 
traces of a rood stair-case can anywhere be discoyered. 
The piers of the naye, three on each side, are octagonal, 
with Decorated capitals and bases; the arches aboye 
them are not all of like span, those to the west being 
wider, and consequently less pointed than the others. 
Most of the open seats suryiye here ; some haye their 
low backs caryed with the Tudor flower in front and 
reyerse of the hand-rail, and pierced beneath with qua- 
trefoils bearing central roses. The standards are 
surmounted by elaborately caryed poppy-heads with 
cheyrons at the throat, and the elbows are supplied with 
figures of dogs ^'segant:" other seats, which are 
without backs, haye their ends bordered with lozenge- 
shaped flowers on a cayetto moulding. The pulpit, an 
unusually small one, is hexagonal, its panels being 
furnished with tracery in late Perpendicular style : the 
lower portion has disappeared. It stands oyer a 
wretched prayer-desk on the north side of the naye by 
the first pier from the chancel. The bins are not nu- 
merous; but we were pained to obsenre one in the 
south aisle of recent erection with four elegant standards 
most unnaturally foisted into the angles. Oh those 
joiners, those rural joiners ! 

The western arch, its inner soffit springing from 
small semi-octagonal piers with Perpendicular capitals 
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and bases, is supplied with continuous mouldings ; the 
whole being inserted under a Decorated label plainly 
returned. The open roof has neither tie-beams nor col- 
lars ; the corbels under the wall-pieces are sculptured in 
angels bearing shields, the timbers remain happily 
unpolluted with lime-wash. The windows of the aisles 
are for the most part ogee triplets, supermullioned under 
low arches — the exceptions, an early English (transition) 
couplet, and a square-headed ogee window, also of two 
lights, at the west end of the north and south aisles 
respectively. The nave and aisle jointly extend over a 
space of 70 feet by 46. 

The octangular font has its compartments sunk under 
early English arches ; the more than usually capacious 
orifice is lined with lead and supplied with a drain. It 
once stood on a round central stem with eight satellytes 
about it, as indicated by marks on the base-stone. Its 
position is apt, being by the western pier, just opposite 
the south door, which is elaborately enriched with ver- 
tical tracery. A broken water-ctoup occurs on the right 
within the aisle. 

The tower, which is square with " franch" buttresses 
continued at the east angles down within the aisles, 
consists of two stages only, exclusive of a panelled base- 
ment : a newel staircase occurs in the south-east. The 
parapet is embattled of two, and charged with alternate 
panels and shields; the pinnacles are crocketted, and 
range with the buttresses, that is, diagonally. A pair 
of gurgoyles appear on the north and south sides, the 
east and west have central ones only. The belfiy win- 
dows are foliated couplets with vertical tracery under 
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pointed arches. The west window, now in a Tery mu- 
tilated state, exhibits a few panes only in a wooden 
frame; the door under it is blocked altogether. A 
corbel of the dripstone here displays a female head, the 
chevelure turned up behind and entirely enclosed in a 
caul of net-work, the costume of Henry Uld's reign. 
Above occurs an elegant niche : the jambs are cham- 
fered, with a flowered cayetto moulding, and engaged 
half-round shafts on stilted bases. Two grotesque 
animals are ^squatted' on the Perpendicular capitals. 
The canopy projects with an ogee trefoiled arch springing 
from angels* heads: the spandrels are charged with 
shields under an embattled brattishing with quatrefoils 
on the frieze. 

We found an ancient strongly-banded chest lying in 
the north aisle, the semicircular cover much decayed. 
The royal arms, tern* Qeorge I, are suspended over the 
north door. An organ within the steeple-arch, which is 
spoiled by a gallery, has long ceased — ^we were told — to 
blend its notes with the voices of singing men and 
singing women. 

The clerestory windows, in the Perpendicular style 
under depressed four-centered arches, exhibit many 
tolerably perfect figures of saints, &c. in stained glass, 
as does also the tracery of those in the aisles. There is 
a fine brass by the rood-screen, of a priest, Richard 
Dykke, in his vestments. 
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The ground plan of this spacious fabric, which exhibits 
the decadence of the Perpendicular style, has its parts 
and dimensions as here given : 

South transept Jg I Tower ^^ 

The church is dedicated to iS. ^Uxp, the direction by 
the compass east-north-east, which accords pretty closely 
with the Assumption of our Lady— -depicted on the 'fron- 
tell' ofthe altar in 1556. 

The east window comprises four dnquefoiled lights 
under an equilateral arch surmounted with Decorated 
interior label ; the mullions intersect in the head to form 
foliated tracery. Beneath, and flanked on either side by 
tablets of the decalogue, appears a handsome painting in 
chiaroscuro of our Redeemer blessing the eucharistic 
elements in presence of his disciples ; the effect is much 
impaired by a very mean frame. The altar rails, raised 
by two steps, are only in too close keeping with it ; the 
table tolerably good : of the side-windows three are 
early English transition, i. e. lanciform couplets perforated 
in the head ; the one near the altar on the gospel-hand 
has been blocked to receive a mural monument. But 
attention will be drawn to a narrow foliated lancet in the 
south-west, between the priest's door, — apparently dis- 
used — and the screen : it is very widely splayed on both 
sides under a segmental hood ; a low transom divides it 
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from an aperture, now blocked, which was probably 
furnished with an internal shutter, the hinges being yet 
extant on the west side. One of two modem pues, that 
have supplanted the original miseres, intersects this 
feature at just half its elevation. A pointed arch in the 
north wall might once afford access to a sacristy : of the 
sedilia and piscina no vestiges have survived. The prim- 
itive roof is hidden by a semicircular ceiling rather 
below the cusps of the east window and chancel arch, a 
miserable interpolation every way. 

The south aisle in its eastern portion assumes a 
transeptal form. A depressed wooden arch, with dia- 
pered boss in the centre, springs from plain corbels in 
line with the wall, thus opening on the transept gables 
lighted by a broad triplet without foliations and simply 
pierced in the spandrels under a Tudor arch. The same 
characteristics pervade those of the north and south 
aisles respectively, their plain features strongly contract- 
ing with the elaborate nave-roof, and windows, seven 
on each side, in the clerestory. 

The chancel-arch is extremely good, the archivolt — 
recessed with chamfered soffits — ^springing from semi-octa- 
gonal engaged piers with Decorated capitals. A blocked 
window of two compartments occurs in the gable above, 
which is surmoimted by a wheel cross. A projection on 
on the south-eastern ' respond,' and over it a large mural 
monument, seem to occupy the position of the rood 
staircase ; the original screen has been displaced by one 
of very poor design, "ex dono Oliver le Neve 1674." 
Would that the taste of the age had been more propi- 
tious to his devout liberality ! The piers, three on each 
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side, are octagonal, and have bell-shaped Decorated 
capitals annuletted beneath ; the pier arches equilateral 
with double soffits chamfered at the edges. The pulpit, 
rising above a prayer-desk which backs upon the altar at 
the north-east angle of the nave, is Jacobean and of large 
dimensions. The fittings in more than wonted degree 
betray the exclusive attention bestowed on those who 
worship in purple and fine linen here. Is the aspect less 
repulsive by reason of its being so commonly presented ? 
we think otherwise. What is there in any man that he 
should presume to exalt himself above his fellow- worm 
in presence of the Lord of Sabaoth ? 

The finest — ^we had almost written the redeeming — 
feature here is the beautiful Perpendicular roof, which 
spans a clerestory that shews, on each side, a tier of 
Tudor three-light windows, with tracery of that period 
heading ogee trefoiled arches. It is divided into eight 
bays— exclusive of a narrow panelled compartment at 
the eastern extreme — formed by principal rafters spring- 
ing fi-om finely moulded wall-pieces, which are imposed 
on corbels in shape of demi-angels bearing shields and 
grotesque heads alternately. At the intersection of 
these (the rafters) with the purlins and roof-tree are 
elegantly carved bosses, figures with clasped hands and 
expanded wings. The valley is perfectly open to the 
high-pitched ridge, without colars, or hammer-beams, 
being tied simply by the spandrels and cornice-braces : 
the frieze is particularly rich. It is painful to add 
that this elaborate example of chaste design and 
architectonic skill has not escaped the pollution of 
white-wash. 
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The western arch is a remarkably fine one ; — it im- 
pends on half-round piers with Decorated capitals : we 
regret much the presence here of an imsightly ' hoarding,' 
and not less so because the outer door being blocked, 
it hides a mass of rubbish that ought not to have 
accumulated. A small foliated niche occurs in the north 
wall of the tower, within the screen. 

The font, restored to use by the present vicar, occupies 
a space on the north side of the central avenue by the 
western pier. It forms a rich specimen of the Perpendi- 
cular era — is octagonal — beaded at the angles, and has 
its panels enriched with figures, carved in bold relief, 
representing the seven sacraments of the Romish church. 
The orifice is lined with lead, and has a drain : the shaft, 
of like pattern with the font, bears the crucifixion and 
other sculptures upon its sides. The whole, which 
seems to have been originally coloured, stands on a low 
oblong slab moulded at the sides. 

The tower is square, and divided by string-courses — 
above each of which it ' battens' considerably — into four 
stages : its outlines are varied by rectangular buttresses, 
that at the south-west embracing on one side a diagonal 
projection threaded by a newel staircase. The parapet 
is embattled of five with angular gurgoyles. The belfry 
windows are ogee-headed couplets ' super-mullioned :' 
small square-headed apertures appear just under the 
parapet, and four lanciform windows are partially blocked 
in the stage beneath them. The west window, once a 
remarkably fine one, has been degraded to receive a 
paltry wooden frame; it is flanked by two beautiful 
ogee niches. 
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The south porch, a spacious and elegant structure in 
the Perpendicular style, has its pointed arch inserted in 
a square compartment, the spandrels and corbels being 
enriched with figures bearing scrolls. The jamb shafts 
are finely moulded and imposed on stilted bases. Above 
is an ogee niche, and coronetted lombardicks appear on 
many parts of the masonry ; we were sorry to find the 
windows blocked. The inner arch is supplied with a 
Decorated label : the original door has been supplanted 
by a very mean one with wooden stanchions. 

The church-chest is of ancient oak, banded with 
wrought-iron, and having arabesques on its front : the 
royal arms — Oliver Le Neve's gift in 1662 — appears 
immediately under the tower arch, being supported by 
painted figures resting on the capitals there. A feretrum, 
or wooden Easter sepulchre, is mentioned in an inventory 
of implements and goods belonging to this church 
m 1556. 



WITCHINGHAM PARVA. 

** When a clerk is presented to a rectory, he looks at the house with 
a practical eye; why does he not also inspect the chancel, and see 
whether the cost of its restoration will exceed what he would willingly 
devote to it out of the proceeds of the henefice ?** 

Pookas Churches ; their Structure, fgc. 

It is pleasing to trace in even the smallest of our 
parochial churches — frequently " piles of simplest ma- 
sonry" — how closely the builders adhered to those 
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Catholic models handed down to them from the earliest 
periods. A nave to contain the main body of the wor- 
shippers, a chancel more especially dedicated to the 
celebration of the holy mysteries, a porch where the rite 
of marriage was frequently performed, and a bell-tower 
by which the parishioners might be more readily called 
together — they held these essential to the public wor- 
ship of Almighty God, and means were not wanting to 
provide them : they knew themselves to be building a 
house for the Eternal, and all was raised massive and 
enduring. 

And the same justness of conception passed with them 
into the interior of the edifice to set everything decently 
and in order there also ! Instead of handing their off- 
spring up into a tall pulpit, or bringing them — ^within 
the altar-rails perhaps — to a little basin perched on a 
sort of flower-stand ;* they sought their admission '' into 
the ark of Christ's church" at a capacious font of stone, 
significantly placed almost on the threshold. The holy 
table was never by them placed in a mere recess, or 
hidden behind a pulpit ; they looked through the open 
screen that enclosed their Holiest, and became filled 
with a very earnest desire to go up to His altar. How 
pure and graceful the primitive exemplar ; how imseemly 
and irreverent the devices that have in too many instan- 
ces supplanted it ! 

To go into the details here ; the groimd-plan of this 
church, which is dedicated to |^. ffiii% F. fSL comprises 
a chancel, nave, south aisle, and west tower. 

* See Dean Lowe's ** Thoqghts on Interior Arrangemento/' Uc, 
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The saddle-stone of the original cross yet remains over 
the east window, the head of which has disappeared, and 
the whole lies blocked under a pointed dripstone : the 
lower mullions, visible within, indicate that it was of three 
lights; we could assign valid reason why it ought 
to be restored. The Decalogue, on a large and mean 
board, stands above a modem communion table of good 
oak. The piscina is built up ; the sedilia are formed in 
the sill of a lanciform couplet pierced in the spandrel. 
The pavement of the chancel, laid diagonally in red and 
yellow, is very good, as also is that of the nave; as 
much cannot be said for the gaudily coloured altar-rails, 
desks and pues. 

The font, which abuts on a pier just within the south 
door — the only access now left — is octangular and raised 
on a low step ; it has a drain, apparently useless, and a 
lead lining. The bowl rises above an octagonal shaft 
imposed on a chamfered base, with half-round and filleted 
mouldings ; but the whole is — as unhappily occurs so 
often elsewhere — ^plastered with the lime-wash of two 
centuries at the least. The same may be deplored of 
the piers, two in number, with their Decorated capitals 
and bases ; the arches above are equilateral, recessed and 
chamfered. The pulpit stands at the north-east angle 
of the nave ; we hardly know whether it excels most 
in size or unsightliness. 

The south aisle — the east end of which has a chantry 
piscina with circular orifice — is remarkable for the de- 
based style of the windows, Norman couplets inserted 
under a pointed aperture. The tower arch, springing 
from corbels, has its apex hidden by a segmental ceiling : 
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the west window, blocked in the head, is widely 
splayed. 

The tower is embattled of three, charged with shields ; 
the parapet, a dressed stone arcade filled in with flints ; 
a single string-course appears beneath it, with gurgoyles 
towards the west angles. The belfry has a window in 
each front, the heads being foliated and set under equi- 
lateral dripstones horizontally returned. This church is 
without a porch. ' 



ALDERFORD. 



AxDBBFOBD Church is pleasantly situated on a little 
knoll rising between the basin of a rivulet, and the low 
grounds of the Wensum. The tasteful and appropriate 
parsonage now erecting near it wiU call for planting the 
ground lying north-west of the tower, and we earnestly 
hope that the trees chosen will be in keeping with the 
locality — ^mulberries, cypresses, Christ's thorn, cedars of 
Lebanon, &c. But to enter the sanctuary, 

** Sacra ostia pandens." 

It consists, as at present standing, of a chancel, nave, 
and square tower at the west end ; but a range of three 
octagonal piers with large Decorated bell-shaped capitals 
indicate that a north aisle was included in the original 
ground plan."^ The edifice is dedicated to j^. Jfoi^n ti)r 

• " This church has two smaU a^las. " Parkin. 
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^spti»tt and its direction by compass coincides with the 
feast of his decollation, (Aug. 29.) 

The east window has three cinquefoil ogee lights, 
" super-mullioned" under a low Tudor arch : beneath it 
occurs a simple but very neat dossel, the decalogue 
appearing in two arched compartments with a cross and 
flowers in the spandrels. The fenestella has a trefoiled 
pointed arch ; its orifice (piscina) deviates eastward from 
the centre ; the sedile is a flat bench below the sill of a 
window. The chancel is raised on single steps at the 
rood-screen — the lower section of which only remains — 
and the altar-rails respectively. 

The features most worthy of notice in this well- 
conditioned little ediflce are its font and windows; 
those of the chancel comprise, 

N. W. A foliated lanciform couplet perforated in the 
head by a quatrefoil under an internal label with con- 
tinuous moulding. 

N. E. Three foliated ogee lights below very elegant 
Decorated tracery. 

S. W. A repetition of the last. 

S. E. A square-headed Perpendicular window of 
three ''days," a lightsome and lofty specimen of the 
style in approaching its decadence. 

The south wall of the nave exhibits three flne windows. 

E. A triple ogee cinquefoiled, with vertical tracery 
under a Tudor arch. 

W. Two ogee lights pierced in the spandrel with a 
quatrefoil. 

The central window, an elaborate work of the Deco- 
rated period, bears recent evidence to the liberality and 
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good taste of the present incumbent, in the stained glass 
of its multifonn tracery. The same may also be observed 
of a couplet in the west or tower end. 

The font, which is more than commonly large and 
massive, stands by the western pier immediately within 
the north door : it is raised on two lofty steps, th^ upper 
one having a slab for the priest's use at the west. Its 
size is relieved by having the seven sacraments of the 
Eomish church represented on as many panels, the 
eighth being occupied by the crucifixion : the shaft, also 
octangular, is supplied with inarched figures, and en- 
gaged circular piers imposed on Perpendicular bases. 
The cavity is lined with lead, and has a drain, both 
apparently long disused ; but the exterior bears marks 
of recent care for its state, creditable to those shewing it. 

The bins here— one of them sadly overgrown — are 
clean, painted, and only moderately high; the same 
perhaps may be noted of the pulpit and desks, *' mean 
and petty reconstructions" as these are. The doors, 
particularly the ancient south door, are in exceedingly 
good preservation. We have nearly finished our survey 
of the interior ; but will pause to append a remark on 
the general apparelling of altar-tables. We had no 
opportunity of observing the sacred furniture here. 

When we consider how much devout attention was 
shewn — what unstinted charges incurred — by our 
godly forefathers, to deck forth the board whereon was 
spread '' the pledge of their eternal health, the hope of 
the resurrection, the food of immortality," one might 
even weep over the sordid contrast now so often pre- 
sented. While the houses of the more affluent among 
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US — of the clergy themselvea — ^vie in all the appHances 
of comfort and decent embellishment, the Lord's altar 
too often wears a guise as if He had announced it *' his 
pleasure to dwell beggarly." Our cunning workmen in 
gold, in silver, and in brass, in cutting of stones and car- 
ving of wood, our engravers, embroiderers, and weavers, 
few of them have wrought, like Bazaleel and Aholiab, for 
the tabernacle. But there are whose labour we should 
prize immeasurably beyond the highest skill of the artizan, 
that of the fair hands engaged, in these days, so un- 
grudgingly and long on mere secular trifles. Why see 
we so little of their eflbrts here ? Why is it not oftener 
recalled to us in the Lord's temple that they were the 
most devoted of His earthly ministrants — 

"Last at his cross, and earliest at his grave l" 

The tower, as already noted, is rectangular, the eleva- 
tion not being divided into stages, but relieved in the 
western outline by bold diagonal buttresses. The 
parapet is plain, save only in its central gurgoyles and 
four Decorated crosses — one of them replaced by the 
present incumbent — ^which supply the place of pinnacles. 
A similar ornament appears over the east window. A dial 
with admonitary scroll — ^* ISkttittxa t|e Xixa^* — ^appears on 
the south porch, the only one. 

If it may be said of some among our sketches — '' plus 
aloes quam mellis habent," the bitter overbalances what 
is sweet in them ; the fault rests not with ourselves but 
in a lukewarm and worldly age, that recks nothing of 
" binding themselves every man and woman to their 
power towards the reparation and clean-keeping of the 
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church." It redounds much in honor of the rector and 
his parishioners to observe the spirit in which this godly 
admonition has here been responded to. 



SWANNINGTON. 



" The old Archdeacon, I remember, told my father we were quite 
a pattern for neatness— he happened to call jnst after the white- 
washing.*' Paget $ 8, AnthoHn*s. 

Hebe also the newly erected parsonage, in the 
Elizabethan style, is characteristic — a point altogether 
lost sight of in some other parts of the deanery. The 
priest's dwelling should be raised after the fashion of 
his order, an ancient and venerable one ; and not rather 
corresponding in its fagade with Mr. Timothy Gubbins, 
citizen and drysalter, his hebdomadal retreat at Brent- 
wood. But to the church — 

It is dedicated in honor of JS. Utargawt,* and com- 
prises a chancel, nave, two aisles, an engaged western 
fower and a south porch. The orientation is 5© 37" 
north of east. We learn from inscriptions near the 
altar, one of them on a mural sarcophagus, that the last 
two incumbents held this benefice during a period of 
eighty years ; we would fain hope that the present 
awkward and imrubrical arrangement of the chancel can 
be laid to the charge of neither of them. 

• " In 1450, the feast of the dedication here was changed ih)m Marchll, to 
the anniversary of S. Catharine." Parkin. 
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The east window exhibits four ogee trefoiled lights, 
super-mullioned under a Tudor arch, with an internal 
head-and-hoUow hood-moulding. On either side of the 
holy table — a mean affair, as also are the altar rails — we 
find three plain lanciform lights inserted under an 
equilateral arch; and in the south-west, beyond the 
priest* 8 door, occur two couplets of like figure divided 
by a slender wall-pier only : these however are supplied 
with trefoils in the lower lights, that are crossed by 
transoms, in the tracery and the spandrels. The hood 
mouldings throughout correspond with that of the east 
window. The stall seats here are situate in a plain 
lateral recess, their pendants lie under three pointed 
arches with labels ; the fronts have wholly disappeared. 
We should advise the removal of the double open school 
seats lately introduced, not only as being in themselves 
imworthy of the site, but also because, unless as a choir^ 
the presence of children here were well dispensed with. 

In order to obliterate the numerous frescoes originally 
seen on the walls of our churches, the Puritans intro- 
duced lime-wash, and the evil example has prevailed 
to this day, encrusting and obscuring not merely paint- 
ings, but the delicacies of our mediaeval masonry. The 
sedilia here, divided into the usual three compartments 
over a bench of uniform level, present ogee arches 
inserted within a square headed band or fascia, the 
spandrels being enriched with foliations, and the frieze 
with little roses. Surely they ought not to remain much 
longer in their present neglected state ; but we have 
" often been struck with hearing clergymen, kno^vn to 
be zealous for God's honour, descant on some elaborate 
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work in their church in a manner that shewed them 
possessed of feeling as well as taste, yet apparently never 
have thought of restoring them,*'* or even — frequently 
the only requirement — cleansing them of lime-wash. 
The piscina has wholly disappeared. 

The chancel-arch rises above semi-circular piers with 
Decorated capitals. Two motdded tie-beams brace the 
low-pitched Perpendicular roof; they deviate somewhat 
from the horizontal line, and are connected with the 
rafters over them by perforated Catharine wheels, quatre- 
foils and other tracery. The same are repeated in the 
north aisle, where a few bold mouldings and diapered 
bosses produce good effect : we were pleased to find the 
roof of this aisle re-leaded to about half its extent, a 
judicious and creditable reparation — the nave is slated, 
and has a wheel-cross at the east end. 

The rood-stairs, their entrance closed by a mean door 
adjoining the chancel-arch, threads the south-east res- 
pond, the superior aperture is blocked. The nave piers, 
on each side two, are elegantly formed of four-clustered 
cylindrical shafts, banded under Decorated capitals ; the 
arches, rather acutely pointed, — there is much about 
this church recalling the early English style — are simply 
recessed and chamfered. The bench-ends are quaintly 
formed without poppy-heads, and in a very decayed 
state ; but the ancient woodwork — if we may judge 
from a small remnant of the rood-screen, and a bench of 
more pretension in the north aisle — was debased in cha- 
racter. The south door, which yet retains its antique 

* " Chim^ Enlai^^ement," &c., by ihe Cambridge Cunden Society. 
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wooden lock, is in tenantahle condition ; as much may 
not be said for that opposite. 

The windows of the north aisle, three in number, were 
each of three foliated ogee lights with vertical headings ; 
we regret to add that these last are blocked throughout. 
All the other windows are ogee couplets with a quater- 
foil in the spandrel. Indications of a parclose and screen 
may be traced on the north-eastern pier, was the chapel 
of S. John Baptist within these ? But to re-enter the 
nave at its western extremity. 

The steeple, as before mentioned, advances within the 
church, where the arches of its lantern spring westwardly 
from lofty and massive wall-piers, relieved by double 
angular semi-columns with Decorated capitals, the 
archivolt also double and acutely pointed. The feature 
thus presented is interesting from its comparative rarity, 
more so if we regard its symbolism, as shewn by the 
position of the font. Is stands leftward of the central 
avenue by one of the wall-piers, aptly intervening between 
a " narrow and wandlike narthex," and the nave — the 
ark of Chrisfs church. The octagonal font is large, 
its compartments inarched in early English style : the 
cavity, lined with lead, has a drain. The shaft assimi- 
lates with the rest ; the cover is debased, it shmld be flat, 
with a slightly scrolled wrought-iron bar, staples and 
antique padlock. We had gladly quitted the nave, the 
modern roof of which is creditable both in design and 
execution, without noticing the pavement, the pulpit, 
and the reading pue. But the value of our strictures, 
if of any value, must be attested by their truthfulness. 
The floor presents many ancient slabs stripped of their 
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brasses, with others of later date ; but its condition in 
some parts would ill beseem a hovel ! The others are 
— we hesitate not to aver it — ' facile principes' in an age 
ripe in this respect with '' plans of all degrees of clumsi- 
ness, and contrivances of all degrees of deformity."* 

The square tower has its parapet embattled : the 
belfry windows double lancets, the west one a plain 
lanciform triplet pierced in the head; the diagonal 
buttresses range, after projecting, in line with the walls, 
so as to terminate in a sharp edge, a peculiarity not 
observed by us elsewhere : they are divided by sets-off 
into three stages. There are three bells. 

The porch is late Perpendicular : over a square-headed 
compartment with sculptured spandrels we read i, f^. %, 
Na?armtt0, and on the basement flUrgaretta coronetted. 
The inner doorway has a roll-moulding label over a 
continuous cavetto: one corbel has disappeared, the 
other is mutilated. The cemetery wears a cheerless^ 
bleak aspect, so much so, looking to the numerous 
interments within the pile, as to justify the remark of a 
late writer, that '' the poor man shall have the northern 
and unlighted comer of the grave- yard, while the chan- 
cel is hardly good enough for the deceased rector.*'! The 
decalogue here bears date 1761 ; there is no authority 
whatever for the adjoined Lord's prayer and creed ; far 
better in all cases omitted. Opposite we find the royal 
arms, the gift of John BladweU in the following year. 
The communion-plate, a neat chalice and paten, are 
more ancient, 1639. 

* Poole's " Appropriate Character," &c. 
+ " Quarterly Review." 
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Several corbel-heads on the dripstone &c. of the chan- 
cel externally, will attract, and well repay the ecclesio- 
logist's attention. 



EEEPHAM S. MARY, with KERDISTON. 

Readeb, have you never in approaching the little town 
of Reepham from the eastward, noticed something white 
peering above the roofe of the houses with its back- 
ground of sister towers ? it is the Cross surmounting an 
elaborate chancel window* recently placed there by the 
zealous care of the present rector. Of all decorations that 
can be introduced in Ecclesiastical Architecture, this 
" guardian crest" is the most appropriate. 

This church, dedicated in honour of the Itatibits of t|^ 
Firgfn, comprises a chancel, a nave with two aisles and a 
south tower. The roofs are wholly covered with slate, 
those of the nave and aisles — ^with a want of taste but 
too evident in other reparations of the edifice-— being 
continuous^ a feature which sadly detracts from the external 
effect. The direction by the compass is 18^ south of east. 
The east window has three dnquefoiled ogee lights with 
Decorated tracery under a drop arch, the jambs, mullions, 
&c. being very finely moulded. The side windows were 
six foHated ogee couplets pierced in the head with 

* The architect, Mr. Stannard, of Norwich, has kindlv oommonioated to us 
that it was designed from the west window of an elegant little chapel, now des- 
ecrated, at Houghton S. Giles ; the cross is Perpendicular, the copmg after that 
on the Abbot's bam at Glastonbury. 
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qoatirefoils. The arches are lanciform Tinder segmental 
hoods, chamfered at the edges in cavetto mouldings, the 
jambs being widely splayed. The piscina, placed in the 
right hand comer of the sedile, a (dain slab beneath the 
window sill, is very interestfaig, being ccnaposed of a low 
octagonal shaft without base, but furnished with a good 
Decorated capital, having its superficies sunk in a multi- 
foil orifice with a drain. In the wall east of this, occurs 
a pointed fenesteUa continuously moulded under a crock- 
etted label : within are two foliated sub-arches with a 
quatrefoil in the spandrel, and a transom cutting off the 
lower portion — thus forming, it may be conjectured, 
three distinct reliquaries. The priest's door, a new one, 
with Perpendicular label over continuous mouldings, 
opens under a pointed arch beneath the central south 
window, which is shortened to receive it 

The altar-rails are far more substantial than elegant, 
the table, recently furnished with a handsome covering 
of scarlet cloth* — ^is raised on a platform, the space 
within the rails being otherwise on a level with the nave. 
The intervening pavement declines by a step, a somewhat 
unusual but by no means unique arrangement: it is 
symbolical of humility in the priesthood. Here occur 
four elegant stalls: the standards have their finials 
elaborately sculptured with figures and devices, the 
panels are enriched with pendants between ogee crock- 
etted arches and other tracery: we meet with Tudor 
flowers in the quasi Meze under the desks, and a range 
of quatrefoils with central roses is seen beneath a low 
embattled transom. The buttresses are panelled and 

* We had mnch preferred its being " vested with a frontal and palls/* 
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supplied mth sets-off, and pedimental heads ; — the muti- 
lations are trivial compared to what has been done by 
vulgar attempts to convert them into pues ! On the north 
side here is an antient area Domini, or chest for alms, as 
enjoined by the 84th canon. ' 

The chancel arch is inferior ; above it are suspended 
the royal arms, date 1745, in good carving : the roof is 
plastered between the rafters, the nave has a concave ceil- 
ing with cornices. The piers here, three on each side, 
are octangular with Decorated capitals under pointed 
arches with recessed and chamfered soffits : we could 
not ascertain whether a clerestory formerly existed. Two 
ranges of ancient open seats, in very dark oak, occupy 
the lower portion of the nave ; the hindmost appear to 
have been sculptured at the elbows with griffons : we 
have seen finer specimens of poppy-heads. The hina are 
square, and high enough to screen the drowsy, — the 
pulpit and desks 

" Budis indigestaque moles." 

How often in a modem, or reconstructed church, have 
we to lament the unseemly position of the minister, 
addressing prayer towards the "worldly sanctuary" of 
the nave, and away from the typical heaven of the 
chancel! These remarks are elicited by the western 
frontage of the desks here, a perversion traceable in no 
remote degree to the ill-regulated zeal of the Puritans. 
The primitive church acted more wisely in these respects, 
giving her devotion material forms and signs that were 
by no means without correspondent spiritual effects, and 
we have gained little by departing from their godly 
exemplar. 
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The aisles are in nothing so remarkable as for two ranges 
of wooden windows, most debased in character, and 
standing there to the disgrace, while they last, not only of 
the Borromini who introduced them, but also of those 
who could tamely brook the perpetration of such 
enormities. 

The font is curious ; we incline to pronounce it early 
English. The square bowl, lined with lead and haying 
« drain, exhibits slightly inarched panels : it stands on 
a circular central stem with four satellites of irregular 
form at the angles. The base is imposed on two low 
steps before, but not in contact with, the north-west 
respond. We were sorry to find a vulgar blue basin on 
the unsightly cover, bearing thus open testimony to the 
desuetude of the canonical vessel. 

The rectangular tower, which contains two bells, is 
centrally situate, and partially engaged in the south aisle, 
the belfi7 windows lanciform couplets pierced in the 
head under equilateral arches ; a string course occurs 
below that on the south side. The parapet is embattled 
over shields and panels ; the pinnacles have disappeared, 
but not so a pair of monster gurgoyles looking southward 
into the grave-yard. The buttresses are diagonal, of 
three stages with plain sets-offl The south window — 
it now affords light into a vestry— presents two foliated 
ogees under a square head, with a whole and two half 
quatrefoils for tracery. The porch has its outer door- 
way supplied with a Perpendicular label over continuous 
mouldings, the arch springing from semi-octangular 
shafts mutilated to receive a wooden gate : the inner 
door has been subjected to contumely yet greater. Two ro 
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bed figures will be found sculptured on one of the angular 
buttresses of the chancel, and some peculiarities in the 
lower stage of the tower — where the ancient scroll-work 
yet survives on the door — are calculated to excite eccle- 
siological speculation.* 

We cannot close our survey without recurring to the 
elegant altar-window before noticed. " If rectors would 
aUdo as much for their chancels, the rest of the church 
would follow before long, and we should see the whole 
structure more worthy of its sacred purpose," f 



WHITWELL cum HACKFORD.J 

"The font, I say. Why not? And why not near 
To the church door ? Why not of stone f" — Herbert. 

"An indenture tripartite, dated 18 April, 35 Henry 
VIII. between Robt. Cooke, owner in fee of the church of 
Whitwell, Chr. Lockwode, parson of Hackford ^W S&aint» 
and vicar of Whitwell, and Thomas Ba3^eld and others, 
patrons of the said vicarage, witnesseth that as the 
church of Hackford, and the chancel, with all the church 
goods, ornaments and jewels, were burnt by accident, 
the said rectory was consolidated with Whitwell, by 
William, Bishop of Norwich." || 

* For the monuments hi thiit ohuroh, see Paridn's " History of Norfolk/' 
Vol. VIII. Page 246, &o. 

f " British Critic." No. LIU. page 488. 

X The altar-plate consists of a chalice (1681) and paten recently presented 
<' EcelesUB de Hackford com Whitwell ;" the Cfarolean cap is inscribed, ** For 
the use of ttie Towne, &c" But the antiquarian error must not weigh a 
nutshell to impair the godly oblation. 

n Parkin's "History of Norfolk." 
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Whitwell church then has a chancel, sacristy, nave, 
with south chapel, and a square tower at the west end — 
the direction by compass, 5<* south of east, and the dedi- 
cation in honor of Sb. ^ic^orl, nearly coincide. 

The east window has two dnquefoil irregular lights ; 
the central mullion biforks above these under a triangular 
polyfoil — the arch Norman, with hood moulding, beaded 
in the chamfer. Lateral windows appear in the south 
wall only, two square-headed Tudor couplets; below 
that eastward is a small plain sedile. A sacristy on the 
north side has no feature worthy of notice. The altar 
table and rails are raised by a single step : chairs have 
been set near them for the use, as we learn, of certain 
aged and infirm poor — a practical diatribe on the un- 
sightly '' packing boxes" lumbering this chancel, which 
we were heartily glad to read. 

The high-pitched roof, open to the ridge-piece, and 
panelled in two bays, affords a fair specimen of com- 
paratively recent work. The principals rise over stout, 
moulded wall-pieces, supporting a cornice, with canti- 
lever brackets, and above it a line of queen posts having 
the interstices pierced round central bosses. The bracing 
ribs are enriched on the soffits by increscents and decours 
alternately, and the collars by trefoils at their junction 
with the purlins : from each collar spring curved struts 
inclining to the slope of the rafter. The chancel arch is 
obtusely pointed with a double chamfered soffit; and 
semi-octagonal shafts with Decorated capitals are at- 
tached to shallow pilasters, fluted at the angles. On 
either side the nave was a range of four simple-pointed 
windows set in recesses formed by a bold arcade of 
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double ogee mouldings, continued down narrow columns. 
The south chapel, unworthy of further remark, has 
wholly blocked one, and four hare their mullions and 
tracery — miseralnle cUctuI supplanted by woodwork: 
the three others merit careful inspection. Two lower 
ogee lights have flamboyant spandrels opening under 
Norman arches: over these the mullion radiates, a 
quatrefoil appearing under each sub-arch, but it is con^ 
tinned also in a rertical line with tracery ^* fitche-in-the 
foot,'' and a central quatrefoil over all. 

The pulpit, an elaborate Jacobean hexagon, occupies 
the north-east angle of the nave, its panels, backboard, 
and Meze of the canopy being enriched with vine-leaves, 
tend]::ils, grapes, &c. The reading-desk is modem, cum- 
brous, and with the not uncommon west frontage. A 
stove appeared near it at our former visit, we marked 
not whether Amot, Chunk, or Vesta; it has hi^pily 
been taken away. Such things are ** hideous in them- 
selves, and never give much heat, except when they 
happen to set the building in a blaze. It is undeniable, 
that up to the Restoration, there were no fires in churches, 
and the winters were then at least as severe as now."* 
We are aware how exceedingly damp the walls here ; 
but— cure them by a surer method. 

The base slab of a Norman font, sunk for cylindrical 
stem, and eight shafts at the angles, Hes in the south 
porch; but it were difficult to reconcile the present 
wooden aiBsdr with recent episcopal enquiry for *' a font of 
stone, with a cover to it, standing in the ancient usual 

* Cambridge Camdeo Society Papers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



WHITWELL. 81 

place.'' In the cavity we found four scolloped and 
plain tin candle-sockets — a snuffers — ^a glass bottle — an 
iron rod — a bit of lead. 

The tower is rectangular, of three stages, and having 
the parapet embattled of three, and enriched with shields 
and the cross flory within tracery. It has " franch" 
buttresses of four, with sloping sets-off, and good 
crocketted pinnacles : a semi-hexagon projecting in the 
south-east, is threaded by spiral stairs. The upper 
windows have each two ogee lights, with a central 
lozenge above, under a simple pointed arch. The beliry 
is pierced by quatrefoil windows in a square compart- 
ment : a clock occupies that on the west, with a legend 
— ** VifmtnAn etwnftp." Beneath, a large window shews — 
over a transom heading three pointed-lights — three cin- 
quefoil ogees ' super-mullioned,' and with central 
quatrefoil, under a Perpendicular dripstone. Two monster 
gurgoyles — they symbolize the misery of outcasts from 
Christ* s church — appear in the upper string-course of 
this front. 

The south porch, the only one, asks more than cursory 
notice, and that although mutilated by a Vandalism well 
nigh past belief. The outer doorway has two Perpendi- 
cular jamb-shafts of unequal size divided by a continuous 
hollow : the arch above is chamfered in two orders with 
half round and ogee continuous mouldings, the whole 
being inserted in a rectangular compartment with mutila- 
ted spandrels and corbel-heads. The square hooded 
windows, two-lights under low four-centered arches, are 
blocked. A trefoil basement, of dressed flint and ashler, 
oQcurs here and in the tower, and the lateral buttresses 
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of the nave are panelled on die &ces, with cinquefoil 
headings. 

In an evil hour, A. D. 1834, the parishioners were 
unhappily seduced into erecting a gallery, above glanced 
at. But we shrink from paining those who, while 
Uessed with eye-sight, must deplore their tolerance 
of the unsightly mass, grave virtu mundUias pepuUt, 
It is ^ost futile, with the rhomboidal * sleeping-boxes' 
below, to plead want of space; and we sincerely assent to 
Bishop Medley's observati^m, ^' that incorrect taste in 
religious edifices implies incorrect moral perception, an 
error not always wilful, but which nevertheless requires 
to be amended.'' 

This church stands in the same grave-yard as Beep- 
ham 8. Mary's : it has, by the font, two ancient slabs- 
one *' reaved" with the matrix of a small effigies over 
the legend, the other with an Orate pro animd — both 
have been diverted from the correct position ! Messrs. 
Churchwiffdens should read and heed the follow- 
ing Decanal inquiry ; '* Does the earth He against the 
outward walls, above the level of the inner pavement?" 
An ivy-mantled tower is picturesque, but sometimes apt 
to injure the masonry. 

How often, on asking about the church-bells, are we 
informed that one or more of them have been sold to 
meet exigencies which, beyond all controversy, ought to 
have been supplied without having recourse to such 
godless spoilation ! A good peal of six yet remains here. 
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▲ PBEFAIOBY LETTEB TO THE CHTTBCHWABDEN8, &C. 

S1B8, — It is hardly probable that you have read a 
brief notice in ^^ the Ecdesiologist,'* under date April, 
1842, of the dilapidated condition of your parish church : 
since that period partial improvements appear to have 
taken place, but by no means enough to supersede the 
propriety of a few words on what has been done — on 
what remains to be done. 

All, save such as think the cheapest way of serving 
God the best, will lament that those aforetime connected 
with the benefice, whether in usufruct or as patrons ; as 
well as they in whose regard the stately pile ought to 
have been considered an heir-loom beyond all price; 
lived without an active zeal for its honor. The spirit of 
the godly founders ceased to influence those who came 
after them. Wealth continued indeed to be lavished 
here, but on objects purely personal — ^witness the mural 
tablets, " huge excrescences of marble and stone, utterly 
offensive to the eye of taste."* But the theme is an 
ungrateful one, and our business just now, practical 
rather than speculative. 

And on that account we shall not dwell upon the love 
and admiration that ought to move even the most callous 
and worldly by whom your splendid fane is entered: 
enoiigh if you have a heart to feel its claims, and a 

* MarUand's " Bemarku," &c. 
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prayerful desire to know how these may be best supplied. 
Remember that our ancestors were not so rich in the 
means to build churches, as in the self-dental by which 
these means were enlarged ! Be deaf to carpings about 
popery, deafer still to objections from the sordid ; say to 
either — " We have this noble church entrusted to our 
care, and under God's blessing will not swerve from our 
duty to it." 

The primary requisite is, to get the fabric itself, when 
found otherwise, in a state of substantial repair ; and in 
progress of effecting this, you should especially guard 
against damp from accumtdation of earth about the 
foundations — darkness by blocking of windows — wet 
through a defective roof — and dirt by ingress of birds, 
bats, &c. That these points have not all been kept in 
view so closely as desirable, it will not be diffictdt to shew. 

For look to the ordinary procedure in repairing a 
private residence. If you found a window over its prin- 
cipal entrance blocked in one part, and with a hole in 
another; if t^e trellice work of the open porch was 
shattered, the chamber above dark ; if the gable admitted 
wind and rain into an attic — would you begin by colour- 
ing the entrance-hall? If the interior of the house 
could be re-modelled to advantage, would you paper and 
otherwise embeUish the present party walls ? If roof or 
doors needed repair, would you at once be at charge for 
pictures ? And yet we fear something analagous to this 
has been the course at Salle — you have begun at the 
torong end. 

While the western fa9ade of your tower is so wretchedly 
marred — the mullions of your porch- windows lost— those 
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in either parvise with their elegant niches dilspidated ; — 
while a half-closed hole opens by the roof-tree over your 
elaborate tower aich^ — what propriety in diverting your 
funds to the trumpery of white-wash ! A few gallons of 
sulphnzic acid (oil of vitriol,) in the hands of those 
knowing how to use it, were worth all the Hme that has 
encrusted pier and arch, jamb and midlion, since Puri- 
tan's brush was first used upon them. Your church 
toniture also may be briefly glanced at. 

The pulpit — we readily acquit you of the deed — has 
beyond all doubt cost more in clumsy reconstruction, 
supplying it wif^ ciboriium, nulgo * sounding-board,' and 
other misappliances, among the rest paint, than would 
have * restored' it twofold. In an earlier arrangement, 

** tiie floor 
Of Bwe and ables in unpretending guise 
Was occupied with open benches nmged 
In seemly rows." 

The exclusive pues, those *' family dormitories" now 
occupying the east end are most rq>rehensible : read S. 
James, chap. II, verse 2, and you will have scriptural 
authority for denouncing a scandal which Christian 
proprieties ought to have exploded long ago. Your new 
decalogue is a canonical requirement, — the creed, &c. no 
requirement at all ; but we could dispense with either 
just now in favor of improved portions of the pavement. 
Before we close, permit us to warn you, and all other 
God-fearing men, against the mischievous tendency of 
certain papers cheaply disseminated under title of " Anti- 
Tractarian Tracts." They are fit only for the grocers to 
wrap butter in ; their contents " puritanical trash of the 
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shallowest and silliest kind. As long as men hold that 
the utter desecration now so rife in churches, is better 
than their costly and reverential adornment, they must 
be wholly incapable of appreciating one of the best im- 
pulses of devotional feeling." Our misgivings should be, 
not on the peril of superstition, but the peril of pride 
and vain glory; not that the Lord's house will be 
idolized, but profaned. Selfish inclinations require little 
fostering, and we need not be told, in order to ensure 
beggarliness in God*s house, that it is meet and right so 
to be. 

We desire to subscribe ourselves, be assured, with the 
most respectful feelings. 

Yours, &c. 

P. S. After mature consideration, we have resolved 
on deferring our survey of your magnificent church, to 
a section that may comprbe a Florilegium of Deaneries 
8fc, In the mean time, we would venture to hope that 
a certain worthy baronet, whose fine taste is esteemed in 
inverse ratio of some his other qualities, will not always 
forget his compact with you about the windows in the 
north aisle : your part has been performed Itberalfy and well. 



GEYSTWICK or GEYSTWEYT. 

** The aisle or the chancel, and the charge of their separation that passes 
with the estate, is forgotten." " Poolers Churches ; their structure;' Sfc. 

This church, dedicated in honor of J^. Vetrr, comprises 
a chancel, nave and two aisles, and a square tower, the 
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site of which is peculiar. '' It now stands at the east 
end of the north aisle,* joining the chancel, built of 
Hunstanton-rock stone ; but it is to be observed that this 
belonged to the old church,^ built in a cathedral or con- 
ventual manner, and so was in the middle between the 
nave and choir, with arches to pass through/'f Devoutly 
were it to be wished that the position of the steeple were 
the only thing noticeable about this once fine church ; it 
lies throughout in a state of more than common dilapi- 
dation. 

The impropriate rectory, originally granted to the 
abbey of WaltfaiEun, long ago fell into secular hands ; the 
liabilities conveyed with it — we might have said, the 
honor that accrues to a careful regard for God*s house — 
have been sadly overlooked. The muUions and tracery of 
an elegant east window are displaced by a wooden frame, 
and others in the lateral walls wholly effaced — wie will 
not pursue the melancholy detail. Of the ancient furni- 
ture the piscina only remains, in a very mutilated state. 

Among the grave-stones in the chancel we find, on a 
brass plate, 

" Here lyeth Jefery Styward, gentleman, patron of this cherehe, on 
whose sowle Jesu have mercy. A. D. M. V. XLUII.** 

Another of a date subsequent to the Commonwealth 
commemorates the 

« most dearly beloved wife of John Money, min. a late preacher of the 
gospel at Wimondham." 

The grave of the ancient spoil-receiver, and that of 

* ThA tower at Patohmg, in Sussex, oooui^es a similar position. 
^ Parkin's " History of Norfolk." 
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the puritan's godly helpmate, lie equally cold, and unre- 
garded, and desc^ate. An impropriator 

** hath endMYomed to perpetaattt his (faOiefs) nsme to postprity^ 
by profutely emblazoning the floor oyer where he lies 
interred ; but none seem once to have thought of " ren- 
deting honor to the dead by rebuilding and restoring the 
waste places of their Zion."* 

A fine, pointed chancel-arch, with plain sof^ and the 
edges chamfered with cavetto moulding, rises from 
corbels: on the north side are broken remains of a 
straight ascent to the food loft. The naye-piers, on each 
side three, are octangular with well-nuyrdded capitals, 
the arches above — those at the west end springing from 
very deep 'responds,* — being equilateral with double 
chamfers : the clerestory windows have each two lights 
\mder a Tudor arch. The pulpit, in the style known as 
Jacobean, abuts on the central pier of the north range. 

The aisle-windows are three-lighted under pointed 
arches : the southern had once represented on their 
stained glass the seven works of mercy, as also the por- 
traitures of Sb JS. 3sxM» anH gofm ; in the north aisle 
might be seen the martyrdom of &» 0lmmnlr, ^. There 
are three slabs with brasses over members of the Ait Hylle 
family, one of them considered to have built the north 
aisle : orate pro ammd with effigy of a man in brass 
occurs on the grave stone of Richard Atthills who 
deceased. A. D, M. VC. V. 

The font, a massive octagon, in the Perpendicular 
style, stands centrally in the nave westward ; it is leaded 
and has a drain. The sculpture represents the emblems 

* MarUand's *' Remaito on Eni^hh Gborehes." 
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of the Holy Trinity together with the bearings of 
&. i&. yetrr anH yata» %. &. SdiHrelD aidi games, aiUi S^ tffeorge 
respectively, as also the instruments of the passion. 
These are the five wounds of Christ, the hammer, nails 
and pincers, the ladder, the spear, the sponge and the 
reed, the seamless garment, the purse and the cock. 
Our forefathers held that the visible emblems of Eedemp- 
tion could neither be too prominently introduced, or too 
frequently recurred to. The master symbolism of our day 
is — ^white-wash ! 

The north door has a water-stoup in the wall on the 
west side, that opposite a flat grave stone with floriated 
cross occurring immediately within it. 

Alas, that a worldly and pampered generation, under 
plea of more spiritual worship, can behold — utterly blind 
to the selfishness that instigates it — the decay and ruin 
of structures designed by their forefathers to be, like Him 
to whom they builded them, everlasting! "Shame, 
that we should act as though the worst of every thing 
and the cheapest of every thing were good enough for 
God ! that we should give ourselves the benefit of our 
extravagance^ and Him of our firugality !"* The church 
reparations of the past century have been, for the most 
part, as mean in execution, as they were tardy of being 
entered on. 

* Paget's "Tides ofthe VHlage." II. Series. 
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If we may anywhere expect to find a church m credi- 
table state, it is in vicarages, the appropriation of 
which, as well as patronage, are vested in ecclesiastical 
bodies. Daily accustomed to the splendid mementos 
of ancient devotion seen in their colleges or cathedrals, 
strange were it should they neglect altogether the filial 
cures — their tributaries! How far this remark is 
warranted, may be inferred from the ccmdition of the 
church here^ dedicated in honor of ^* dSfrorge : it has a 
chancel with sacristy, nave, north aisle and west 
tower. 

Yet another remark : it makes no excuse for centuries 
of neglect, to plead that those on whom falls the legal 
obligation to repair God*s house are wholly inade- 
quate to meet the cost ; but we must look to the landed 
proprietary for succour against damage through the war 
of elements. And the funds supplied by them should 
go — not to relieve the parishioners altogether by substi- 
1;uting paltry amd tasteless patch- work in lieu of the 
substantial and imiform design thus ii^pred ; but both 
should liberally and heartily unite to rear up His 
tabernacle again in all its pristine gracefulness. 

A few years since the tower battlements were struck 
by lightning, and in their fall materially injured the roofs 
of the nave and south aisle respectively. We deem 
however, the absence of this last feature — the nave has 
now a north aisleonly— trivial compared with the debased 
character of the existing roof. We had been satisfied 
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also with glazed tiles instead of the original lead, but the 
pitch has been miserably reduced and the whole affair is 
petty and mean every way. 

The fiedl of the battlements much injured a noble font 
also. Its Perpendicular base, indiich rests on a single < 
step, supports an octagonal stem, beaded at the angles, 
wit^ inarched and felted compartments charged wil^ 
defices. The bowl, also beaded, is supplied with small 
pendants of grotesque duxacter; the upper mai^in is 
very broken, and it has neither lining or cover left. The 
position is central at the west end, and the ancient oak- 
benches near, are, as occurs at Ringland, shortened 
chamfer-wise to afford access to the avenue beyond. 
We will advance by it into the chancel — recently encum- 
bered with a large and unsightly stove. The lateral 
windows here are in the Decorated style : the tracery of 
that over the altar-tabk — ^it has four lower lights — ^is 
mutilated. Tlie sacristy has a Norman window in the 
south gable ; a pointed doorway into it so closely joins 
the pisdna, that this last impinges one of ihe jambs. A 
short cylindrical pier intervenes between the fenestella 
in whidi it is |d&ced, and ike sedilia. The ancient stall- 
desks yet remain, but converted into seats, aad placed 
dose to the wall ; the standards terminate in elegant 
fimals. 

The nave-piers are octagonal, the arches nearly 
Norman in character. The pewing is of most complex 
description : here a ' bin' for the choir blocks access to 
the north door ; there a triple range of seats, enclosed 
withm barriers, offers its antagonist front — the worship- 
pers, instead of having their &ces reverently inclined 
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toward His altar, vis avis from all points of the compass. 
In populous villages the selfish nuisance increases rather 
than otherwise. A shoemaker— any rustic craftsman — 
raises himself into wearing finer than '^ cloth of frieze" 
on Sundays : the churchwarden is at once assailed for a 
pue. O pudor ! O pietas ! The virulence of the infec- 
tion corrupts and destroys what was sound, beautiful^ and 
healthy in the system of our fore&thers. The bench-ends 
of a few remaining open seats are crested by tolerably 
good poppy-heads. 

The tower-arch— that of the chancel is little inferior 
to it — calls for particular admiration. The piers are 
formed of binary half-round shafts, the space between 
them being fluted in its upper portion, they have stilted 
octagonal basements imposed on square plinths horizon- 
tally chamfered. The arch is simple-pointed, and 
chamfered on a double soffit. This fine feature, as well 
as a noble west-window in style resembling those at 
Lyng, has its effect much injured by an unsightly 
platform for the ringers ; one bell only remains of four 
seen by Parkin. 

The tower is square, with massive buttresses at the 
western angles ; a stair-turret appears in the south-east, 
but ceases at about half the elevation. A lofty west 
door has been wholly blocked; but we thought that 
traces of Norman design might be perceived here — 
although the fabric generally is in the third pointed 
style. 

Four grave-stones in the main avenue have their 
brasses yet entire: on an inarched mural brass are 
depicted the effigies of a man and his wife, kneel- 
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ing, and the hands clasped m prajer ; ten boys and 
i(mr girls attend on father and mother respectivelj. It 
has not found notice in Parkin's work. 



WOOD-NORTON. 



" Countiiig how little instead of how much we need give to God ?" 

Paget. 

Thb&s were, tem Henry V, two churches used in this 
parish, one of which, Jb.^eter'xi, has long been, in the true 
spirit of the age, desecrated ; but the incumbent of SOI 
I^xint0, consolidated with it, is still ' read in'' there. The 
edifice now resorted to has a chancel, a naTe and square 
tower at the west end — the best point of observation is 
from the south-east. 

The east window, of three ' days,' is in style Perpen- 
dicular; the central light has two ranges of foliated 
tracery intersected by a transom : a niche with elegant 
canopy and finial appears above it. The southern lateral 
window, pointed under a square headed drip-stone, 
adjoins a priest's door. A simple-pointed and trefoUed 
arch surmounts the piscina, which has westward a 
cylindrical shaft dividing it from the sedile, now without 
any remains of a canopy. A grotesque figure appears 
beyond the door, on a pendant between two arches 
spanning the long-lost mbereres. An inarched niche 
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opposite was probably a credence ; we think it too small, 
and westerly for a Paschal sepulchre — the degrees of 
marriage tablet is unobtrusively lodged here. The 
decalogue and royal-arms swing together from a tie-beam 
just within the chancel arch, unhappily started in a 
horse-shoe form. The chancel-j9e/M, one of them used 
as a vestry, seem to exhibit the widest possible 
departure from the simple but expressive Rubric, ' and 

THE GHA17GELS SHALL BEMAIN AS THEY HATE DONE 
IN TIMES PAST.' 

A Decorated cross rises over the eastern gable of the 
nave, and many free-stone buttresses, extending to the 
porch, serve to vary the flank elevation. We regret to 
observe that the vertical line has been sorely broken by 
imscientific meddling with the roof, the lamentable state 
of which may be gathered by recurring to what we had 
occasion to remark at Bintry. The covering here is of 
lead, the chancel tUed. 

The font is somewhat peculiar — ^it stands on an octan- 
gular platform supplied with kneeling-stone at the west. 
The shaft, also octagonal, has a double annulet just 
above the pediment; it supports a massive pumpkin- 
shaped bowl ; the cavity is unusually large, lined with 
lead, and has a drain. The canonical cover presents a 
dove as finial. This font is "fixed to the Lord's 
freehold in the centre of the nave, and near a door to 
signify our entrance into His church by baptism." 

We have just observed, to what comparatively low 
grade in society the pairidan indulgence of pues has 
extended ; here may be noticed. 

** Quid domini facient, audent cnm talia fares." 
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It outrages all patience, this Sybaritic worship incushio- 
ned,and cloth-lined and curtained pues ! as if high pan- 
ellings, and close-fitted doors were not protection enough 
against any stray zephyr that might disorder the ringlets of 
gentle beauty — the carpetted floor, the downy hassocks, 
all too uneasy for magisterial gout ! Far more conso- 
nant were it with true devotion and Christian humility 
that such things should be utterly put aside. We would 
see Mr. Justice, like Sir Thomas More, kneeling in a 
miserere — ^his lady seated, as a lord chancellor's wife was 
content to seat herself, in the open benches of the nave. 
Is the draught of air felt ? — place an inner door at the 
west entrance, and it will afford shelter to aU, 

The antique standard- flnials — of lozenge form with 
banded necks and foliated surfaces — ^have been sadly 
mutilated in affixing back-rails to them. The side walls 
are excessively damp, from the grave yard rising above 
the floor level : the pavement below the sittings is in a 
miserable state. The central avenue and chancel are 
thickly strewn with memorials of domestic sorrow ; one 
of them — over Nathan Gunter, rector, who deceased in 
1683 — noticeable for a brass of that recent date. A 
costly Gothic mural tablet has lately been erected on the 
south side of the nave. 

The simple-pointed arch of the tower has been blocked 
as also has the north door — ^its head only being pierced 
by a very mean casement, lighting a bin with graduated 
seats — in short this portion of the church has met with 
still greater contumely than Hilderston. The steeple, 
in its lower portion, is of dressed flints with free-stone 
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quoins ; an embattled superstructure was rebuilt of bcick 
in 1700. 

As regards this pile at least, the mantle of Wdsey has 
not descended on those who enjoy the benefits of his 
magnificent institution. But we will hope for better 
things to. come ; the newly appointed rector has a noble 
field open to him. 



THIRNING. 

" Am I ansivemble for the deliots of my pvedeoeasors ? tiiat gloiious 
east- window has been blocked up to save the expense of le-glazing, and 
the chancel-gable is covered with iyy, whose thick branches climb where 
the mullions and interlacing tracery ought to be. " 

" Pookas Churches;' ^c. 

We did ourselves the honor to forward the subjoined 
queries to the esteemed incumbent of this parish — ^whose 
replies, as from one disclaiming any acquaintance with 
the peculiar learning of our craft, do him credit by their 
pertinence, not less than by their candour. He calls the 
church barren in ecclesiological interest ; but the average 
repair and cleanness of the sacred buildings in the 
Deanery would be most unfairly taken were Thiming 
S. 9lit)irrlD and its proprieties omitted. We do not say 
there is nothing to sigh over, but there is much to 
commend. 

1. What is the dedication of your chorch, and its present ground- 
plan ? % 9Mtnt\B**» nave, north aisle, west tower and south porch. 

2. To what point of the compass is your church directed ? Nearly 
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south-east, thereby agreeiDg with a commonly entertained notion that 
churches point to that part of the horizon where the son rose on the 
morning of dedication. 

3. What caase may be assigned for the ruinated chancel, and how 
long, judging from the internal growth of iyy on portions of wall yet 
remaining, has its roof fiallen in ? No records are extant to shew when 
the chancel became a ruin, but we suppose about 150 years ago. In 
the history of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge — ^the patrons here — I 
find that the commissioners, sent down to effect the purchase in 1718, 
report that the benefice, at that period, had neither chancel,* or parso- 
nage. 

4. What was the measurement within of the separate parts of the 
church in its original state ? The nave admeasures 55 feet long by 21 
wide; the north aisle, of the same length as the nave, is 11 feet 
wide ; the tower 12 by 10, the chancel 33 by 21, both interior 
measurements. 

5. Have you any cause for believing that the chancel was higher or 
lower than the nave ; and to what extent? The nave-roof was of much 
higher pitch than at present, as indicated by the weather moulding on the 
tower ; but I have no means of ascertaining the relative height of that 
over the chanceLf 

* If patrons, more especially sadi as are impropriators also, were all imbued 
with the feelings so beautifiilly expressed in the subjoined lines, we should have 
fewer roinated chancels. 

" Our life lies eastward : every day 
Some little of that mystic way 

By tremUing feet is trod : 
In thou^tftil fast, and quiet feast, 
Our thouf^hts go travelling to the east 

To our incarnate God. 
Fresh firom the font, our childhood's prime 
To life's most oriental time, — 

♦ «♦♦•• 

Still doth it eastward turn in prayer. 
And rear its saving altar there ; 
Still doth it eastward turn in creed. 
While fiEuth in awe each gracious deed 
Of her dear Saviour's love doth plead ; 
Still doth it turn at every line 
To the fair East— in sweet mute sign 
That through our weary strife and pain, 
We crave our Eden back again." 

Fdber'i Poems. 

+ The drift here has been misapprehended ; we sought whether the pave- 
ment was, as occurs at Reepham 8. Mary's, at a lower level than in the nave. 
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6. Is there any peculiarity In the sonth e&st window of the nave ; or 
indication of a hagioscope in the north aisle ? I conceive that what 
might be mistaken for a hagioscope was the entrance to the rood-stairs. 

7. Is there onght to infer that a rood turret once existed ? Traces 
of a rood-turret appear extemaUy ; and at the time of repairing our 
church some years since, we found a skeleton immured in the rood- 
staircase. 

8. Was there a date on any ancient pue or reading-desk; or any 
stand for an hour-g^s by the pulpit ? l%ere was what appeared an 
iron to hold the hour-glass.* 

9. How many bells have you, and is there any date or legend upon 
them, and when, if ever, is curfew rung ? We have one bell only, with 
the date of its being cast — " Anno Domini 1592." No " curfew tolls 
the knell of parting day^ with us. 

10. Is there a font of stone " aquse infhsaB retentiva," and has it a 
drain ? There is such a font, but it has not been supplied with a drain. 

11. Of what does the church plate consist ; and is the Lord's table 
and its vestments of becoming valued Our altar-plate consists of a 
chalice and paten : all connected with the Lord's table, the rails, stools 
&c. were brought here from Corpus Christ! Coll. chapel at the time that 
college was rebuilt in 1824, and is of pecuniary value. 

12. Have you a black-letter bibk or lectern remaining? A black- 
letter bible is in keeping of the Bector. There is not a lectern. 

13. Of what nature and device is your stained glass ; and what the 
date and legend on your brasses, if any ? We have neither stained glass 
or brasses extant ; the monuments and slab stones here are chiefly to 
the Elwin family, late principal owners of the soil here — but their pro- 
perty has been recently sold into other hands. 

14 Can you append any illustrative remarks not called for by the 
above questions ? This church underwent considerable repair in 1825, 
when the south wall was entirely rebuilt — ^the roof, in its present state, 
put on — and the interior re-airanged throughout : prior to thb there were 

* " A relic of Puritanic times not very unoommon ; it generally stands close 
to the pi:Jpit, on Hie preacher*8 left hand. Sometimes the hour £^s itself re- 
mains, as It does at Brooke near Norwich." 

HinU on the PracUedl Study, 4rc. 
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four rows of pues, no step at the altar-rails, and the pulpit stood against 
the east end. 

The church at Wood-Dalling, J^. SInlrrelD, and at Bran- 
deston-with-Guton, &* N((|DlaS) having been recently 
restored, and that at Hevermgland, 3^* 9rtrr, shortly 
intended to be so ; we have resolved on deferring them, 
together with one or more others in Ingworth Deanery, 
to a chapter under the head of * Church Restoration.' 
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SKETCHES 
FOR AN ECCLESIOLOGY, 

HORSHAM «b. ^m% 

" Throughout wide Europe's mainland^ 

The Christiaii's right is clear 
To use God's house in freedom, 

Each one the other's peer." 

Monckton Milnes, M, P. 

This church, a large and elegant structure of the 15th 
century, comprises chancel, nave, two aisles, west tower 
and south porch. The direction by compass is 4"* south 
of east. 

(ffjancel 20 ft fig 20. The east gable, rebuHt in 
1600, has an early English triplet with very wide splays 
internally. The piscinae, with quatrefoil orifices, appear 
under trefoiled arches ; a shelf at the spring of them has 
lately been removed : the sedilia is, or rather was, plain. 
The south wall has a quasi clerestory with two windows ; 
the eastern a simple-pointed cinquefoil two-light with 
vertical tracery under square head, the other like it in 
all but its ogee lower lights. Beneath we find a new, 
pointed two-light pierced in the head under an obtuse 
arch, and westward a Dec. three-light* having below the 
central one a small grated lychnoscope under indented 
Tudor arch. The north window, high up in the wall, 
is a single ogee light with pierced spandrels ; the splays 

* Some details here are not peihaps altogether correct 
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are excessively wide, the internal hood moulding low. 
The priest's door lies on the north side. A chaste, but 
handsome and substantial stone altar-rail has lately been 
placed here ; the payement relaid throughout with the 
same material, and best of all an unsightly pue ejected. 
In short, the impropriator has set an exam^ many 
would do well to imitate. Why should not all, whose 
lines have fallen to them among " church lands tunied 
to lay," think of the solemn responsibility that ougjU 
attach to their inheritance? The sacrarium b elevated 
by two steps. 

SiilOt^ 75 feet 6p 30. The rood-screen has, on 
each side, diree compartments, each sub-divided in the 
lower section into two, having ogee arches enriched by 
crockets and a finial, the spandrels being elaborately 
carved : a line of wavy Tudor flowers appears on the 
hand rail. The open part has fretted trefoil ogees, &c. 
as under ; the '' beautiful gates*' seem to have closed the 
lower section only. A four-centered arch under em- 
battled projection gave access to the rood-loft firom the 
south aisle, it is blocked and enclosed within a pue. 
The northern piers — there are on each side five — are 
octagonal, each having engaged semi-shafts with Dec. 
caps within continuous mouldings, and under obtuse 
pointed, single-chamfered arches. The south piers are 
parallelograms vnth the angles fluted, and having on three 
sides three-quarter-round shafts attached imder Per. 
caps, and arches as opposite. The pulpit, by the first 
north pier, presents the wreck of a good hexagon ; and 
near the font we observed a wooden eagle revolving on 
banded cylindrical stem, this last has unhappily been 
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painted. Some good poppy-heads have become hidden 
within the many prideful and unchristian pnes here. 

The western arch, which has a 'hoarding,* springs 
from engaged semi-octagonal shafts with Per. caps and 
stilted bases, the continuous mouldings without them are 
very fine. The high-pitch roof, in seven bays, is simply 
trussed below the ridge piece, but a row of iron girders 
has become necessary. The timbers seem in excellent 
preservation, and are particularly clean ; the covering is 
of thatch. 

Norlfi ^isK 70 fU *B 10. The east wmdow 
is a trefoil ogee three-light, under large, but inelegant 
vertical tracery : below it we were shewn an ancient altar- 
stone with the central cross quite perfect ; and near this 
a hagioscope opens into the chancel. The west window, 
wholly blocked, was a cinquefoil ogee three-light 
' super-mullioned' under central quatrefoil ; the north 
range has two-lights of similar character. 

^OUft afek. 56 fU bp 10. The lateral windows 
here, pendents to those in the north aisle, open under 
an arcade with bead-moulding over small engaged shafts, 
like to their fellows on the piers opposite. We found 
a bracket in the south east angle ; and westward a 
parvise door panelled, with minute Perpendicular tracery. 
The aisle-roofs are leaded. 

Jpont. This fine example of the Perpendicular style 
has the sunken panels on its bowl charged with figures 
clasping shields within polyfoil circles ; there is a 
crenelled brattishing. The stem — like the bowl octago- 
nal — is inarched with cinquefoil panels ; the capital 
presents angular figures as above, with square flowers in 
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the interstices, the low square base grotesque heads over 
its comers. The whole stands on a large platform, in 
advance of the belfry arch, having been removed from 
by the north west pier, where it lay hidden behind that 
ever-recurring deformity — a graduated choral-pue ! This 
font has been thoroughly restored at charge of the 
present incumbent, and will promptly resume its place 
in the holy ritual; although a drain has, in its new 
position, been unfortunately omitted. 

'STototr* "^^^ ^^® square feature has diagonal but- 
tresses of three stages, the parapet being embattled of 
four and charged with shields. The upper windows are 
lofty ogee two-lights below central quatrefoil : the depth 
of the sills is remarkable. The second stage presents 
quatrefoils within a square compartment. The great 
west window is an elaborate Per. three-light with transom ; 
a door beneath, now blocked, has continuous jamb- 
mouldings under a dripstone of the same character. 
There are four bells, one of them broken ; a newel 
staircase threads the north-east angle, and fo>n: comer 
gurgoyles drain the roof. 

JBottJ* ^® ^^ ^®'^ ^^ elegant groined roof under 
a parvise lighted by two simple pointed windows; 
between these an elaborate niche under ogee arch crock- 
etted and cusped. That of the outer doorway springs 
from engaged half-round piers with Per. caps embattled. 
A dedication cross appears in the wall a little east of 
this, a brick sancte-bell cot over the nave gable, and 
small finial upon that of the chancel. A female face 
inclined eastward and a rose, once corbels to the wall- 
pieces, were internally visible here at our last visit, but 
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the latter has disappeared ; — why cannot artificers when 
em^doyed on a church, keep their hands from stealing ? 
We were informed that the altar drapery is good and 
costly, but did not see them.* 

But after all, '' how many reproaches are owing for 
long and culpable neglect of structures so munificently 
reared by our godly forefathers, and which we ought to 
transmit unimpaired to the latest posterity !" Would 
that the sentiment here expressed might weigh, as it 
should weigh, with the vestry men of Horsford 
5. if9ii^*%\ their first efforts should be directed to 
purify the church of bats — ^'honida ingluvies," and then, 
gradually if they will, but progressively to extirpate the 
pues. 

HORSFORD-an faints. 

Haying adopted a course similar to that pursued at 
Thiming, we are enabled from the replies kindly 
furnished, to give the following summary of this church. 
We leave to casuists whether stealing a flagon should 
be deemed greater sacrilege than stealing a bell : the 
blocked west window fully shews the actual extravagance 
of a penny-wise policy. The ancient vicarage com- 
mands a breadth of prospect quite unusual with us — 
peering out from its evergreen seclusion over copse and 
fallow, brook and fen ; over village, church tower, and 
windmill, until all is margined by the blue hills east- 
ward. 

* They have been recently supplied by Mr. Frendi, of Bolton le Moors, who 
hM given maoli and soooestftil attentKm to fliese matters. 
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What is the ground-plan of your church ? It comprises a chancel, 
a naye, what may perhaps be called a north chantry chapel, and a west 
tower built about the middle of the fifteenth century. 

And its direction by compass ? 4^ north of east. 

I. <!t1^antrl — ^its admeasurement; elevation or depression? The 
length is fifteen feet and six inches, the breadth thirteen feet; a 
single step occurs at the altar-raOs which are spiked — ^for an object con- 
nected with bye gone relief of paupers here. 

1 . Of what style is the east window, and are either of the lateral 
windows lychnoscopic ? The east window, like that yet perfect in the 
chapel, was once an early English triplet ; it became debased in re-build- 
ing the gable here in 1707. A low square headed window with internal 
splay is found in the south west. 

2. Is the piscina under a label ; its arch foliated as also the orifice ? 
The fenestella opens under a trefoil arch with edge continuously cham- 
fered ; the orifice is quite plain. 

3. Are the sedilia graduated or level, plain or inarched ; if the latter, 
of what period (style ?) There remain no vestiges of this so commonly 
recurring feature. 

4. Is there a niche or recess of any kind on the gospel side ? Faint 
traces of such are discernible, and below it a small projecting bracket, in 
form of pedestal. 

5. Have you any stalls or misereres remaining ? We have a priest's 
door in the south, a late insertion under arch that may have spanned the 
chancel seats, as occurs elsewhere ; it is large beyond all authority or 
requirement. 

6. Is there a sacristy — a priest's door? Not the former. 

7. What is the character of roof here ? Originally open, but long 
ago ceiled in a concave form. 

II. fiaiit — its admeasurement ? The area here is fifty feet long by 
seventeen wide. 

1. How many piers are there, and of what order ? The piers, two 
in number, are octagonal; the caps, debased Per.; the arches very 
obtuse. 

2. Is there a rood-screen, and in what state of preservation ? This 
feature will be sufficiently described by saying that it is a counterpart to 
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that at Horsham 5. iftii1^% in all aave the number of lateral compart- 
ments — ^here reduced to two. 

3. Is there any date on any of the pews, the pnlpit, or the reading 
pew, or any stand for an hour glass by the pulpit ? With exception of 
the rood-screen, the damp appears to have done its work on every thing 
that was ancient and destructible here. 

4. Have you an eagle-desk, a lettem, or a faldstool — a book of 
Homilies (Canon 80) or a chest for alms (Canon 84 ?) There is a book 
of Homilies, but in no wise remarkable as to the edition, or being in 
black letter, &c. 

5. Are any of the pues open ancient ones, the work on them elaborate, 
the poppy-heads in good preservation ? The wood-work before the pre- 
sent was, I fear, of debased character ; that now in course of decay is 
most decidedly so. 

6. Please describe the fcmt, giving its position — is it nsed ? if not 
so, what is the actual state of its cavity, and the homa fide contents ? 
The (Norman?) font, situate in line with the piers, and abutting on that 
west-ward, has its square bowl, which is slightly inarched, set upon a 
cylindrical stem within four angular shafts. The base, also square, is 
unusally elevated, the prlest^s step westward. The rather shallow cavity 
has its lead returned over the rim; — though not actually in use, you 
would find it clean and empty. 

7. Does the benaturs (water stoup) remain, and unmutilated? If 
extant, it is hidden behind wood battenning. 

m. S(i0lr or Aisles — their admeasurement t The chai^-chapel 
measures thirty-one feet by fourteen. 

1. Is there a chantry chapel, a pardose, or a hagiosoope ? No indi- 
cations of the two last survive. 

2. Is there ought else noticeable? The north-west window has 
its lower lights elegantly cusped, the tracery assuming a flamboyant 
character. A small pointed fenestella appears in the south wall within 
the eastern ' respond,' and half obliterated relics of fresco painting on 
the north. 

IV. ^olonr* Please describe this, of how many stages, &c. are any 
of the windows mutilated? The general features of our steeple 
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M"««twii«i» to those at 8. Faith's. The mullions, &o. of the apper win- 
dows are sadly matflated. 

1. Is the parapet embattled — ^the pinnacles crocketted or in crosses — 
the buttresses rectangular or diagonal ('franch'r)~of how many stages, 
and how high reaching? The parapet is embattled of three; the 
diagonal buttresses, of four stages above well wrought base-courses, 
reach to the summit. The string courses are carried round below the 
sets-off. The lower west window, a lofty ogee two-light with central 
qnatrefoil under Tudor arch, is almost wholly blocked, 

2. Is there a newel stair-case, and where ? An angular stair-turret 
with lean-to appears in the north east. 

3. Is there any date or legend upon the beUs, and how many are 
ti^ere? One only remains, its fellow hsTing been sold about thirty 
years since. I am not aware of any date or legend. 

V. HBxtnioX, What is the nature of the stone employed ? In the 
church walls, rubble ; in those of tower, dressed flint, with quoins of 
ashler. 

1. Does your porch — ^if only one — ^lie north or south, and what is its 
architectural character ? We have a south porch only ; a niche has 
recently been re-opened over its outer doorway; but the whole is 
of recent date, and in style mean. 

2. Have you a sancte-bell cot, a dedication cross, or a lych-gate ? 
Neither. 

VI. 1. Please describe the church-chest, and altar-plate, and give 
the antiquity of your registers. The chest is mean ; a pewter flagon 
was stolen from out it about twelve months since; we have a chalice 
and paten of silver. The earliest registration occurs in 1597. 

2. Is there any stained glass in the windows, and of what nature 
and device t Two monograms of the name of Jesus, I. H. S. as also 
that of the Virgin, MR, are seen in the south-west window of the 
nave. 

3. Are there any monumental brasses in your church, and what is 
the date and legend of the most remarkable ? None whatever. 

4. Can you append any information not expressly sought in these 
queries? 
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This last article remains unanswered. In glancing 
over the chancel we noticed a mural tablet, stating that 
a former vicar, interred beneath, was at one time 
" rector of Falmouth in Jamaica ;" it recalled days when 
we too had our lot cast, for a season, in one of the wildest 
islands of the glorious Antilles. 



DRAYTON—^ iWargattU 

The site of this church is highly picturesque; a 
bowery hollow, in one part not unknown to olden fame 
as Bhod^s dale, A neat parsonage, with tasteful parterre, 
occupies the acclivity rising close behind ; and in front 
may be seen 

" The noisy geese that gabble o'er the pool, 
The playful children just let loose from school" 

grouped about the decayed village cross, that once 
offered pardon &c.* 

The ground-plan has chancel, nave, west tower, and 
south porch : the direction by compass is 14* south of 
east, the character of details mostly early English. 

Cjbant(U 32 feet bg 16. The east window is in a 
state that can excite none other than the most painful 
feelings. One lateral window only appears in the north, 
a lancet with exceedingly broad splay ; it opens within 
the altar rails. Opposite it, we find a small, but elegant- 
ly cusped, ogee two-light, with central quatrefoil over 

* " Vons che prie pur Tarn William de BeUomont. . . . Johanne sa femme. . . . 
paternr....aTemaria. ...depardonaavera/' Parkin. 
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flamboyant interstices : the broad splayed jambs enclose 
a plain sedile. Above the four-centered priest's doorway 
is a simple-pointed cinquefoil two-light, within square 
headed label, and west of it a large Per. two-light with 
continuous hollow-mouldiDgs throughout. The altar- 
table is raised by two steps at the rails. 

It is evident that, for a long series of years, the 
incumbents here have done little or nothing for this 
chancel — a line of conduct in which they have found but 
too many imitators. And what, some one wiU ask, is 
there in caring for God's house to equal the delight of 
seeing a daughter well married, or a son gazetted ? An 
hebdomadal half-hour spent amidst squalor and damp 
may well be tolerated with reward like this in the vista. 
We write in no disrespectful feeling towards the present 
rector, a rural dean — far otherwise — it is the system that 
we impugn. 

jNTabt* 40 ft tig 22. The rood screen presents 
two compartments on each side the holy doors ; its 
characteristics, debased vertical tracery over cusped 
segmental arches. The pulpit is a mecui octagon, with 
some good square Tudor flowers on the front panel. 
The ancient poppy-heads are of poor design, the modem 
pues with one encouraging feature — their being all in 
very bad repair ! two of them have, on the doors, brass 
plates with — what might be read to more edifying on 
the collars of Newfoundland dogs. The lateral windows 
are — eastward on either side, two early English lancets 
pierced in the head with quatrefoil — central on both 
sides, a single lancet ; which are repeated west of the 
entrance doors. All these are widely splayed imder 
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hood-mouldings — fillets and hollows — continued down 
the jambs. The south (inner) doorway, which preserves 
the same character, is set under a label with notch-heads. 
The thatched roof has been dropped from an unusually 
high pitch. 

Several mural tablets are seen here and in the chan- 
cel — their worldliness never more repulsive than when 
occurring in a fabric so neglected and decayed as this. 
Were the expense often bestowed on tasteless memorials 
to wealthy obscurity, only devoted to repairing God's 
house — ^not adorned by them — ^how far more touching 
would be the appeal ! how well would thoughts of the 
dead blend with His courts, restored to decent splendour 
for their obituary ! Instance the now* disgraceful east 
window here, and how delightful had it been for us to 
read and record the legend on its stained glass — 5n memo* 
riam — fiant Uxuntxaxa turn batrio ontattt ex ptroptriis sttmptiliits 
(onstntxit — gloria Bro. 

^Ont. This feature, situate slightly in advance of 
the tower arch, has its octagonal bowl imposed on four 
shafts set rectangular-wise and supplied with Norman 
capitals. The cavity is dean and has a drain — both 
thrust aside for the supposititious pewter basin. In Bp. 
Stanley's ''^Articles ofenqmry^^ recently issued, it is asked— 
*' Does your minister at any time baptize elsewhere than 
at the font, except in cases of extreme danger ?" Now 
none surely imagine that the words, "a^ the font," 
are used to recognize in any way, and far less to sanc- 
tion, its desuetude. And yet at a recent confirmation, 
we noted that the font — it appears in Van Voorst's 
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collection — had a worn-out hassock stowed away under 
the cover ! 

^OfDtt. The square steeple, which has neither 
buttress cr string-course, is embattled of three with cross 
pinnacles. The superior windows are simple-pointed, 
the central in rectangular compartments : a lower lancet 
appears on the south fa9ade, and a Tudor window like 
that in the tower at Horsford, in the west. There were 
three bells in Parkin's time. 

^Pottj^. A south porch, the only one, is in the 
Perpendicular style : the outer doorway presents three- 
quarter-round jamb shafts within cavettos and chamfers 
continuously moulded — the whole imder a label plainly 
returned. The windows were cinquefoil two-lights 
imder four-centered arches. 

At parting we would respectfully commend to the 
attention of Messrs. Churchwardens^ the following Deca- 
nal enquiry, " Are there any funds (arising from what 
source) for the repairs of the church ? are they duly and 
properly expended?"* And with becoming deference 
we would recal to the minister, how much of embellish- 
ment the freemasons of ancient times drew from the 
study of flowers : — 

" Spreading herbs, and flowerets bright 

Glistened with the dew of night; 

Nor herb, nor floweret, glistened there 

But was carved in the cloister-arches as fair. 

The key-stone that locked each ribbed aisle, 

Was a fleur-de-lys, or a quatre-feuille." 

Scott s Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

• " Here are two acres of choroh land, let for jtf3." 

WhiU'9 Norfolk. 
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'* Nimis videtur absurdom in sacris sordes negligere, quee dedeoent in 
profanis." — William of Wyhehanis Injunctions. 

The ^ItZ of this church* is rather tininteresting, 
although relieved westward by the devious Wensum 
skirting the wooded uplands about Taverham hall. Our 
path to it was directed by a pretty wayfarer — doubtless 
the honest pride of some stout yeoman and his 
buxom spouse; — on her next church-going, she will 
perhaps notice the upper string-course of the tower. It 
has a corbel-head at the north-west angle with the hair, 
in all save lying less flatly on the cheek, arranged like 
her own. It represents, we think, the costume of Henry 
IVth's reign, when that part of the steeple seems to have 
been rebuilt. 

The groimd-plan offers a chancel, nave with round 
tower at west-end, a south aisle and porch. The direc- 
tion by compass is a degree below east-by-south. 
The Clbanal (35 ft bg 15) affords pleasing testimony 
that Elizabeth's injunction contained in the first rubric 
has not been wholly disregarded here. The east window 
has three ogee cinquefoil lights with Decorated tracery 
intersected by vertical and horizontal lines ; at the apex 
a quatrefoil. The acutely pointed arch, a general feature 
in this church, and the jambs, have half-round continu- 
ous mouldings with a fillet and two lateral hollows : the 
Perpendicular label is simply returned. The piscina, in 
all except the ledge of its orifice-table, has disappeared ; 

• " The old church and diancel were destroyed by lightning in Sep. 1459." 

Parkin. 
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the sedile is fonned by a plain window-sill, but diminu- 
tive arches with foliations in high relief appear at the 
splayed sides. The condition of the holy table, as also 
of the altar-rails, supplied with a sloping top, is much 
impaired — they might without the slightest impropriety 
he dispensed with altogether. The level here is raised by 
three steps, with another at the rood-screen. The 
lateral windows, the effect of two spoiled by encroach- 
ment of a quasi crypt,* are modifications of that over the 
altar, in all save their cavetto hood-mouldings. 

The chancel-arch is slightly recessed, having a half- 
round soffit within ; — the piers and capitals sadly muti- 
lated. 

Four chancel stalls, those westward returned upon 
the rood-screen, remain in tolerably fair preservation ; 
the finials are elaborate, the panels enriched with 
Decorated tracery, the buttresses relieved by sets-off. A 
basement of quatrefoils with central rose runs throughout. 
The longitudinal standards have pedimental edge-but- 
tresses surmounted by grotesque simous animals. A 
good priest's door southward, imder a Decorated label, 
completes our survey of a chancel so excellent in 
proportion and detail, that we doubly grieve over its 
leaky roof, the green damp upon the walls, and sunken 
pavement. 

^NTfilbC. The late-Perpendicular rood-screen has on each 
hand two compartments, the closed part panelled with 
inferior tracery, the open * supermullioned' over cinquefoil 
ogees ; the rood staircase, blocked at its Tudor doorway, 

* " O cnras homintun, o quantum est in rebus inane !" How vain the effort 
to rescue patrician dust from contact with that of the sturdy peasantry, coeval 
with it I 
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is on the south side. Three clustered piers occur in the 
nave, the capitals sorely mutilated; the arches have 
recessed and chamfered soffits — the whole are thickly 
crusted with chalk- wash, and the vertical joints partially 
blocked by wooden scantlings! A mean pentagonal 
pulpit stand on the gospel side west of the chancel-arch, 
and opposite a distorted pue with high back, shutting 
out the ' dii minorum gentium* of the south aisle. A 
sorry reading desk might be easily ejected — raising the 
chancel stalls a step or two, and offering prayer in one 
of them.* A few ancient benches remain, of inferior 
character. 

The north windows are a lanciform (transition) cou- 
plet, and one of three Norman lights ' supermullioned' 
with central quatrefoils imder a four-centered arch. The 
south aisle has a central ogee flanked by Tudor lights ; 
the lateral windows are poor. The roof is open, that of 
the nave having a coved ceiling with decayed wooden 
cornice ; the covering throughout is of thatch. 

The Perpendicular ^OIU has its bowl beaded at the 
angles and the panels charged with blank shields ; — we 
found a leaded cavity of unusual depth and much rvhhish 
in it. Eight robed figures appear on as many sides of 
the stem, all with mutilated faces ; on the capital shields 
alternate with two beasts ' segant,' an angel and a bird 
wreathed about with scrolls. A tall platform has an 
irregular step and projecting ledge at the west. 

The ^\Zt^Z is circular in its lower portion, probably 
coeval with the original church destroyed by lightning 

^Authority for this will be fomid in the Bubrio prefixed to the office for Holy- 
Commtinion. 
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in 1459 : an octagonal superstructure had pinnacle- 
crosses rising from an embattled parapet, but only two 
of them remain. Two huge gurgoyles occupy the 
western angles ; the female head before noted, and gro- 
tesque faces the others in a hollow string course. The 
windows are Tudor two-lights under a dripstone. The 
^OtCJ^ has half-round jamb-shafts under mutilated arch ; 
within we find a ribbed door with antique lock — the square 
headed windows are blocked. The state of the ^XBbt' 
gatlf) crossed apparently by a cart-road to the adjoining 
grange, and other things, bespeak small care in the 
parishioners **lest they should be accounted sluttish, 
and God's house uncomely and fulsome."* 

Many hatchments tell of landowners here gathered, 
each after other, to their forefathers ; but none seem to 
have thought of charging their affluence toward the 
repair of God's house. The altar-covering and frontal 
are of blue broad-cloth trimmed with black fringe; a 
few texts appear on the lateral walls. Four grave-stones 
with brasses yet remain, and by the holy table a small 
one has the cross Calvary-and-flory in low relief.f 



ATTLEBKIDGE— Sb. ^tUxtto. 



While rival schemes perplex the untraTelled swains, 
And fright the peacefal vale with threatened trains ; 

* Homily on " Repairing and Keeping Clean of Churches." 

4* We said above that our sketches were written with view to create a taste for 
ecclesiological observation, not to infonn one already aoquired ; but we have 
not felt ourselves, on that account, debarred firom gradual approach to a more 
artistic and systematical arrangement in oar papers. 
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While the vast engine tames, at seven-fold speed, 
Along the trembling rails from Thames to Tweed ; 
Sick of the field — ^where Gain, in eare-wom charms, 
Gloats, like a dotard, o'er the autumnal farms ; 
Sick of the mart — where Trade, his port secured, 
Scofb at the losses of the uninsured; 
'Tis mine, retired within this ancient fane, 
That stands sequestered down the umbrageous lane, 
Far other theme to wake~in nobler range 
Than e'er expanded on the Stock-Exchange ; 
No nascent bubble flings its syren snares ; 
No plaintive descant wails the fall of shares ; 
But, at the curfew-hour, fond memory pines 
O'er the reft honors of God's earlier shrines. 
Here the lone wanderer stays, with sorrowing look, 
To curse the rage of fanatics like Brook, 
Or glance, from altars sordid, cold, and bare. 
At the rich dwelling of the millionnaire. 

Falconer's Shipwreck, in exordio, imitated, 

Attlebridoe church occupies a steep knoll rising over 

the Fakenham road, just before it crosses the river 

Wensum into Eynesford hundred by a strong wooden 

bridge. 

(ground ^Isn* chancel, nave, north aisle, west-tower. 

Direction by compass — 2" south of east. 
INTERIOR. Citoncel. 24 ft bg 14. Theeastwindow 
has three unequal lancets with pierced spandrels under a 
a drop arch, the mullions being simply chamfered and 
the jambs splayed under a hood-moulding. The table 
and rails are moderate, the sedile plain imder a minute 
lancet. The (disused) priest's door lies imder a pointed 
arch with external label and continuous splays. An 
interesting feature occurs in the south west — a tall 
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lychnoscopic lancet supplied with low transom and 
lunges for a shutter opening toward the rood screen. A 
small square headed fenestella, perhaps the credence, is 
seen on the gospel side within the altar-rails, and beyond 
the lychnoscope two plain niches formed, we incline to 
think, from mutilations of a rood-stair. A horizontal 
beam, moulded of three orders westward, and appearing 
outside the rood screen, formed beyond doubt portion 
of the antient hft. The lower section of the screen, and 
a single Per. shaft on the south wall, only remain. 

iSdbe« 42 ft tig 14. Here we find two piers of Nor- 
man character under obtuse-pointed arches, the former 
square with a chamfer at the angles continued in a 
cavetlo on the outer soflBt of the arch. The piers with 
their ' responds' have attached semi-octagonal side-shafts 
with Decorated capitals supporting a chamfered inner 
soffit — the whole imder a connected facial hood-mould- 
ing, quarter round, fillet and hollow. The windows are 
two late Tudor insertions with a benatura under that 
westward : the muUions and tracery have wholly disap- 
peared. The pulpit, a modem octagon, and a double 
fronted reading-pue, are in correct position ; the open 
seats mean and dilapidated. The ^ roof is modem; the 
ancient ribbed door shews a huge coeval lock. 

^OtJ ^{Sk^ The east- window, now wholly blocked, 
is a trefoiled ogee three-light with peculiar tracery imder 
segmental arch. The one westward — ^we found a bier* 
standing below it — and two others, lateral windows, 
have become nondescript from mutilations in bye-gone 
days. The north doorway has its jambs, &c. finely 

♦ " Have you a bier ?" JBp. Sianiey's Articlesf flrc. 
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moulded under a Decorated dripstone with good corbel- 
heads. A hagioscopic aperture communicates with the 
chancel mside the eastern respond. The pavement of 
this church is good throughout. 

jpont* A capacious Norman bowl, on massive cylindri- 
cal stem, is leaded and supplied with drain : it has been 
rendered well nigh shapeless by lime-paste triennially 
thickening ever since the great Rebellion. ^ 

(SToiDtt* This feature is rectangular, but an irregular 
projection in the north-east receives the newel staircase, 
into which there is a good four-centered doorway. The 
west window, a lancet with plain external niche beneath, 
has recently been opened to light a qtuisi sacristy. The 
tower windows are in mutilated condition, and its bell- 
chamber has only one occupant — the fabric very ancient 
rubble masonry with the smallest quoins. 

EXTERIOR- ^rCJ^. Portions of the ancient high-pitch- 
ed roof yet remain here : the outer doorway is in sadly 
impaired condition ; but that within — with its elaborate 
label and noble corbel-heads over continuously moulded 
chamfers — asks, and richly deserves the chisel of an 
experienced artizaii. The porch windows, both of them 
blocked, are splayed to an imusual width. 

Near the river was a hermitage ; they were generally 
thus situated by bridges and on great roads, this being 
called Wokingham Way.* 

* Parkin's " History of Norfolk." 
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" The poor ye have always with you, but Me ye have not always." 

We have heard it said by advocates of the cheap 
system in church reparation, that "anything is good 
enough for the Lord's house." How widely different 
in thought and act was the bearing of our zealous fore- 
fathers in this regard ! " They did not luxuriously 
ornament their own dwellings, while the habitation of 
their God was mean and contemptible."* 

In 1686, {tern. Car. II) Wm. Brereton bequeathed, 
with a few eleemosynary reservations, lands and tenements 
for the repair of the parish church of Felthorpe, now 
realizing about £32 per annum. Here at least then we 
have a devout provision for the glory of Almighty God : 
an xmexaggerated report upon the fabric and its existing 
state will shew how lavishly the fund has been diverted.f 
ffirOttltb ^Ian« Chancel, with north chapel,f nave, 
north aisle, west tower. 

Direction, by the compass, 2<> south of east. 
INTERIOR. C6anCel24ftbB 16. The east window, 
dreadfully mutilated, and for the most part blocked, 
preserves indications of elaborate tracery. We found a 
decent oaken table, within * turned' altar-rails on a 
platform raised by three steps. The piscina, under a 

* Bishop Medley's " Elementary Bemarks, " &c. 

f One who would meet the great andit of this solemn trust fearlessly, should 
read portions of a Sermon hy Edward Wells, D. D. first published in 1715, but 
lately reprinted by Parker, Oxon. 

X We give the interior arrangement, and not that indicated by the modem 
roofing. 
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cinquefoil ogee with moulded label, has its orifice foliated 
of eight ; the sedile is plain, with a hollow splay west- 
ward. An unusually large priest's door appears on the 
gospel side under segmental hood ; its use obsolete. The 
south wall presents two windows — a cinquefoil pointed 
two-light below central quatrefoils and flowing tracery, 
divided by a S. Andrew's cross under drop arch ;* and 
west of it two lancets pierced in the head. There are 
four chancel stalls, two of them returned on a debased 
modem screen : the front panels have ogees with Dec. 
tracery xmder equilateral arches, the desks a marginal 
legend in black letter, now illegible. Portions of the 
original high-pitched roof have mutilated hammer-beams, 
full length human figures ; the corbel heads are in better 
preservation. Altogether this presents the wreck of a 
very good chancel. 

2f ortfi (StfiapeLf 1 2 ft 65 8. A very large aperture un- 
der Tudor arch — that and the jambs continuously recessed 
and chamfered— communicates with the chancel over 
the northern stalls. Between this feature and the east 
'respond,* but without the rood-screen, the wall is 
pierced under a Norman arch with broad splay westward ; 
we are unable to assign its use, unless the Paschal was 
always set on the south side here ! The east window, 
now wholly blocked, is a cinquefoil, semicircular three- 
light, poorly ' supermullioned' under segmental arch ; the 
north vimdLGvr B. pendant to that opposite it in the chancel. 
There are no remains of a parclose. 

* The lower portion of this window has two orjlers of mouldings, the tracery 
only one— it is almost wholly blocked ! 

+ The prior of Weyhridge bad a patent, 11th Edward II. to purchase twelve 
acres of land for a chantry in this church. Parkin. 
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iSabe. 32 ft* ftg 16. The piers (two) are octa- 
gonal with Dec. capitals, the arches ohtuse, recessed and 
chamfered. The west window has two cinquefoil 
simple-pointed lights with four Tertical trefoil headings 
under segmental dripstone: east of it we find a lanciform 
pierced two-light, . with very elegant trefoils. A clere- 
story has on each side small S(}uare-headed windows of 
two compartments — they are blocked throughout. The 
modem pulpit is an irregular home-made pentagon, the 
pues — ^rhomboidal with an imsightly singers' seat against 
the walled-up south door. What we remarked of the 
reading-desk at Taverham is here equally applicable. 
The western arch^ in very mutilated state, has engaged 
jamb-shafts within a continuous splay : the roof, blistered 
in white-wash, is modem with tie-beams. 

iaorlfi afele. 26 ft^ bg 8. Here we find two 
consimilar windows, trefoil ogee two-lights below central 
quatrefoil and with pierced spandrels under segmental 
arch. 

Jpont. A plain octagon standing on platform, with 
projecting step, by west pier ; the shaft has been ren- 
dered nondescript by plaster. The leaded cavity was 
clean, but a pewter basin Kes on the worthless cover. 

'Sfobltti The rectangular outline is relieved west- 
ward by ' franch' buttresses of three stages with sloping 
sets-off over a very good basement : in the south-east 
a stair turret with lean-to reaches to below the clerestory 
windows. The bell chamber has a plain lancet north- 
ward, and on the south and west cinquefoil two-lights, 
the latter dilapidated. Two gurgoyles appear below the 
parapet in the westem fagade. 
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EXTERIOR. The west window— in the tower— is a 
trefoiled ogee two-light, the muUion radiates to form 
suharches with flowing tracery under a central quatre- 
foil. 

^Otc]^« A northern, and only one, is in very 
impaired state : the outer doorway has semi-octagonal 
jamb-shafts with Per. capitals, the inner a Dec label 
oyer continuous mouldings of four orders — the arches in 
both cases simple-pointed. A small floriated cross 
surmounts the chancel gable, and the window above 
the sedilia has a yery elegant external hood-moulding* 

The church chest is Jacobean; the altar sendee 
comprises silver chalice and paten, with flagon and 
alms-dish of pewter. 



HOESTEAD-M ^afntg. 

This church crowns a low knoll rising above the 
south bank of the river Bure : the aspect on this side is 
bleak, a defect more than compensated in front, where 
some umbrageous chestnut-trees cast their solemn gloom 
over the cemetery. How earnestly should we desire, if 
in any way connected with it, to enter such a spot by 
the ancient and appropriate lych-gate. We shall not 
presently forget that admitting the funereal train into the 
grave-yard of our native parish ; with its venerable 
early-English church looking down upon the brawling 
rivulet, that hurries to the sea, opening in blue expanse 
at no great distance. But we must back again to the 
margin of the more northerly Bure. 
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The ground-plan has a chancel with south chapel, 
nave, south aisle and porch, west tower. 

Ci^flnttU Here we find a late Perpendicular east 
window of three lights over a good table within rather 
confined altar-rails. A piscina appears in the south 
wall ; the sedilia, we imagine, were destroyed in open- 
ing the archway into the chapel. 

^OQt]^ Cdsp^I* ^e eastern gable ranges with 
that of the chancel, and is perforated by a window of 
four plain lights with a circular head. The area is 
without seats, its fioor occupied by many brasses and 
heraldic sculptures on stone. A small antique iron, 
chest has a few links of its original chain attached to a 
banded semicircular top. A screen divides chapel and 
south aisle — a debased example of the Perpendicular 
style with Jacobean arabesques. 

^abC* Here occurs a line of six piers, four of them 
octagons, evidently coeval with the original fabric ; the 
capitals are Decorated, the arches equilateral, recessed 
and chamfered. An ancient desk, now fronting the altar- 
rails, doubtless formed portion of the stalls that, while 
Elizabeth's injunction was observed, skirted the lateral 
walls of the chancel. The standards have edge-but- 
tresses, the front-panels good Perpendicular tracery. 
The date alone, 1750, may condemn the overgrown 
pulpit; square pews are numerous, one in the north 
range lined, carpetted, and supplied with Amot stove.* 

* " Our ancestors were more self-denying than we : they did not go to church 
to be comfortable, bat to pray : for that they did occasionally feel the cold is 
evident Irom the use of the pomander^ a vessel in the shape of an apple Aill of 
hot water, which enabled the officiating priest, in bitter weather, to warm his 



hands, that ^le might grasp the chalice securely." 

CI 



'hurch Arrangement, ^c. 
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The roof, now at much lower pitch than heretofore, has 
a flat ceiling* over tie-beams : the windows are late Per.- 
three-lights. 

Jpont* It adjoins the western < respond' on the 
north side, being all but hidden by that unsightly incu- 
bus on a Gothic interior, a gallery. The bowl is square 
Norman, and rests on a cylindrical stem within eight 
small shafts, the leaded cavity having a drain. The 
conical cover is neat and appropriate. 

'STofDtt* The parapet of this square and embattled 
steeple is without pinnacles. The upper, windows are 
two-lights with quatrefoil in the head ; those of the 
second stage small and rectangular; a lofty early 
English (transition) triplet appears in the west below. 

^^OtCJ^ The outer doorway opens under a drop- 
arch springing from low half-round piers with Dec. 
capitals ; the inner one has a label with corbels over a 
continuous cavetto dotted with roses. The door is 
carved with Dec. tracery. 

A word at parting with the parish-clerk, the state of 
whose church — we have eo desire to flatter where much 
appears to excite painful feelings — ^is dean and whole- 
some. " You will of course see that no harm be done 
by any visitor : but demean yourself as civilfy as you can^ 
and shew every thing in your power, and tell all you 
know about the church.^f And expect the reward of 
such conduct, not in fees and gratuities that presently 
escape the hand which grasps them ; but in a conscious- 

* We learn from Parkin's work that the roof here was foimeiiy adorned with 
bosses of the Imperial black-eagle. 

+ " A Few Words to Parish Clerks," &c 
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ness that only as God*8 house has been sedulously cared 
for, may you hope to obtain His blessing on your own. 

Two neighbouring features of ecclesiastical interest 
demand notice before we engage in another survey ; the 
ruinated tower of Stanninghall which became so tern. 
Elizabeth, and that yet standing in the ancient grave- 
yard at Haynford. It is built of rubble in rectangular 
form, and has an embattled parapet with gurgoyles. 
The belfry windows, late Per, two-lights, have the head 
pierced with quatrefoil under a moulded dripstone. A 
small oratory for the burial-service is attached on the 
east side ; before it numerous grave-stones raised after 
the manner of altar tombs. 



FRETTENHAM-lb. Sbta'ftun. 

** Quis oustodiet ipsos onstodes ?" 
EccLESioLOQXTS and Mb. Chcjsghwabden — a dialogue. 

E, Mr. Churchwarden, I presume : your well-nigh 
pure Decorated church is dedicated to S. StoftSun :* we 
have come many miles to visit it on the Saint's feast-day, 
and a rainy augury he brings. 

C Yes, Sir, rather catching time for our hay ; — 
there is little Decoration about this church, for none of 
us are inclined to 'papistry ;' but we have spent a round 
sum in repairs lately. 

* A preposterous fiction of the dark ages casts its shade of ridicule over the 
history of this wise and exemplary prelate. 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 AN ECGLE8I0L0GY, &C. 

E, You have a creditable modem roof; the slate on 
it not perhaps in best possible taste. The ancient cover- 
ing was of lead, which you sold ? 

C, And lightened the rate by it very considerably : 
but the slates oftan get rifled, and I think sometimes 
that we have followed a penny -wise policy after all. Our 
rector called it ' spoliation,' a hard name enough ; but 
then he is a rural dean. 

E, Was he not opposed to the interior arrangement 
also, as it now appears ? 

C. Why yes, but our farmers say, that if close pues 
in churches be wrong — and it does look like sense that 
we should all seem equals in the house of God — the 
great gentry ought to set an example by pulling down 
theirs. 

E, They should do so, and we fervently pray that 
ere long they will. 

C, One who called himself " a wayfaring man, going 
about visiting churches for the love of Him who is 
worshipped in them," told me lately that ours did not 
stand east and west — I always thought it did. Here is 
a note he gave me of it, saying that the separate parts 
were capitally proportioned. 

©rOUnti ^lan* Chancel^SSft. hy 18. iVawe— 46/^. 
hy 20. Two aisles — 46/if. hyW. South porch. West tower. 
Orientation, 15^ south of east. 

E, To which we wiU add, that your nave-piers and 
aisle windows are elegant examples of a style in church 
building which flourished between the years 1272 and 
1327, the Edwardian period. 
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C What think you of the rector's chancel and its 
nice stove ? 

E, We should say the latter implies everything hut 
warmth of devotion. . The stalls have disappeared, a 
loss the more deplorahle with the minister's pue so badly 
fronted as yours. " Of course his stall would have 
become the reading desk — better he need not wish for 
and could not have."* The east window is debased, 
but the piscina and its thin shelf — ^we have found nearly 
all so — remains very perfect. We are glad to find the 
priest's door used ; in some places it is closed upon him, 
as if he were a sturdy beggar. But that blocked arch- 
way on the gospel side^ indicating a demolished sacristy, 
is your affair. 

C, Well, now I look at it, you are right ; but the 
Archdeacon never noticed so closely. 

E, Your landlord would scarce tolerate such letting 
down of a minor, but by no means useless, building on 
the farm rented by you. 

C Perhaps not (rather close home this ;) what says 
that inscription on the stained glass ? 

E, You mean the black-letter legend with its initial 
cross in the tracery of that late Perpendicular window 
over the sedile, which has the same little foliations noted 
by us at Taverham; we cannot decypher it without a 
ladder. The figures are as mutilated, as the colours are 
brilliant. 

C Our pavement is good. 
, E. The tiles were seen to better efiect laid diagon- 
ally ; — this slab in the central avenue commemorates, we 

Paget's ** Churches/' &c. 
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see, a naval officer — his order ennobled by Falconer and 
his immortal poem, "the Shipwreck." In our view, 
however, " Purser of H. M. S. Cmtaur^^ has nothing 
whatever to do with the " ^race and tender pity of Christ" 
to which the departed spirit has been consigned. 

C Many among our aged and infirm paupers ; and 
we have a long list of them fpomUng to the reUef-paper 
on t?4e church door J tell how he had a sailor*s own heart, 
and hand too, for their distresses. 

E. You have given a better epitaph than the grave- 
stone; and we will add to it, RemiuneraHo efus cttm 
Aliisaimo-^hiB reward is with the Most High. But those 
two brasses, with female effigies, in the chancel, are 
funereal gems indeed, erring— if they do err— in their piety, 
but with nothing of the "earth earthy" in their legends. 

C. I am an old man, sir, and will, at the proper time, 
repeat what you have been saying to my boys. 

K Those ogee two-lights in the aisles are elegantly 
trefoiled, but the glazing here^ as well as in the quatre- 
foil windows of the clerestory, hardly meets what is 
required by the 85th canon. 

C. True ; but how to raise the funds for an improve- 
ment? 

E. By seff-denud, and reflecting that we are merely 
stewards of God's gifts. And would it not be " insufifer- 
able in a steward to lay out his lord's money on the best 
glass for his own windows, and to think it well enough 
if those in his master's house be but patched with 
fragments of glass, or in great part blocked with pitiful 
mortar or dirt ?"* 

« Wells' " Discourse on Bepairing &c. of Churches." 
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C, I should call the steward a knave, and that 
remmds me of being sure enough vexed — when my 
youngest son's child, little Mary, wa« baptized a year 
ago— to have the font as it is. You see ours stands in 
the north aisle by the door — is the position correct, some 
say 'twere better in the chancel ? 

E, They are dolts ! For the rest, your font — we 
should call it early English — is in disreputable state, a 
thing we never witness with more painful feelings than in 
Decanal' churches. It might generally be removed at a 
charge hardly exceeding that of a drawing-room chair ! 
not too much outlay surely for the honor conferred by 
such an appointment. One man expends a cool hundred 
to exchange his name, not perhaps in the best odour, 
for a neir one ; another to have the red hand on his 
blazonry ; — why should not our rural deans offer their 
honorarium, not to the herald's office, but to God ? 
Your steeple has a newel staircase in the south-west 
angle, how many bells are there ? 

C. I think two only, but will just step up and see. 

(Tries at the door which is with difficulty opened through 
an accumtdation of sticks from daws' nests lying within,) 

E. Why, you and the incumbent are "Arcades 
ambo :" here is one of the earliest articles of hisr Deca- 
nal inquiry — "Is the tower or steeple in a sound 
condition, and kept clean ?" 

C. I suspect, sir (loith an air of mystery) that oiur 
parson does not like to have the poor birds disturbed. 

Squire A of the next parish was telling me one day 

of a tender-hearted old army-officer of Levens's — whose 
service may that be ? — ^in the German wars. " I doubt. 
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Bowles," says he, " whether Captain Shandy enjoyed the 
milk of human kindness in one whit higher degree than 
your rector." 

But the weather having by this time cleared with 
promise of a fine afternoon, Mr. Churchwarden was 
called off to his hay-makers, leaving us to pursue our 
survey alone. 

It would not do. Our friend's fine yeomanlike figure 
and handsome coimtenance, with its smile of quiet 
intelligence, remained with us still ; and after a few vain 
attempts at serious application, we determined on leav- 
ing the rest of this church, and its elegant details, a fair 
field to some other ecclesiologist. A few notices will 
shew the desultory manner in which alone we could 
proceed : — 

Relics of rood-staircase in north aisle — ^hollow sound, 
as of blocked piscina, in south — windows in central 
stage of Perpendicular tower — curious black-letter book 
of Homilies — chalice and paten — elaborate church- 
chest, Elizabethan? — Registers commence 1588. 



CROSTWICK— ^^ 3^m. 



" Alice Cook of Horstead, wife of Bobert Cook of Crostewheyte, by 
ber will in 1478, orders a man to go a pilgrimage to the Holy Rood of 
Orostweyte." Farkirea History of NorfolL 

Cbostwiok Church stands on an eminence which de- 
clines in a northerly direction to where Stone-beck, here 
narrowed by projecting tpits, is crossed by a bridge on 
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the North Walsham road. An avenue of trees leading 
to, and partially extending within, the cemetery^ has not 
yet acquired growth enough for effect. Leaving it for 
the north porch, you have on the right a beam, set 
lengthwise over the grave on uprights, with this legend ; 
— "Here lyeth the body of Adam Slipper, who dyed 
janvary y« 17, 1723, aged 54 years.** Had a cross form* 
been adopted, the whole would have evinced good taste 
— a commodity in our rural graveyards of uncommon 
scarceness. 

The ground-plan shews a chancel, nave with a very 
dilapidated rood-turret in south east, west tower, and 
the north porch just mentioned. The orientation is W 
north of east. 

CfianceL 18 H, 6 ftl. ftg 16 ft. 3 ftl. The gable 
has been despoiled of its original window s below the 
wooden affair that has supplanted it, we found an inele- 
gant dossel over substantial table with good drapery. 
On the south is a debased Per. two-light of late date ; 
the wall beneath high enough to hide the piscina, &c. if 
yet extant. A small priest* s door, visible on the outside 
only, occurs on the gospel hand ; and in the south-west 
a blocked aperture, which shall have our attention in a 
future article. The roof has a concave ceiling over 
moulded cornice, the pavement an elevation of two steps 
— a * pen' occurs on either side within the rood-screen. 
The chancel-arch is moulded of two orders under Per. 
label. 

* " It is suggested that wood is much more suitable than stone for memorial 
crosses in country churchyards." Inttrumenta Ecchsiaatica, 
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jNfabe« 42 ft bg 20. The remains of the screen, 
its lower portion only, are yerj elegant : three compart- 
ments on each hand have pointed ainquefoil suh-awhes 
below semicircular bead-and-hollow, the spandrels being 
elaborately sculptured. The hand-rail is enriched with 
Tudor flowers. The rood-stairs are not visible toiihin^ 
but a; ruined turret above glanced at, discovers both the 
upper and lower blocked apertures, steps, &c. within a 
fragment of wall, now mantled with ivy. The little relic 
had much interest for us, so many of them having been 
swept away by cravings after barren neatness. The 
east windows, north and south, are cinquefoil ogee three- 
lights, with poor Per. headings; two beyond these 
simple pointed two-lights — aU xmder four centered arches 
with cavetto hood-mouldings. The. pplpit, pi irregular 
£orm, has % large square canopy; the desk the west 
frontage so often complained against ; the ancient bench- 
es* good standards and poppy -heads.. East of either 
nave door, that on the south blocked, occur large fenes- 
tellee, the jambs chamfered, the arches slightly moulded ; 
we suppose they once had moveable leaden water-stoups 
set in them. The. tower arch has its inner member im- 
posed on monster corbels — a bier stands within it. 

Jponi* This feature, a highly elaborate octagon, 
stands on a basement of similar character, placed centrally 
at the west end. The stem has inarched figures raised 
upon pedestals, and bearing in <iieir hands the imple- 
ments of the Passion — the scourge, nails, hammer, 
nippers, and sponge on the reed being distinctly trace- 

« They doselj assimilate to those given in the '* Instrtunenta Ecclesiastioa** 
from the nave oi Great S. Maiy's in Cambridge. 
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able. The capital is interlaced with firet-work, the 
bowl — its rim broken in forcing out the staples— charged, 
under four-centered arches, with apostles in a citting 
posture ; S. anHtrto'ft cross, S. l«ttl'« sword and S. gol^n'a 
book yet remain ; the emblems of the rest and the faces 
of all are more or less mutilated. The cavity, far from 
clean, is without lining ; the exterior xmhappily painted ! 
^TofDtt* The parapet has an arcade of dressed flint 
and ashler, with grotesque angular figures and central 
gurgoyles in the string-course : the buttresses are dia- 
gonal, of three stages over a good base-couise. An 
irregular projection in the north-east encloses a newel 
staircase, gained from within by a four-centered doorway. 
The upper windows appear to be late insertions of the 
meanest kind ; small central lights open under square 
dripstones with masks, notch-heads, &c. The west 
window is an elegant, though small. Per. two-light with 
finely moulded mullions — one tell only remains. 

^rdft. The jamb-shafts of the outer doorway, 
now in very broken state, had Per. capitals and stilted 
bases. The windows are both of them blocked. 

On the south bank of the stream above noticed, the 
' White Horse' in pendulous elevation invites to a little 
way-side inn, not unworthy of being visited by such as 
love prying into ** the nooks and comers of old England.'' 
The ancient diversity of exterior is not belied by its 
internal quaintness ; eq>ecially in mine host's best room, 
with its capacious ingle-nook and low walls, on which 
appear engravings of infantry in the costume of Cullo- 
den — whereat the eye of a recruiting-sergeant might 
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dilate. But we quitted these ; dwelling rather, in our 
ride homewards, on the font just seen, and its devout 
sculptures — especially that of him 

" Who pn^ped the Virg^ in her ttint. 
The loved apostle John." 

RACkHEATH MAGNA*— ail Sbafntt. 

<* Dindt, edificat, mutat quadrata rotandis." 

Hora£e,Ep,L 100. 

We were most likely indebted to Mr. Archdeacon and 
his visitation for our glance over the interior of this 
church. It stands, in a spot of peculiar loneliness, upon 
a little elevation rising over the long undulating grounds 
in front, and, as the aged parish-clerk dwells away in 
another part of the district, its key had hardly been 
obtainable but for the above circumstance. 

The ground-plan here exhibits chancel, nave, south 
aisle and porch, west tower ; a mean vestry has recently 
been appended outside the priest's door. The orientation 
is 11^ north of east. We will strive to present the 
general impression conveyed to us, by an illustrative 
process. 

On such a day it was resolved, in vestry duly con- 
vened, '^ that this church, being in a state of decay, be 
repaired, fit for the congregation of Qod*s people to 
resort unto' — that the chairman of this meeting, the 
incumbent, and Messrs. Churchwardens, shall constitute 

* '* It was andently in two parishes, called Chreat and Little Baekheathj 
but the church in the latter division, dedicated to the J|(oIS ^ViXtitSt ''"^^ 
taken down several centories ago, and its site is now unknown." 

White's " Norfolk:' 
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a committee to carry the resolution into effect. And 
that they have power to add to their number any 
of the liberal benefactors who have so handsomely 
come forward," &c. 

On the eyening of this eyentful day for the Lord's 
house at Rackheath, the senior churchwarden receives a 
note from Mr. Chairman to this effect : — 

" My dear Sir, 

Having consulted the zealous friends whom we 

agreed to associate with onrselTCS in the godly work before ns, I have 

to say that we desire tou to select the party to be employed npon it, 

only stipulating that wh€U he is to do shall be specified by a competent 

and indifferent person. 

Tour's &C.'* 

Had a course like this been pursued, the now neat 
and decorous, but sadly uncatholic, church here would 
have been all we could desire, and at a very diminished 
rate of expenditure ! " I have seen," says a late writer, 
a good old stone church faced throughout with brick, 
without either need or propriety, by a churchwarden, 
who was also a builder ; another wainscoted within and 
re-pued hy a carpenter ; or painted all over by a painter, 
or plaistered all over by a plaisterer."* In like manner 
the labour bestowed on this interior has been as profuse 
as it is tasteless. 

(ZTj^antcL The gable has a plain wooden three- 
light, the lateral walls each a lauciform couplet. Over a 
good table, with spirally turned legs, we found a paint- 
ing, a Madonna and child ; it is partially mutilated, and 
we believe otherwise of no great value. The piscina, 

• " A Few Words to Chnrohwardeus," &c. 
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sedilia, &c. are all ludden behind a high wainscot : the 
ancient stalls hare been supplanted by open longitudinal 
benches within a low balustrade. The chancel arch, 
cavetto-chamfered on double soffit, springs from semi- 
octagonal shafts. The altar-plate is yaluable ; it com-' 
prises a flagon, paten and chalice — oblations made about 
the middle of the last century by Sir Horatio Pettus, 
bart., also an antique basin richly embossed. 

Nabe. The north wall has a lanciform couplet 
pierced in the head, the south a clerestory tier of 
quatrefoils now intersected by the aisle roof: the piers 
(two) are' octagonal with Dec. caps., the arches like that 
just described. Mutilated remains of the rood-screen 
exist on the north side, and before them. we find an 
overgrown desk backing on the altar, together with 
hexagonal pulpit: both recent erections — the latter 
imder a huge square canopy. A few standards with 
mutilated finials appear below the pens, which are in 
height moderate. The font is a debased composition, 
the cover particularly so; an octagonal bowl presents 
masks, faces and a shield, charged with the bearings of 
Pettus : it stands by the west pier, and the cavity is 
leaded. The roofs throughout are modem, slated and 
ceiled. 

SbOttt]^ ^(slt. An eastern ogee two-light has been 
blocked by the vestry above glanced at; the lateral 
windows are cusped, with central quatrefoils over Tudor 
arches. 

^Ofott* The belfry windows resemble those just 
noticed: a western three-light, of wood, lies hidden 
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behind a large hand-organ standing under the tower 
arch. A string-course divides this steeple, which is 
devoid of buttresses, into two stages ; there are three 
bells. 

^Ottt]^ $OtC]^. Over the outer doorway we found 
a small sun-dial without legend. 



SALHOUSE or SALLOWES. 

*' There was fonnerly a chapel* in this hamlet, to which the vicar of 
Wroxham is also instituted ; the Conqueror's survey notices two chur- 
ches, as may be seen in the account of Beaufoe's manor : that at 
Salhouse was dedicated to gdl JSaCntS." 

Parkin's " History of Norfolk.'' 

We give the above loosely worded passage for what it 
is worth — ^for ourselves, in absence of evidence to the 
contrary, we incline to a belief that the hamlet chapel 
and second church are identical with parts of the existing 
edifice. Its orientation is 18^ north of east. 

An esteemed correspondent has aptly remarked to us, 
that the details of this interesting church are, on some 
points, as ' incomprehensible* as its archaiology is ob- 
scure. Might conjecture be hazarded, we should say, 
with diffidence, that the original ground-plan comprised 
a chancel, nave, and north aisle, with round tower at the 
west end of it ; but that in the fifteenth century the 
lower portion at least of the present Perpen. tower was 
erected by parties designing either to rebuild the church 
altogether, or else to reduce the nave — adding a cleres- 

* In Bishop Parkhurst's 'Samma^oi 

is retumed as a diapel-o^ease to Wroxham. 
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tory — and throw out a south aisle. The superior breadth 
of the chancel might indeed be objected, but this is by 
no means without precedent.* 

Cj^SnCtl. The mullions of an eastern three-light 
simply intersect in the head without cusping, the inter- 
stices being filled with modem stained-glass of rather 
inferior character — an external label over simple-pointed 
arch has elegant corbel-heads. An ancient shield, 
charged with the monogram I. H. S. appears in the. 
central light, and the same device, supported by angels 
in wood sculpture^ on the wall above. Over the altar- 
table we read, on a stone scroll, ** 8J|te Uo in rnnnnlirantt 
of mtt" and higher up, on each side the window, tablets 
of the decalogue in like material ; but we grudge every 
farthing, no matter whence derived, that is wasted on 
Credo, &c. A lancet-shaped piscina occupies the usual 
position ; it adjoins a plain sedile, situate under Early 
English two light pierced in the head. A legend on 
modem boss, ** &taxt^ tt^t JSnripttirw," is seen above the 
priests' door, westward of which opens a lanciform 
couplet with broad lychnoscopic splays. The pavement 
has altemate layers of beautiful encaustic tiles, brought 
here, as we learn, from Venice. 

XBte« The south wall presents a new ogee three- 
light with Per. tracery under four-centered arch, and 
west of this a foliated lanciform couplet perforated in the 
head ; both have bordures of stained glass. The royal 
arms Anna Retina is suspended between these. The 
piers (four) are octagonal, the caps— with exception of 

* See a ground-plan of the church of Great Hasely, Oxfordshire, given in 
Barr's " Anglican Churdi Architecture." 
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the western, which has masks — foliaged; the abacas 
moulding and pier arches are unmistakeable Early Eng- 
lish.* The rood screen, of three compartments on each 
side, is debased, a brattishing of carved- work, we fear, in 
rather questionable taste; at least the central urn is 
decidedly not Gothic. On the other hand we were much 
pleased with the hexagonal pulpit and prayer desk 
fronting north and west, both of them remodelled from 
minute but elaborate old carvings. Two antique gems 
appear in close contiguity here—the sancte-bell still 
attached to the cornice of the rood-screen, and an iron 
hour-glass stand nojv affixed to the reading-desk ; it has 
recently been set there from a position on the gospel 
side of the nave, where the pulpit probably stood. All 
the pues have been cut down to a much lower elevation 
than heretofore ; and with * equally good taste and 
feeling' the manorial seat laid nearly open — 
" ergo toa rora manebunt" 
Over the south door, which has a small benatura on 
the right within, a large carved boss, or shield, bears the 
appropriate text, ** i Inas gloD lD|m tt^tjt ^aOi ttnto me, Irt 
tw go into tt^t ^ottst of f^t iorJ ;" and west of this, over 
school seats, *' Srain up a tl^OH in t|r \na^ t^^t |t 9|otilD 
go," &c. We fear, but could rejoice in assurance of 
being mistaken, that the erect figure here is a paganism. 
But the eye will be diverted from it to an exquisite 
alms-chest, the Norman arcade wrought on which drew 

* " In floriated capitals foliage covers the intermediate space between the aba- 
cas and the astagal, or neck ; — in the transition Norman and Early English, 
the foliage, as is well known, is arranged verticanT ; in the Decorated ittuines 
horizontally, or rather transversely, round the capitaL" 

PMey^B " Chthie Mouldings:' 
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SO much attention that we omitted to take a note of its 
legend. 

JpOnt« This rather debased feature is set on octa- 
gonal stem inarched in late Per. style ; the bowl — and 
stem truth compels us to censure its dirty state — has its 
rim mutilated, seemingly by the weight of an inelegant 
cover, which opens — ^not to the cavity, but a stone- 
bottle. 

iSortft ^(sle. The details here are uniformly 
Early English. We found the east end supplied with a 
range of choral seats placed longitudinally, as recommen- 
ded by us at Ringland, and in front a quasi-lettem for 
the choir-master. A broad hagioscope, splayed to an 
extent that affords ample range towards the high-altar, 
opens within the south-east respond. In a late charge 
of the venerable archdeacon Shirley, the early origin of 
these architectural features is questioned — we certainly 
cannot infer from this very ancient specimen that they 
existed in Norman times.* The wall- pieces are imposed 
on floriated corbels, the latest, we believe, of a long 
series of oblations made in this sanctuary. It is not for 
us to thank the devout donor ; there is One for whose 
sake he did these things, who wiU not forget his 
labours.! A bier stands by the north door, west of 
which an enclosed space has received the name of 
* bone-house*: within it appears a rude arch that opened, 

* " In early Norman Churches, the place of a hagioscope is sometimes sap- 
plied by a smaller, on each side ot the great chancel arch." 

" HinU on the Praetieal Study,' ^. 

•f- " Such men, worthy of a better age, do not lo<^ tar praise or name : and 
I may pain them perhaps by having said even thus much. But they will for- 
give me this wnmg if they reflect that their example may lead others to do the 
like." " d Few Words," frc. 
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we conceive, into the round tower. The place is dark 
and full of rubbish ! 

^ototX. The lofty archway here springs 
" Over corbels carved grotesque and gim ;" 
but they are hidden beyond the ceiled roof, the lidge of 
which diverges much to the south. Below, a neat open 
screen incloses a roomy area used as a vestry : it is 
lighted by a Perpen. west window. Within we found a 
handsome Gothic chair, a massive church-chest and 
table — all of oak ; a newel staircase b gained by Tudor 
doorway in the north-east. The central stage has square 
lights corresponding with those at Wroxham : the upper 
portion, we incline to think, was never completed. 

Several fine old oaks, which adorned this church 
yard, have been recently felled for " the Pastor's man- 
sion" — where an impressive lesson on the appropriate 
character of such buildings has been unhappily lost. 



WROXHAM—^, ittarB. 

Viator. How promptly our fine old church-builders 
availed themselves, wherever possible, of a picturesque 
site for their edifices ! That elegant tower, beetling on 
its green hiU over the sinuous river which here flows in 
a northerly course, returning as it were to its source, 
affords a striking instance in point. The good taste 
evinced in laying out, and planting this north side of 
the grave-yard is of more recent date : beautifully does 
the devious path under these shady elms open on the 
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half-flooded lowlands — where, now in hay harvest, wag- 
ons and horses, and hoats ply a common pursuit. 

jEudoxm. Those nets, hung to dry on the river's 
bank, remind one that ''in the dark ages, when the 
fasts of the church were duly observed," the ^Id of those 
ample streams and broads was most thought of. The 
pen of an Isaac Walton, or a Jesse, were well employed 
in expatiating on their piscatory worth. But they pos- 
sess charms for the antiquary, especially if a legal one, in 
another respect ; although to me the subject has some- 
thing repulsive, intruding, as it does, among scenes and 
persons set apart to a godly and quiet seclusion. 

V. I do not clearly comprehend you ; unless indeed 
you allude in some way, to the rights of fishery enjoyed 
by the ancient religious houses. 

JEu, And their frequent litigation thereupon. Mar- 
garet, daughter and co-heiress of Will, de Cheyney, 
became seized of the entirety of this manor in the 2nd 
Henry III, and soon after bestowed the estate with all 
its rights on the priory of Carhou, In the 25th of the 
same reign, the abbot of JS. ISennttt who held \mder the 
nuns by a quit-rent of one thousand herrings in Lent, was 
brought to agree that Wroxham bridge should mark the 
limits of their several rights in fishing, saving to the 
priory a pool called Flegg Dam, Other dbputes are 
noticed in the iter of Solomon de Rochester, and again 
10th Edward II. the k'lng impleaded the tenacious monk, 
when it was found that he had planted trees on the river- 
bank, appropriated certain rights of fishing before public^ 
and moreover made divers encroachments on the royalty ; 
80 that ships and boats could no longer as heretofore 
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load and unload without toll or custom.* The dissolu- 
tion, under Henry VIII., and his rapacious courtiers, 
brought these sqabbles to one common, and merciless 
end. 

V. The times had certainly become " out of joint" 
and needed some strong remedy, but the evils of that 
applied survive to this day. — And now to address our- 
selves again to our " really important study : for it is a 
thing of utility and vital interest, a thing of religion and 
of the church." t We are spared by Cotman's drawing 
of it, the task — by no means a light one-— of minutely 
describing this fine Norman doorway ; nevertheless it 
shall not be wholly passed over in loco. Pray examine 
you the chancel-details, whilst I am preparing a little 
card of the 

6rottnD yUn. 

Tower. South Porch. 

Direction, by the compass — 2" south of east. 
Eu. The east window is a late Per. three-light 
without cusping ; that in the south-east an ogee cinque- 
foil two-light under quatrefoil, the arch simply pointed. 
A wooden insertion has supplanted the muUions and 
tracery of that in the south-west — a desecration repeated 
in the south aisle. The altar-table and rails, elevated 
by two steps, are of turner's work; the altar-plate, I 
learn, includes a flagon, a requirement of the 20th 

* See more at large in Parkin's " History of Norfolk" — article Wroxham. 
t Paley's " Eocleaiologist's Guide to the Churches, &c. round Cambridge." 
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i 

canon* now comparatively rare in conntry churches. A 
blocked piscina appears on the .epistle side, as does also 
the priest's door : the chancel-arch, moulded of two 
orders, is imposed on half-round piers. 

" V, The high altar is> we should say perhaps, was, 
open to the north aisle through this hagioscope, its splay 
bevilled gradually off eastward. The rood staircase — 
no remains of the screen are extant — lay opposite: I 
take that small niche to have once opened into it, thus 
affording a view of the priest from the south aisle also ; 
but both are now blocked, and in lieu the pulpit, a re- 
cent but pretty good hexagon, and the vesLdrng-pew, have 
risen into landmarks for the 'Protestant auditorium.' 
In the days of Bishop Andrewes, and the martyr of our 
ritual, Laud,t churchmen trod closer on the footmarks of 
such as had preceded them. 

JEu, And a Wordsworth has exhorted that we should 

do likewise. — In this church, you observe, the arches 

which support the clerestory, spring at once from the 

piers without any intervening capitals, a practice not 

uncommon in buildings of this 15ch century style, and 

sometimes found, though more rarely, in the Decorated.^ 

The piers are octagonal, the arch-soffits chamfered as at 

the chancel — the clerestory pierced on each side by three 

trefoiled and square-headed two-lights. The wall pieces 

of the (leaded) roof, divided into five bays, retain their 

original corbels : one might commend the floor too, but there- 

** Surgit amari aliqoid** — the piies ! 

* " We require (the wine) to be brought to the communion table in a dean 
and sweet standing pot, or stoup, of pewter if not of purer metal." Canon 20th. 

+ " Hierurgia Anglicana." p. 8. 
t Bloxam's " Principles of Gothic Ecclesiastical Architecture." 
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V. And how can the minister comply with the Ru- 
hrical injunction to haptize publicly, while the font is 
cut off from the congregation behind this mean '' hoard- 
ing ?" I see it has an appropriate cover crocketted, and 
an octagonal bowl beaded at the angles, the cavity lined 
with lead, and clean, but — dry as the Simoom. For the 
hoarding, there is more rubbish— wood in the shape of 
old boxes, staves, and what not ! — accumulated behind 
these things in one Deanery, than might serve a high- 
dryer to light stoves with for a twelvemonth. Here the 
evil is checked, not wholly avoided, by its advanced 
position. 

Eu. Truly so, and caused by the shortened aisles^ or 
side-chapels ; they occasion another and more venerable 
anomaly — that large northern Tudor three-light looking 
down, like S. Christopher of good omen, on " the laver 
of regeneration." The north aisle has two cinquefoil 
two-lights, one of them new, under square heads, and a 
mask corbel on the west pier. Here are the only open 
benches remaining to this church — which, as we learn 
from an entry in the bursar's book at Carhou priory, was 
building in 1447 ; mention also occurs of " gifts for the 
new roof in 1489.* 

V. This fine specimen of a Perpendicular tower re- 
quires little notice, so many having been described by 
us — it has five bells. The porch, rather poor, had a 
parvise ; but the division within, whether wood floor or 
stone vaulting, no longer exists. The elaborate Norman 
doorway, before glanced at, has its arch enriched with 
the zig-zag, lozenge, intersecting, chain, and medallion 

• Parkin's "History of Norfolk." 
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mouldings,* between "bowtels;" the jamb-shafts, in three 
recesses, are banded, spirally-fluted, chevroned, &c. The 
ancient door presents some good iron- work. 

Eu, Now we are in the open air, observe the red 
sail of that barge gliding along beyond ridges of yellow 
com which swell up between us, as the steersman threads 
his way between " fields replenished with all manner of 
fruit to the maintenance of our corporal necessities."! 
It might teach a profitable lesson indeed that voyage of 
his — teaching how 

" Man's arms, and arts and trade, 

May flourish above the sod, 
Sldlftilly fashioned and finely made — 

Bat the soil-wealth comes from God.*' 

V. What ! are we to part without exchanging thoughts 
on this Mausoleum J in the north-west part of the church- 
yard? Those early English arcades, the pedlmented 
buttresses, the door with its detached jamb-shafts (poor 
enough in comparison of those just left,) the bold cinque- 
foil within its circle ; and all in " clene hewen Asshlar" — 
a thing so chaste and good as this occurs rarely as angel- 
visits to us. 

Eu. And I cordially rejoice in the scarceness. I had 
rather meet " dull oblivion" under the green mound of 
a pauper from the next imion-house, infinitely so, than 
to divert the amount here lavished from the glory of the 
Lord^s house ! Stained-glass in the windows — ^holy 

* It has been observed to us by an accomplished draughtsman, that the arch 
here is more elliptical than Cotman's engraving represents. 

f " Book of Homilies," page 449. 

♦ ''J7oto much, money changed into stones /" remarked the philosopher Anaxa- 
goras when he saw Artemisia's famous monument. 
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texts on the walls — encaustic tiles and brasses for the 
floor — finely carved misereres within the chancel- 
screen — open benches with poppy-heads in the nave — 
the brazen-clasped bible on its eagle — the litany desk — 
even the old Puritan hour-glass ; all 

*' The help thfit slackening piety requires," 
lost for this sepulchral FoUy ! Those to whom He gave 
the soil, and the wealth thereof, should learn and know 
better how to make it redound to His praise. 

V, We must, however, discriminate rightly between 
the filial piety in which this tasteful memorial originated, 
and the spirit of the times that unhappily diverted it to 
an object merely personal. 



SPIXWORTH-^, ^eter. 

This pretty church, the ground-plan of which is 
somewhat irregular, occupies, in connection with the 
parsonage, the sweetest little wayside nook yet found by 
us, the natural scenery not otherwise remarkable, 
having been improved, to a high degree, and in excellent 
taste. The edifice, its west door gained from the road 
through a neat iron gate, stands in a grave-yard em- 
bowered on three sides by luxuriant evergreens and 
other trees, threaded by shady walks. The orientation — 
28* 30' north of east. 

CfiaiUel 24 ft. ig 16. We gladly avaU our- 
selves of aid, kindly afforded, in noticing the curious 
tracery of a gable three-light here. " The east chancel- 
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window has always been considered a coarse specimen, 
of the Flamboyant style," writes one. Another has 
remarked that " this tracery resembles the continental 
style known as the Flamboyant; but the window 
altogether is probably of an earlier period,* and in fact 
only a coarse specimen of the flowing Decorated." 
What inclines us to a similar conclusion is the absence 
of an upward tendency in the wavy lines. The lower 
divisions are cinquefoil ogees flanking a central simple- 
pointed light ; the whole under a segmental arch. The 
altar- table, which has plain but pretty good drapery ,t 
stands under a mean dossel. The sedilia have elegant 
trifoliated arches springing from shafts with early 
English caps. ; the piscina a trefoil orifice with one 
straight side — all are comprised within a Dec. label. 

On the gospel side, under a " ciborium," appear the 
recumbent effigies of William Peck and dame Alice his 
wife, who deceased in 1634. " Their attitude, asleep in 
nocturnal attire, does not — as in an age of higher and 
purer feeling in this regard — approve the departed's 
faith in the efficacy of prayer ; the inscription, in Latin 
and English, is lengthy, and the whole not unreasonably 
furnishes matter of grief to two naked cherubs above ; 
a helmet and crest hang suspended over all." 

The lateral windows, on either side one, are trefoiled 
two-lights with flowing tracery embracing central quatre- 
foils ; ihey contain fragments of rich stained-glass. 
Traces of a northern priest's door are seen externally 

* The Flamboyant style is reckoned coeval with our Anglican Perpendicular. 

"+ William Davey, a vintner of Norwich, who died in 1475, gave to this church 
an altar-cloth with " Orate p. aia' b ;" &c. it was laid upon the altar on a dirge, 
or dirige." Parkin's **History qf Norfolk." 
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and (outside still) in the south-west occurs a feature like 
that slightly noticed at Crostwick : we really are unable 
to decide between lychnoscopic or confessional character 
for them. The chancel stalls, wretchedly marred, and 
an antique banded chest yet remain. 

iBtabe, 32 ft. fig 16. "The rood-screen, late 
Per. and perfect in all but the sacred emblem it was 
intended to bear,* has three compartments on either side 
of the ' beautiful gates.' The west ^vindow is a hand- 
some Decorated three-light, trifoliated under flowing 
tracery; the north window like those in the chancel. 
The octagonal piers (two) and east respond have Dec. 
caps., the western respond being three-clustered with a 
fillet on the central " bowtel," and very singular capital. 
On the floor we foimd an ancient brass with this 
legend — 

** ^xslU p. ana. I^argaretr ^f^omr nttp. ttxis. ^^omr 

Stiotne q. ohiit vi<* tiit J&epteft a" x' m* vo xvii. tuia. ane. pptiet &m." 

By the south-west pier stands the font,f which is of 
very great antiquity (Norman ?) but rather curious than 
handsome. The bowl is round with small angular 
projections over four comer-shafts surrounding a massive 
cylindrical stem ; the rim is mutilated in wrenching out 
the staples, the leaded cavity clean, but disused." The 
pulpit, and desks fronting west and south, are modern 
erections, the pues but too numerous : a good Dec. 
label appears over the north door externally. 

gboulj afele. 28 ft* 6e 14. "The east gable, 
and the lateral wall near it, have Per. three-lights cinque- 

* Our friend appears to have forgotten the rood-loft. 
•t* Diameter at the top, 2 ft. 3 in., height from the (modem) step, 2 ft. 4 in. 
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foiled, a sedile being formed by the sill of the latter. 
The other has an interesting relic in some fragments of 
painted glass. Some have thought the group to repre- 
sent the 'star-led Chaldeans,' others a double Holy 
Family — Joseph with S. S. ;^1T? an& 0li?aftrtt. At first 
view I thought the oflfering of the three kings might be 
meant, with the nativity in the comer, after the manner 
of many old pictures in which several events in the same 
person's life are represented in one piece. But there are 
some things not easily reconcileable with this theory ; 
among others, the foremost figure bearing offerings is 
evidently that of a woman." For ourselves^ we incline 
to a merely secular character for the piece — firom the 
evident languor and sickness depicted on both mother 
and child, and in the want of anything like a gloriole 
(nimbus) circling the head of either. The costume is 
that of Henry Vth*s reign. 

The roofs are leaded throughout, that over the aisle, a 
well-moulded Per. lean-to of three bays. Five ancient 
seats, although in mutilated condition, remain here ; the 
backs have vokUed panels, the standards poppy heads of 
various device : that of the hindermost bench with a 
grotesque elbow-figure over front-shaft, its Per. cap. 
crenelled. The rood staircase, we imagine, opened into 
this aisle near " an altar, probably that of S. S|)oma» 
(of Canterbury ?) martyr. In the avenue we foimd two 
brass inscriptions, one running thus — 

*^nXt p. ana. 0rrgotu (iH) pnjJteU q. tiH^iiX 5n 
(C26to Sl0Sttptot0. (U l^artr. a. Do. m*" cccc'' xiij. ' 
The other is too mutilated for transcribing. East of the 
south door occurs a trifoliated benatura, or water stoup," 
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high in the wall above a plain two-light, and near it a 
large rose. The west gable has a wicket. 

^OiD£t« " This plain and slender feature stands south 
of the aisle at its west end, whence one enters by a 
narrow door. There are two bells, the larger quite plain, 
the other with a legend in antique letters, but recording 
only the bell-founder*s name ; we could not read it with 
certainty, the belfry being unusually small, ^xA far from 
clean, — On the whole, and always reserving our ana- 
thema upon the pues, we were pleased with the character 
and condition of this little church ; but never was so 
much paint employed to such bad purpose ! Wainscot, 
rood-screen, pies^ nay the very font with its stone-colour 
daubing — none have escaped it."* 



SPROWSTON-Sb. iftftatsateu 



CathoxiICus, TjROPHiMus,t Neologus. 

Ca, Welcome, good Trophimus, you have your tablets 
with you, I see, doubtless filled with a graphic descrip- 
tion of your own village church. 

Tro, I have spent many hours there, searching out 
peculiarities by no means obvious to a casual observer ; 
and whatever my competency, may at least take credit 
for no mean zeal in the pursuit. The result of my ex- 

* We desire to express our obligations, in respect of this article, to a young 
gentleman, a demy of S. Mary Magdalene College, Oxford, and member of the 
Architectural Society in that University. 

t An eidolon of duplex character, but chiefly formed from the contributor to 
our last article. 
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plorings is, that although vestiges of good work remain, 
comparatively little has survived the ravages of malice 
and neglect. The ichnography is, chancel with north 
chapel, nave, two aisles, west tower, south porch. Di- 
rection by compass, east by south. 

Neo, You talk of neglect ; now I think that anything 
expended on churches beyond keeping them in merely 
" tenantable condition," is so much wrong done to God's 
own legatees — the poor. 

Ca. A master spirit of pagan Rome held juster notions 
than yours in this respect : however indiflferent to the 
popular mythology, hs insisted on reverential care for 
the " petrefactions" of it — 

" Te divite, qnare 

^ Templa raunt antiqna Deum ?" 

But our young friend will resume his tablets. 

Tro, The church furniture is unhappily more redolent 
of modern enormities, than ancient beauty. The east 
window, a Dec. cinquefoiled three-light, has geometrical 
tracery, somewhat rude both in design and execution. 
A small and plain priest's door, and sedilia formed by a 
window-sill, occur on the south side : the oaken altar- 
rails, raised by two steps, are modem, as is also the 
communion table. A solitary poppy-head remains at- 
tached to an open seat here. The chancel arch, a lofty 
one, has its jambs and soffit boldly, but simply moulded ; 
the roof is " underdrawn" by a piaster ceiling. A chalice 
and paten bear date, 1572. 

Neo, My attention flags ; the field is not rich enough 
in important particulars — beside you omit to notice the 
gem of all. Bacon's Lady Micklethwait. 
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Ca, Alas, that a memorial so exquisitely chaste in 
itself, should breathe absolutely nothing of the spirit of 
the earlier church ! 

Tro, That arch-puritan, and regicide. Miles Corbet, 
might be satisfied with the sufficient desecration of the 
rood-screen. Lower panels blocked, a brattishing of 
Tudor flowers mutilated, the once rich tracery of the 
arches vanished, the rood displaced, the ' beautiful doors' 
torn from their hinges — would you ask yet more ? add 
the contamination of pues and whitewash. Faint traces 
of the rood-stairs appear on the gospel side. 

Ca. You draw a picture hardly less revolting than 
the long, and minutely indelicate catalogue of Sir Thomas 
Adams' ailments, given on the huge monimient that 
groans under the weight of his own colossal effigies, and 
that of his wife, both in a recumbent posture. But go 
on, Trophimus, I never weary of church descriptions — 
although a partial sameness is their '' inseparable acci- 
dent;'' and our friend here in nowise classes either of us 
with the versatile author of the '^GMi Tre,*' 

Tro. In the angle formed by chancel and south aisle, 
are the foundations of a small structure, probably a con- 
fessional; it seems to have communicated with the 
chancel through a square breasthigh orifice, and with the 
aisle by a door — both now blocked. I have thought that 
careful examination, and comparison with known existing 
examples might throw some light on the subject of *' lych- 
noscopes," so called. 

Neo. We want no light to expose the Popish profli- 
gacy to which confessionals afforded cloak — they acted 
rightly in demolishing this. 
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Cb. There spoke the spirit of Will. Dowsing. Be- 
yond controversy, our Neologus had proved a worthy 
compeer of the " Parliamentary visitor," but in those 
degenerate days must content himself with such liUle 
^oea as baptizing with a pewter basin, and reading the 
Dry office from the desk. 

Tro, The north chapel, misused as a school-room, 
contains a niche with Tudor arch, and embattled crest, 
probably hagioscopic, its position on the north side of 
the eastern " respond." The chancel side has been block- 
ed, and an arch corresponding with the other turned 
imoards toward the wall. The north aisle windows, 
two-lights, without foliations, are probably of a later 
date than their form implies. Three mural monuments 
here — two of them for members of the Corbet family — 
although debased, have at least the merit of their effigies 
being either recumbent, or kneeling with clasped hands. 
A fine priest's brass has been " reaved" from the floor. 
In the nave, with the redeeming exception of a most 
beautiful font, one meets little worthy of note. The 
ancienc roof, its corbels yet remaining, was taken down 
not long since, and the timber secularized. 

Ca. You are spared describing the font, its brown 
hoUand wrapper reminding of nothing so much as the 
poet Scroggins' head-gear — 

" A. cap by night, a stocking all the day ;" 

spared the task by this fine engraving of it in Van 
Voorst's series, (handing the hookj article ** Solp ^rinits, 
Coventry." For the donor — name him not : he had as 
lieve be classed among the GripeaUsy that, often by shifts 
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like Provost Pawkie's, get their tea-set, or pocket com- 
munion-plate, or baser still, purse of gold, as to have 
read that he had done what these never do — ^made an 
oblation to the Lord's house. 

Tro. The original font, at west end of north aisle, 
was so mutilated as to contain scarcely more than two 
inches depth of fluid, the stem and rim of its bowl mainly 
composed of brick and mortar. To avoid desecration, 
the relics were buried beneath the pavement. A blocked 
tower-arch has been lately re-opened on an elegant west 
window, having two angels in the stained glass of its 
tracery — the whole an oblation. 

Ca, An exemplary one ; would that landowners more 
generally came forward in like spirit 

" To deck the parish church without a hrief." 

Tro, The south aisle has three cinquefoiled two-lights. 
Traces of painting may be discerned on the roof, the 
monograms of Jesus and the blessed Virgin. A rectan- 
gular brick tower has supplanted the round one, which 
fell about sixty years since ; but its ancient Per. windows 
have been inserted in the upper stage. There are three 
bells, the largest antique, with this legend in Gothic* 
letters — 

*' <!hrm(0 spiritus lattHet Bominum." 

The smallest bears date 1625 : another, lately purchased 
by subscription, is circumscribed 

*' ^% tmin ftnituntia^it lattHm tttam, :gftBd0dX2^SF." 
At the same time the belfry underwent a thorough re- 
pair. The porch has a rude dedication-cross on the east 

• Does our young friend mean Lombardics ? 
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jamb of the outer doorway. Traces of a water-stoup 
remain here, and another may be seen externally west- 
ward of the blocked north door. In conclusion, all must 
regret that one who should be foremost in zeal here, 
'' takes no interest in the sacred edifice !" 

Neo. I too value your " Catholic arrangement," and 
" Rubrical observances" not a rush ; give me a high-pan- 
elled pue, where, withdrawn within myself, I can listen 
to " a soul-searching exposition of the Word." 

Ca, And give occasion to a scene like that told of 
"zealous South," who publicly reproved a courtier for loud 
snoring — so lovd as to wake the King ! 



CATTON— Sb. ittargarct. 

The exterior view is picturesque, its beauties those of 
nature rather than architectural, the tower and porch, 
with a parvise, being clad in a most luxuriant mantle of 
aged ivy. The ground-plan comprises chancel with north 
chantry, nave, north aisle, west tower, south porch. 
Orientation, 5° south of east. 

CDSancel 20 ft bg 16. The gable has a Per. 
cinquefoiled three-light* under elegantly floriated cross. 
Over the altar, supplied with decent coverings, and 
handsome service-books, we found a painting — Simeon 
taking the "Holy Child" into his arms, and blessing God 
in the "Nunc Dtmittis" The modem reredos, like some 

* Here might once be read uader kneeling effigies holding a mitre, and a cro- 
sier resting on his shoulder, 

" itrberenlytt0 in Cfiriato yater l^oftntwi BronDe, ptUn fioxinU 
ttnMn ntUnit, m \iitxiaxi Utit, ^o. e|)ri»t(, 1528.'* 



Digitized by 



Google 



OATTON. 157 

other improvements, exhibits perhaps more of good 
feeling than correct taste ; hangings had be6n far prefer- 
able. Several cumbrous mural monuments occur here, 
part of one on the epistle side, which has a priest's door, 
laid with matting, seemingly to form a sedile. A verbose 
Latin inscription on the north wall breathes such improper 
spirit that we give it, by way of protest, in a free 
translation — 

** A man, to men and angels dear, now freed from ' earthy* leaven, 

On airy wing eternal spring hath won in the seventh heaven. 

How recklessly the powers above recal what they have given ! 

In temper and in loyalty, in meek address exoellmg, 

The feai* of God, die love of man, shone brightly ronnd his dwelling : 

And then so learned in the law, who had him for defender 

Might laagh in scorn of Titus Oates, that ignorant pretender. 

In short, *fore losel Charles a saint, he lived as man did never, 

And now aspires, midst angel choirs, to praise the Lord for ever. 

Stranger, make wail, like nightingale in all her plaintive glory ; 

A loving wife, to quit this life sighs madam Judith Cone." 

The backs of some ancient stalls remain, as does also 
the lower portion of the rood-screen, extended in a par- 
close across the ladye-chapel. The roof is antique with 
plastered interstices, the cornice surmounted by an 
embattled moulding — nearly all the original wood- work 
has recently been cleared of paint. A " pede cloth" is 
figured in designs like those on encaustic tHes. 

j^ate. 36 ft &5 16. The mouldings of nave- 
piers and arches are meagre, the walls strengthened, in 
some places, by large iron clamps, in figure cruciform 
and by no means unsightly. The lower windows are 
Per. three-lights, those in the clerestory trefoiled in two 
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divisions. The pulpit, a very handsome octagon, bears 
date, 1537, }em, Henry VIII., but the octangular shaft 
is much earlier ; the whole — ancient examples are some- 
what rare — forming a valuable model. Its position, 
however, against the south wall, is much too westerly. 
The tower arch is intersected by a hideous excrescence in 
two gallery-tiers, enormities utterly needless were it not 
for those Puritanical nuisances, thepites,* here more than 
commonly numerous. The fronts, or, more correctly, 
that of the lowest, are enriched with delicate Dec. carved 
panels, sadly degraded in the application. The roof, 
composed of ridge-piece, braces forming an obtuse arch, 
purlins, cornice, &c. approaches in character that over 
the chancel, and like it has a floriated cross. In Blome- 
field's time there was a covering of lead on the nave and 
north aisle. No brasses remain anywhere, though the 
matrices of several may be seen : the ladye-chapel had an 

(QxaU p. a'i'ai ; go^a, Iteton, am. et iB^xq&vtU nxoxi% rf. 
the aisle 

$ras for t|r sottU of go^n BronH, anH Slgnrs f^i» \niU, i^e UteD 
ganu. 26, 1542. 

^ortfi ^fele, 36 ft. bg 10. Before a blocked north 
door, the neat octagonal font with panelled sides stands 
on the pavement, being without steps of any kind ; it 
has a high, but wretchedly debased cover. A few 
ancient poppy-heads are seen here, but the avenue is 
partially lumbered with pues. A singular wooden 
structure, resembling a London watchbox in time of the 

* " I am not going to sit cheek by jowl on a bench with ignorant beasts of 
ploughmen, and such like scum ; but I shall do as our people are doing, and 
have done, elsewhere ; I shall build me a pew of wainscoat." Mi^fbrd Malvoiain. 
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byegone " Charleys," rises over them ; we suppose it 
contains the priest's vestments. The windows are Per. 
three-lights ; a portion only of the roof ancient. 

^OiDEt« This feature is octagonal in the belfry 
portion, perforated by Per. two lights, above a round 
base. The window-jambs and mouldings are wrought 
in brick, a practice of greater antiquity than is commonly 
supposed, especially where stone is scarce, as in our 
county. An instance of it, the ruinated church of 
Melton Magna (^U J&ainta) affords good study to the 
architect having recourse to this material :* he will find 
cap. and base-mouldings cut in brick, and traces of 
ancient plaster upon them. The bells were three, but 
one only remains ; its legend, " Anno Domini, 1620," 
with a monogram of either the founder or donor. 

Between the east windows of chancel and chantry, we 
find an elegant niche, with richly groined and embattled 
canopy ; it is now empty. — On the whole, although 
devoid of very striking points, Catton 55. i^rgaret well 
deserves a visit, were it only for the evidence, shewn 
throughout, of the incumbent's anxious desire to adorn 
God's house. With many afiluent residents, their own 
houses replete with all manner of costly garniture, what 
stn and shame that his efforts should be so ill-seconded ! 



* The porch, and perhaps piers, at Horsford ^H ^atlttJi, partake of this 
character. \ 



I 
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FOR AN ECCLESIOLOGY, &c. 



'< Vos, quibos est sacri oastodia credita tempU." Buchanan, 



OULTON— Sb^ Sb. ^Peter dxiti ^uU 

(SfrounD yian. Chancel, nave, transept-chapels, tower in south- 
west, south porch. Orientation, 4^ north of east. 
Jpont Early English, plastered ; basin and bottle in caTitj. 

This Church, which looks down, on its north side, 
on a finely wooded dell with some romantic acclivities, 
has been sulgected to one of those instances of 
sacrilegious parsimony which disgraced the last genera- 
ration ; its original form, that of a Ghreek cross, having 
been altered by demolition of the transeptal chapels,* 
under a faculty granted in 1802. At the same time, as 
we learn, the roofs were stripped of their lead, sold more 
solito to defray the charges of a patch- work repair. 

The chancel-gable has a Per. three-light ; the lateral 
walls two-lights with central transoms and splayed jambs. 
The priest's door, on the epistle side, opens under a 
septfoil Tudor arch with rectangular dripstone, and roses 
in the spandrils. A blocked piscina occurs by the sedile. 

* The north ohapel was dedicated to JS« ^^XtUH* 
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A singular groove appears on the soffit of the chancel- 
arch ; beneath, relics of the rood-screen yet survive, its 
doors taken away within memory of the aged parish clerk. 
Indications of a rood-stairs may be traced on the north 
side. The nave windows eastward are, on each hand, an 
ogee two-light with Per. tracery as before : the transept- 
arches have been glazed from above the spring — a 
form of window one sees in stables. A mutilated Per. 
two-light of good character occurs north of the tower, a 
plain rectangular structure with one bell. The north door 
lies blocked ; an ancient, coped ? grave-stone forms the 
sill of that opposite. The porch-arch springs from 
corbels on plain jambs. 

An iron palisade fences in a vault attached to the 
chancel on its north side, where flowers and shrubs 
contrast — we will not say invidiously — with the naked 
rows beyond. 

** Oh ! the green mounds, that have no head-stones o'er them, 

To tell who lies heneath, in slumber cold ; 
Oh ! the green mounds, that saw no mutes deplore theu, 

The pauper graves, for whom no church bells toU'd."* 

A slab over dame Alice, relict of Sir Owen Smith, knt. 
of Irmin gland, lies overgrown with weeds, where once 
stood the north transept. One or two mural tablets in 
the nave bespeak more of petty-sessional matters, and less 
of the Great Assize, than is perhaps consistent with a 
devout taste. It will be sufficient notice of the furniture 
to add that the church was re-pued in l754.t 

* Hon. Mrs. Norton's " Child of the Islands." 

t " I shall be seventy-three come next S. Swithun ; and my grandfather told me, 
vihen a boy, that the place, called in this paper the rood-stairs, was for the 
' train-bancU»* to keep their ammunition in : as for the Greek cross, every one 
knows our church was built by the Romans. Solomon Southgate^ parish-clerk, 
his note. 
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COEPUSTY— ^. ^eter. 

0trOttnD y Imt. Chancel, nare, north chapel, west tower, south porch. 
Orientation, 1° north of east. 
font Decorated, daubed with lime— in canity, glass bottle, yellow 
basin and rags. 

A large Per. east window is now reduced to three 
debased lattices. The decalogue, an old line engraving, 
inferior to that at Twyford 1^. Nit|)ola»> has the affix 
of "Carrington Bowles, 69, Paul's Churchyard, London." 
The black letter degrees-of-marriage tablet has for head- 
piece a Gothic interior, the rite of matrimony performing 
in " the body of the church,"* and not, as now more 
general, at the altar-rails. The piscina has a sexfoil 
orifice, the sedile the peculiarity noticed at Taverham 
|^.<!^munb. Portions of the ancient stalls yet remain. 

The Per. rood-screenf is much impaired ; a blocked 
archway outside it on the gospel hand, once opened into 
the chapel of 1^. igftarg Firgtn. The staircase opened 
opposite, under a label, traces of a rood-turret being 
faintly discerned externally. The lateral windows are all 
simple pointed two-lights with tracery of flamboyant 
character imder central quatrefoils, in some mutilated 
and blocked. A large fenestella, for the water-stoup, 
occurs on your right, within the south door. Pues are 
bad enough in themselves, and worse if having ought 
written on the doors — unless indeed the tendency be to a 
godly edifying. 

* The rubric ei^oins that the parties be first married in the body of the church, 
and then repair to the Lord's table. 

+ We do not participate in Bishop Mant's ** concern" at churchmen using this 
term ; the relics of antiquity cannot be better designated than by their ancient 
names. 
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The tower* bears signs of dilapidation ; the porch is in 
very good state, with lightsome and elegant windows. 
A coffin stone lies across the outer doorway. A silver 
chalice was stolen from out the church-chest not many 
years since. 

SAXTHORPE— Sb. anlrrtto. 

(SfrottnUyiAlt* Chancel, saoristj, nave, two aisles, west tower, south 
porch. Orientation, 14° south of east. 

JPont. Stem enriched with sunken panels and tracery over quatre- 
foils, bowl plain, cavity dirti/f position east of south-west pier. The 
cover good, though not very ancient. 

Commttnton JTahU— Worth five groats. 

The chancel of this interesting church bespeaks little 
care on part of the collegiate impropriators. The east 
window, three trefoiled ogees, is wholly blocked in the 
tracery ; southern two-lights of the same character, and 
better glazed, appear on each side of a very small priest's 
door. The piscina has a septfoil arch. The feature 
treated on at Spixworth 1^. yeter» recurs in the south- 
west, the wall being singularly scooped over a mask 
corbel to widen the range from without. The chancel 
arch is much impaired in its northern jamb, where the 
superior aperture of the rood- stairs may yet be seen. 
The roof, with part of a Dec. cross over the gable, has 
been lowered from an exceedingly high pitch. In the 
sacristy we observed a fenestella, with thin shelf across 
it, a hagioscope, now blocked, opening on the high altar. 

* The steeple hath one bell hanging in it, and two more stand in the oborch, 
one of which is thus circumscribed — 

Sn vxu\ti» ftimto ; rrsonat Csmpftna Jfohannto. 

Bhm^lSM ^'Biitory<if Norfolk:- 
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The rood-screen is a delicate, but on the whole, rather 
inferior specimen of the Per. style ; richly foliated ogee 
arches in the upper portion have gilded crockets, &c. 
The nave-piers are octagonal with Dec. capitals; the 
wall-piece corbels, and a bracket by the south-east res- 
pond, are nearly defaced by lime-wash. The clerestory 
presents ogee two-lights under central quatrefoils and 
pierced spandrels. Remains of fine old benches* are 
seen here : a row eastward, extending through the 
aisles, has the backboards perforated by elaborate carv- 
ings of various device ; the standards are double, with 
sculptured elbows, the poppy heads remarkably good 
throughout.! The western seats have two very anomdous 
" uprights*' by the piers — were they once united as a 
pillar for the alms-chest ? the aisle windows are Per. and 
set in square-headed compartments. 

The tower, much dilapidated, is remarkable for its low 
stair turret, gained through a small door, opening into 
the south aisle, by an ancient church-chest. The porch 
windows resemble those lately noticed ; its outer door- 
way Per. with roses and square flowers on the capitals, 
the inner doorway not central. In the grave-yard we saw a 
costly urn on Egyptian pediment, &c. all in more than 
questionable taste. This church — which has a sancte-bell 
cot over the nave gable — and that of Corpus ty, form 
prominent and agreeable features in the basin of the 
Bure, at this part of its course. 

* "iFixed benches appear to have been seldom used before the Reformation, 
though stools were in use. The 'pues' which are spoken of after that epoch, 
seem to have been what we now call ' open sittings/ i. e. benches with backs, 
but without doors." Paget. 

+ These seats were given by Peter Page, vicar, who deceased in 1536 ; " the 
initial letter of his name may yet be traced, with a crown denoting J^, ^ft^ 
as his tutelary saint, and the lower part crossed to bespeak his christian and 
simame.** Blom^lds " History of Norfolk " 
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BARNINGHAM PAEVA— «b. anttafo. 

€rtrottnd«yian* Ghanoel* tpith sacristy, naye, west tower, south 
porch. Orientation, 3° north of east. 
;fonU Plain Per. lined but drain stopped — very dirty, 
atbtragr ConlKtion. Low. 

All the windows in this church have their tracery 
blocked. Over the Lord's table, standing upon a trans- 
verse slab with small brass, we found a pointed Per. 
three-light ; both the south windows are square-headed, 
that westward lower than the other, and with lychnos- 
copic splay. The priest's door lies southward; the 
piscina blocked up to the spring of an elegant trefoiled 
arch. The more ancient roof has been supplanted by 
one erected in 1828 by one master Will. Fish — and sadly 
out of his element he found himself in doing it. 

The pulpit and desks stand on the epistle side, and 
opposite three pues, one of them noticeable for having, 
over its south-west angle, a wooden figuref of Death 
with hour-glass in hand, and standing like an Esquimaux 
with canoe strapped to his back : below we read — 

** For couples join'd in wedlock : and my friend 
That stranger is : this seate I did intend. 
But at the coste and charge of Stephen Crosbee. 
All yoy that doe this place pass by, 
As yov are nowe even soe was I ; 
Remember death for yoy must dye, 
And as I am soe shall yov be. 
16 Anno Domini 40" 

• Strictures on arrangements like those made for the parish sohool, and its 
oondactor, will be found at p. p. 2 and 70. 

■f We heard of attempts to steal this figure, certainly not worth the sacrilege ; 
but the pue is interesting as a xpmne of the Pari)^ leaven then at vrork. 
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The open seats — wliich have had convenient, and in all 
save the material, appropriate backs lately affixed to 
them — are shortened chamferwise westward. The rood- 
screen has wholly disappeared, but the superior aperture 
of its staircase remains, on the gospel hand, by a muti- 
lated Per. two-light, as we infer from that fronting it in 
the south wall. Three trefoiled ogees unite in a square- 
headed window (all are so) west of this last. 

The royal arms, with Semper eadem for its legend, 
appears over a Per. tower archway : a Dec. label over 
the south-door has a good corbel head westward. This 
church, which stands on a precipitous road-side bank, 
commands well- wooded prospect at the tower end; 
where the beck beneath is watered by a little affluent of 
the Bure. 



BACONSTHORPE-^. ittarfi Firgtn. 



^rottnll'plan* Chancel with sacristy and two chantries, na^e, two 
aisles, west tower, north porch. Orientation, 1° north of east. 

^ont. Nondescript, date 1779, form oval, material marble, once had 
a " ciborium" standing on four shafts, as seen by as many sockets. 

ConHitCon. Very good. 

The Grecianized reredos,* which blocks greater part 
of a debased window under Dec. gable-cross, has been 
censured in our remarks at Ringland. A double early 
English (transition) piscina has very elegant quatrefoils. 
In the south-west we found a wooden two-light, and in 

* See a print, representing the modernized chancel in the church of 
^. dtt|)tirrt, at Wells, in Markland*s " Remarks on English Churches. 
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the clerestory four Tudor windows in range continued 
over the nave. On the gospel side occurs an elaborate 
Per. structure, in form of an altar-tomb, With crocketted 
ogee arch bearing a finial between buttresses, the whole 
under a horizontal brattishing. A mean folding-door 
closes an archway* otherwise communicating with the 
chapel. The chantries open on the chancel under nar- 
row arches rising from corbels with shields below them : 
the south-eastern exhibits a cock, the legend '' Laude 
Deumr A good brass, a female figure, is found here, and 
beyond it a costly mural monument with two kneeling 
effigies. The northern chantry has an ancient doorway 
into the chapel just noticed. 

No vestiges of the rood-scieen or parcloses can now be 
traced ; in lieu of the former, we have " two tubs," one 
on either hand, " for the gentleman who preaches, and 
the man who reads,"! respectively ; the pulpit — as it 
should not be — on the epistle side. The chancel arch 
above them has been sadly marred by underdrawing the 
roof within it. The nave-pieces are octagonal, with bold 
Dec. caps ; those to the south having a slight thrust 
outwards. The wall-pieces of the open roof, in six bays, 
are cylindrical shafts with Per. caps., the corbels not 
original : a deep cornice has its frieze perforated round 
central roses. The south able roof is ancient, the 
other not so; the whole is leaded; the aisle windows 
square-headed, late Per. Some village joiner has done 
all he could to degrade the character of either 
doorway. 

* As the aperture wui probably hagiosoopic, hangings of arras were the ut- 
most we could have tolerated. 

+ *' The Ecdesiologist"— September, 1845. 
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The tower outline is broken by "franch" buttresses 
flanking a large early Per. three-light over west door, 
with mouldingt of that style. The upper windows have 
jamb-shafts, &c. of a Norman character ! One beU only 
remains. The outer door- way of the porch, a coat of 
arms sculptured over it, exhibits very singular dripstone- 
corbels — figures with the arms unnaturally extended — a 
feature occuring also within the church, on the south- 
west respond. 

Baconsthorpe 5. |»arp'iB, partly destroyed by fall of its 
steeple in 1739, was repaired, in the year indicated on 
the font, chiefly at the expense of the then incumbent ; 
and although we cannot but revolt at the instances of 
bad taste— the 'imprimatur* of the times — shewn in 
effecting this repair, far be it from us to withhold the 
name of one who so liberally promoted it — WiUiam 
Hewitt. 



WEST BECKHAM— M ^atets. 



(Sfrottnll 9^^* Chancel, nave, south porch. Orientation, due east, 
^ont. Perpendicular— cavity clean. 

(Itommtmion ^alilr. *' Uncomely and fulsome'* in the highest 
degree. 

Here occurs the anomaly of a chancel-arch diverging 
far to the south ; so much so that, were it not for the 
ancient wall-piece corbels yet visible, we should have 
inferred the former existence of a north aisle. The 
ridge of the chancel roof, we scarcely need add, is not in 
line with that of the nave. The only windows of 
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interest are two lateral ones, cinquefoil lanciform two- 
lights. The Lord's table* has, on the gospel side, a 
mutilated angular pedestal ; on the south, a plain gable 
niche. Relics of very chaste carve-work survive the 
demolished stalls ; the panels, ogee trefoils ; the tracery, 
heart-shaped, formed by quatrefoils and flowing figures 
under a sort of cable-moidding — a small diversity occurs 
eastward, but both ofler elegant models for the church- 
restorer. 

The rood-screen was Per. ; over it we found the 
royal arms with " Exurgat Deus," &c. and a decalogue- 
print, differing from either of those before mentioned. 
The south doorway has a Dec. label with notch-heads ; 
the porch, (a wooden bell-cot placed over it,) very good 
Per. jamb-shafts, caps, &c. The west gable was re-built 
after the fall of the steeplef here in 1783. 

The general condition of this church reflects small 
credit on its ecclesiastical appropriators and patrons :| 
we 'would respectfully point out an enormity modems 
only could perpetrate — the attached stable on the 
north side. 

* Beckham ^U J|^a(nt0 I> & peculiar, and its chmch'-pecuUarly desecrated. 

f " The tower is round at the bottom, above octangular, and has one bell." 

Blomefield, 

t ** dira Cel^no, 
Harpyisque colont alis."— Fif^i/. 
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# # # # # 



<!fifrottnll yUn. Chancel, nave, two aisles, west tower, south porch. 
Orientation^ S° north of east 

;fonU Bowl panelled, with quatrefoils, in circles and square flowers, 
charged alternately with blank shields and roses ; beneath, a head at 
each angle; stem beaded; rim mutilated in forcing out south staple, 
northern one remains. Style, Per. leaded cavity dirty, and piece of old 
iron in it, drain stopped. Positiony west of north-west pier. 

l/Orll'0 ^Mt» Bicketty and squalid. 

£ti)tlta anH ytotina. Very elegant; the former having eastern seat 
higher than two others ; arches cinquefoil ogees, western with spandrel- 
roses, central delicate Per. tracery, eastern two shields— on one a cross 
ingrailed, the other a fess between three roses. The latter under ogee 
arch with Dec. caps, drain square quatrefoil — ^the whole inclosed within 
Per. fascia with corbel-heads. 

The east chancel window, under Dec. cross, is a very 
mutilated three-light, the lateral ones, two on the south 
having the priest's door between them, like those at 
Corpusty. On the gospel hand an inarched altar-tomb 
bears the kneeling eflBgies of William Dix, merchant, 
and Dionise his wife ; a gable-bracket occurs on the 
other side. The Per. rood-screen, below an impaired 
chancel-arch, had on either side paintings of six apostles 
bearing scrolls ; many are effaced, but that of JS. SlnlirrtD 
with his cross remains in fair preservation : a spurious date 
1592 appears over the holy doors.* The rood-loft was 
gained by spiral stairs, yet opening into the nave under 
a four-centered arch within the north-east ' respond.' 

The nave-piers are octagons with Dec. caps, the arches 
poor. The clerestory has square-headed two-lights 
alternating with trifoltated quatrefoils ; below these good 

* ** The doors represent death, as the entrance iW>m the nave, the church 
militant, to the chancel, the church triumphant,— it is perhaps in accordance 
with this idea that they always open inwards." 

" Practical Hints for the Study," ^c. 
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corbels no longer connected with the (modem) roof. 
The pulpit and desks, by the south-east pier, are the 
most bizarre imaginable, seemingly distorted into a 
slanting direction eastward; a legion of such things 
would fail to present another like them. In the north 
aisle, we observed a pewter flagon standing on the sill of 
a blocked eastern three-light, on the pavement below a 
huge iron-clamped chest in impaired state, and by it 
what we took for an alms-chest pillar. The respond 
here has a square cinquefoil piscina projecting from it 
northward ; that westerly a door into the tower-staircase, 
A standard has its elbow sculptured with the figure of a 
minstrel playing, and near it the monogram of the name 
of Jesus. 

The lateral wall of the south aisle eastward is pierced 
by a cinquefoil ogee two-light, its tracery intersected by 
a 5S. atttHrtto'js cross ; the others late Per. ; near the first 
we found a piscina, and opposite a plain niche ; on a 
bench-end, 

^&U pro animatitts gon* Baton, Ssalitl Baton, HattfCr Ssatitl. 
The south door has elegant remnants of antique iron- 
work. The round tower — its internal arch has on the 
south side a mural tablet veith antique lance by it — is 
embattled, the belfiy being pierced by ogee two-lights. 
The Per. porch has a good outer doorway under 
square compt ; the lateral windows resemble those at 
Saxthorpe, and like them have lost the central mullions. 
The general condition of the building confers no credit 
on any one party connected with it !* 

* A brief account of Wolterton J^. ffUX^AVtU no^ desecrated, will be 
and in Blomefield»8 " History of Norfolk," voL vi. It originally comprised 
ancel, with north vestry, m - • . , ^ . ^i. . , 

belflpy— the sole relic now left. 



<AianceU with north vestry, nave, south usle, and round tower with octagonal 
* '" "" ' " iw left 
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(Sxounti'Vlwtu Chancel, nave, south aisle, west tower, south porch. 
Orientation, 80 north of east. 
;font» Plain octagon ; cavity quite clean, but with a white basin in it. 

Anything that tends to secularize a church cannot 
but impair the " singleness of heart" in which it ought 
to be visited. And therefore, while yielding all due 
praise to the godly foundress, we cannot refrain our 
protest against the attached Sunday-school room. A 
little single-storied Elizabethan structure at the entrance 
to the grave-yard, with shelter for two or more horses at 
one gable, and by the other the " simply solemn" lych- 
gate — these were fair exchange indeed for the chimney 
shaft and pots emulating that hoary tower ! 

The thing has proved a very horse-leach to the chancel, 
the only features worthy of notice there being a church- 
chest, as large and in much better preservation than that 
just quitted, and a line-engraving of the royal arms, tern. 
Geo. III. published by " Bowles and Carver, 69, Paul's 
Churchyard," an affix read by us standing on the legless 
relics of an ancient bier. The Per. rood screen — its 
closed portion only remains — resembles that at Corpusty. 
The pulpit bears date 1624 ; near it westward is an ogee 
cinquefoil two-light, beyond that a square-headed win- 
dow of the same, trifoliated. The (two) nave-piers are 
octagonal with Per. caps. The area near them has 
rather debased open seats ; we esteem the neat oaken 
door, with its brass bar, foisted between the south 
standards of the front one, no higher than the grey 
intruder opposite. 
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The aisle-gables had ogee three-lights under Tudor 
tracery and arches; the whole, save only two lower 
compts. of that eastward, are blocked. The lateral wall 
contains a window akin to that in the (now) vestry at 
Reepham JS, ittavs : west of this we found a pointed, 
trefoil ogee two-light, having on one side a " protestant" 
stove, on the other the " unreformed" water-stoup. 
In the avenue lies a fine brass, with male and female 
figures in excellent preservation.* This aisle, — a good 
" franch" buttress at its south-west angle — as well as 
the nave, is leaded; the chancel, and its northern ex- 
crescence, have continuous covering of slate. The roimd 
tower, which battens suddenly at half-elevation, is em- 
battled over binary Early English lancets pierced in the 
head ; the porch very good Per. 



ALBY-Sb. <Bt6rtbett. 



^rOttnH y Un. Chancel, nave, west lower, south porch. Orientation^ 
5o south of east. 

^ont Per. with hlank shields and inarched stem ; lead gone, cavity 
rather dirty, white basin in it. 

ytottna. Orifice wanting, but fenestella has two shelves, f 

The chancel-gable has a cinquefoil three-light ; the 
north lateral wall a two-light similarly cusped — both new 

• We cannot gather from Bloroefield's expressions whether John Puddock, who 
deceased in 1442, built this church, or only JS. gol)n BapttSt chapel in which 
he lies buried. 

+ " In the unrefoimed rite," says Archdeacon Thorp, speaking of the Prothesis, 
or credence table, " nothing more was needed than a small shelf to hold two 
cmets ; which shelf (called the credence shelf) is found in eight out of ten of the 
countless piscina which remain in our old churches.*^ — A Statement of 

Particulars. &c. 
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and designed from a lancifonn window by tke piscina. 
The south-west window, and chancel arch, are late Per. 
as also the rood-screen, with its crocketted panels and freize 
of Tudor flowers, but only the lower portion remains. The 
upper doorway into the rood-loft is still open, on the gospel 
side. 

The nave windows southward are lancifonn as before ; 
in the north lateral wall a square-headed ogee two-light, 
and west of it a pointed window of two cinquefoil ogees 
under central quatrefoil. The clerestory is uniformly 
pierced with Tudor lights. A fine tower arch, and Per. 
west window are unhappily blocked, and intersected by 
a needless gaUery ; the fonner has elegant jamb-shafts 
with Per. caps, and stilted bases. The open benches, 
without backs, have good poppy-heads'; but the pulpit 
is very badly placed, and the pens even below 
an average meanness. The nave-roof has thatch on it, 
that over the chancel, of high pitch, a more seemly 
covering of ancient tiles.* The south doorway opens 
under a Dec. label with unusually large corbel-heads. 

The rectangular tower and porch, the latter retaining 
its antique roof in two bays, are good Per. ; the belfry- 
windows " gutted," the central Hghts square quatrefoils, 
the steeple outline relieved by "franch" buttresses 
westward, and an irregular projection embracing newel 
staircase in the north-east. Portions of this edifice, we 
think, indicate its being re-modelled from a more ancient 
pile. We could desire—and the rector's good example might 
assuredly prompt to it — to see the pavement, whence seve- 
ral brasses have disappeared, in much better condition. 

* " An admirable material for TOotbie."—Ecclesiologist. 
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Erpingham 5S. Ittatp will find notice under the head 
of " Church Restoration." 



CALTHORPE— a. ittatg-* 



(Sfrounll y Ian. Chancel, nave, west tower, south porch. Orienta- 
tion, due east. 

;fonU See Van Voorst's Series, article 5S. 3[oi)n l^rpttlc^re, Norwich ; 
cavity not very dirty. 

If religion here wears an aspect at sail corresponding 
with this interior, then is it tame and cold indeed ! The 
usual spoliation of lead covering, has been followed by 
more than usual ' imderdrawing' and plaster : the earlier 
nave-roof, judging from its elegantly sculptured corbels, 
was a fine one of seven bays. 

The mullions of an altar three-light have good ogee 
mouldings : the priest's door lies southward, beyond it a 
single lancet, opposite a couplet of like form — both very 
widely splayed. The Per. rood-screen, in its lower 
portion only, appears under an Early English arch, the 
former retaining the ancient stalls, by no means good 
ones, 'returned* upon it, the other with two singular 
brackets over it. The nave has a fenestella under Tudor 
arch near the south-east angle ; the pulpit and desk, on 
the gospel side, are poor Jacobean. The lateral walls 

* Sir Bartholomew de Calthorpe, by will dated in 1372, bequeaths a legacy 
to the high altar of J^, i^ftaVS of Calthorpe. 

Parkin's ** History of Norfolk:' 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 AN ECCLESIOLOGT, &C. 

are pierced by ogee three-lights* with good Per. tracery 
and external labels : two smaller windows over the 
doors have been wholly efiaced. The ancient benches 
are low and plain, the pues as rotten as the system that 
tolerates them. 

The tower arch, a narrow one, but moulded and deeply 
recessed, springs from its jambs without impost of any 
sort : within we found in the west wall a curious cinque- 
foil niche, in the south a lancet ; the other features are 
unworthy of notice. The brasses have all disappeared, 
one had 

^x&tt p. aia. ^i)o. jDraftr, qui ott. 15 Epril, 1501. 

Calthorpe 5S. Ittavs's stands on a high, and partially 
wooded, road-side bank. 



INGWORTH— ^. Uatorence. 



(Srottni) ^l&n. Chancel, nave, west tower, south porch.f Orienta- 
tion, 5° north of east. 

;font Per. elaborate, engraved in tbe Archseologia from a drawing 
by Mr. Bepton, rim mutilated , cavity foul ! 

The altar- window, lately restored, is a lanciform three- 
light, pierced in the head : in the north wall are two 
lancets, and another in the south-east with a Tudor 
two-light beyond the priest's door — blocked by a mural 

* The painted glass no longer remains ; but a notice of it will be found in the 
"History," Vol. VI. injlne, 

+ A representation of this church, as it appeared in 1709, may be found in the 
" Gentleman's Magazine" for that year. 
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tablet under cinquefoil equilateral arch bicusped and 
floriated. Of course we protest against losing the door, 
and anywhere the general dilapidation renders its good 
taste more than questionable. The altar-rails and Lord's 
table are good oaken, the latter being somewhat 
objectionable on score of secularity. The ridge of Per. 
chancel-roof diverges in a northerly direction. 

There are indications externally that the rood-screen, 
rather poor Per., had a staircase on the gospel side. An 
antique stand for hour-glass remains, its position south- 
ward by the holy doors, over which are the royal arms 
in finished wood carving. The nave has two Per. 
cinquefoil ogee three-lights, and opposite in the north 
wall a square-headed two-light of the same period. The 
pulpit, set before an inarched recess in the nave gable, 
the desk, fronting westward^ and the seats, are all 
of the lowest character. Above we noted the wreck of 
a good Per. roof, which is thatched. 

A doorway in the south west affords access to the 
parvise — ^its square-headed two-light blockedr— by an 
angular stair-turret, a pleasing feature ; it once comnru- 
nicated also with the belfry by an ancient brick covered 
way, carried over an external arch. A small elip of the 
round tower having occurred, 1822, the usual parish 
mal-practices ensued ; a good-sized bell, ^ left standing^ 
was taken down and sold, the tower reduced to half its 
height, and a wooden ' campanile' placed over the west 
gable ! A Norman tower-arch springs from imposts 
simply chamfered on the lower edge : the inner porch 

* There were two in Blomefield's time, one with It^^end — 

''0SO0nbu0tuu» 0um." 
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doorway has on either hand, two Per. jamb-shafts. The 
site is rather pleasing ; for the rest, our remarks on the 
state of Wickmere church are to the letter, toHdem ver- 
bis, applicable here also.* 



COLBY— ^. mits. 

^rounH yUn. Chancel, nave, north aisle, west tower, south porch. 
Orientation, 8^ north of east. 

^ont.f Per. elaborate sculpture — a holy family and evangelistic em- 
blems ; cavity clean. 

9 fetina ^ l&rt ilte. Dec. very elegant ; the former— orifice »polyfoil— 
and first sedile under trefoil ogees, with clustered shafts, having Dec. 
caps, and bases ; labels and finials : western sedile, at lower level, sill of 
window. 

In 1749 a jPacu//y— credat Judseus! — was granted to 
demolish the north aisle, and sell the lead off it, together 
with the two larger bells, for repairs. What might be 
looked for ensued — a north fa9ade the most debased of 
any throughout the deanery. So much for Colby S. ^iU« 
as left by the rapine of the eighteenth century. 

The last incumbent set himself to meet this, in a 
spirit beyond all praise, but with tastes — we write in 
sorrow — vitiated by the mal-practices rampant about him. 

** Beauties and faults so thick lie scattered here, 
These we could praise, if those were not so near." 

* In 1510, Richard Mey gave a meadow in Bliokling parish, on condition 
" that the chirche reevys (here) shall find the shaftaU, to them that come in 
procession on Monday in rogacion-week." Parkin's " History" ^. 

f Partially hidden by the base, lies a brass, with Latin scrolls, 

** 5 imoto tliat mj Hmemrt lihetli," ^c. 
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We could bring ourselves to tolerate the semi-pagan 
reredos, could blink at a wooden Per. window, hold the 
really handsome stove not so much misplaced, smile at 
the ambitious choir-like stalls westward ; but to prop a 
gallery on the font ! that is unbearable. 

The altar three-light, and another in the south-west, 
are late Per., the former with elegant stained glass. The 
rood-screen — a stair-turret on the epistle side ? has its 
effect spoiled by blocking the arch above : on the desk 
we found an ancient hour-glass stand, displaced from 
the pulpit. The nave windows, lately re-glazed, partake 
in character with those at Calthorpe St* ^fUtp'a. The 
south door — behind it a parvise staircase — ^has good Dec. 
label ; the roof is leaded, that of the chancel, with north 
priest's door, tiled. The round tower has Tudor inser- 
tions, two-lights, in its upper portion. 

The Per. porch is richly panelled, the outer doorway 
with its arch and jamb shafts under a square compart- 
ment, and having S. George and dragon, and angel with 
sword, as spandrel sculptures. In the parvise, cinquefoil 
ogees flank an elaborate niche, groined and embattled 
within side-shafts, pinnacles, &c. Again we record our 
tribute to the well-meant energies exerted on this 
edifice.* 

Banningham S6. )8otoI|if) will be found under the head 
of " Church Restoration.'* 



* Sufferings like those of Dr. Thomas Reere, ejected from this benefice 
5. 13, 1643, and his family — given bj " .— -.-,.- 

ly depicted in " Milford Malvoism.* 



Aug. 13, 1613, and his family—given by Walker, part II. foL 345— are graphi. 
cally «*-.^ , - , . , .. 
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iSfrounlr $lan . Chtncel, nave, west tower, south porch. Orienta- 
tion, 15o north of east. 

^ont. Per. massive, bowl charged with blank shields within square 
flowers, stem richly panelled, cavity — a quasi lime-pail ! 

iHegtottr mook. Elegantly written in Latin, has entries so early as 
tem. Hen. VIU. 

;f OCttUs for spoliation, granted in 1749. 

What lapses of time, with its eyer-changing scenes, 
will this little fabric, uninteresting enough to a careless 
observer, bring to mind for a contemplative one. The 
round tower with its broach-spire, shall have, for him, a 
tale of " OUT invaders the Danes ;"* the minstrel with his 
guitar — as seen on a bench-end here — bespeak of 
Norman troubadours. The chancel two-lights, with 
their Dec. flowing tracery and fine mouldings, will be 
redolent of our third Edward and his prowess ; the Per. 
nave windows of the second Richard and his fate. The 
massive choir-stalls, sadly impaired though these be, and 
the rood staircase, its lower door yet opening into the 
nave on the gospel-side, tell of the imreformed church 
in its palmy days ; the vanished parvise of men who 
could withdraw to such seclusion to dread, and it may 
be, deprecate, those days decline. Other voices 
succeed : the font has its rival roses, the altar-window its 
Tudor-arch— the state of both a record of godless rapa- 
city! The pulpit, and desk with its west frontage, 
savour of pedantic James and the first '' heavings" of 
Puritanism ; their date, 1635, breathe martyr Charles 

* The authority of Giraldus Cambrensis is wholly against this popular notioii. 
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and ship-money. An hour-glass st^nd recalls the iron 
rule of the Commonwealth; the royal blazonry — C. R. 
1662 — the smful frivolities of the Restoration. A huge 
parlour is William III. and the presbyterian influence ; 
the female with poultry-basket and fox stealing from it, 
the Whigs and Sacheverel; the man prostrate under 
griffon, George I. and the South-Sea scheme ; the general 
squalor the idolatry of self stiU dominant among us. 
But to have done with imaginings 

" Fitfully flitting to and fro." 
The piscina, with a western aperture, has its simple- 
pointed arch cinquefoiled over a square-flower orifice: 
the plain sedile is a window-sill, the reredos excessively 
vulgar. The chancel-arch, Dec. within continuous 
mouldings, has a grotesque bracket near it southward, 
and on the gospel side the rood-stairs, its lower door yet 
remaining. The windows in the parvise, its floor gone, are 
lanciform two-lights ; the bench-ends like those at 
Wickmere ; the south door, with fragments of antique 
iron work, under good Per. label. The debased font 
cover bears date 1638 : a benatura lies blocked under 
displaced corbel-head — We could particularly desire the 
removal of a desuete coalshed, and that the episcopal im- 
propriator knew the wretched plight of the chancel. 
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0TOttnll IpUn, Chancel, north chapel, nave, west tower, north 
porch. Orientaii4m, 10° north of east. 

^ont Per. panels beaded and charged with seven Romish sacra- 
ments ; caps., angels clasping books ; stem, robed figures on pedestals 
alternating with Tudor roses and shields parted per pale ; at angles of 
base, birds with expanded wings: plinth has upper step in form' of 
Maltese cross, and a priestfs ledge westward — cavity dirty. , 

l/Orll'S ^M$, on pier — sadly impaired. 

The chancel, rich Early English, has its south wall uni- 
formly pierced by six lancets under a continuous hood- 
moulding, the inner cusps terminating in rams' heads 
and other figures, and springing from detached shafts* 
with *' stiff-leaved" caps, the bases being imposed on a 
string-course. Beneath this is a low arcade of nine, a 
central priest's door, and beyond a lychnoscope ? opening 
within two of them. On the gospel side we found two 
blocked lancets enriched as before, and an Early English 
archway once communicating with a chapel. The gable 
has a late Per. three-light, the north wall a Dec. window 
of two ogee compts. westward. 

Relics of a Per. rood-screen have been cut through, 
affording access to pulpit and desks, poor Jacobean work: 
the staircase — ^in angular projection as at Colby S&. 0CUj»— 
was on the epistle side, its superior aperture now blocked 
by a very good carving, the royal arms with " Matthew 
Burr, gent. 1726." The eastern lateral windows, of two 
compts. are in debased Tudor style ; a small square- 
headed trefoil two-light seems to have had connexion 
with the rood-loft : beyond the doors — the northern 

* The whole of these have dbappeared. Quit UxiiaJandOt 8tc, 
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tmder a Dec. label, and having a niche for benatura 
eastward — are lanciform couplets, the southern only cin- 
quefoiled. The roofs* have thatch-covering, that over 
the nave — dropped from a high pitch — ^with bold wall- 
pieces intersected by a plain cornice. 

The Per. tower, with south east stair turret, has 
elegant belfry two-lights, and Catherine wheels in the 
second stage ; the west window is of three ogee lights 
under vertical head, and flanked by two niches. — Not- 
withstanding its full average of desecration, and more 
than average squalor, the ecclesiologist will find Burgh 
§^, Dftats Virgin a highly interesting church.f 

BEAMPTON— ^. pter- 

^rotttU) yUn. Chancel, south chapel, naye, west tower, souih 
porch. Orientation 20° north of east 

^ont. Bee. quaterfoils with blank shields, cavity clean. 

iSrasses. Mcccclxviii.— Robert Brampton and Isabell his wife, their 
effigies in shrouds with two labels ; — 

Firgo Seo Signs, pretantibus esto bnttgna. 
^fUtrr magntfica, mtseris mi&tvtxt iEartau 

Mcccclxxxiii. — Male and female effigies with four sons and twelve 
daughters below them, and 

Orate pro anima Emme Reymes, nuper uxoris Wtllielmi Reymes 
arm, ffc. 

M.v.xxxy (?) Of your chantie pray for the souls qf John Brampton 
Eaquier and Thomaseyne and Anne his wyves, Sfc — with three effigies 
and children at their feet, 

* Thomas Stratte, buried here io 1524, gave ten marks towards erecting 
ihem.—BlomeJield. 

•f The square tower has one perfect bell, and half another; on the former a 
legend— 

;fK ^fUrgareta nobto ^n mmtta %tUi, 

Idem, 
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The altar window, an early English three-light, had, 
in Blomefield's time, the kneeling effigies of Robert de 
Brampton, rector here in 1312 ; the lateral windows are 
single lancets. A large mural hollow appears in place of 
the sedilia, &c. ; west of it a water-stoup in east jamb of 
priest's door, and behind the hepued chancel-staHs a 
blocked Early English arch. It opened on the demolished* 
Hall chapel, last repaired by Guybon Goddard, serjeant 
at law, buried here in 1671 ; whose coffin plate had 
Cujm cmime propictetur Deus, a very late instance. 

The nave-gable was pierced by two like-sized Dec. 
arches, the northern or chancel, and one now blocked 
that communicated with the chapel just noticed. A 
rood staircase, on the gospel side has its superior doorway 
yet open — eastward; a portion of the screen appears in 
the south avenue foisted into a pue ! and close by two 
bench-ends suffer like indignity — a hieroglyphic on the 
arch- spandrel darkly hinting, we imagine, at the perpe- 
trators. The decalogue, a poor line engraving, and royal 
arms, tern. Geo. II. are suspended near this. The north lat- 
eral wall has a trefoiled simple-pointed two-light with Dec. 
tracery, a mutilated ' crucifixion' seen in the glazing ; 
opposite, another two-light with central lozenge and 
flowing figures above. A benatura occurs on the right 
as you enter by the south door. 

The steeple, round at its base, has an octagonal belfry- 
chamber of brick with Tudor two-lights without cusping, 
the porch a quaterfoil over the entrance; and lancet 
side-windows — The general condition offers agreeable 
contrast to that of the church last quitted. 

* " Coi dabit partes scelus ezpiandi 
Jupiter ?** Horace. 
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iSfrOttnll ^Un. Chancel, nave, west tower, sooth porch. Orienta- 
tion, 5^ north of east. 

^ont Bee. quatrefoils in circles, and grotesque faces at lower 
angles; stem inarched under trefoils; canity tolerably dean — small 
basin. 

The (tiled) chancel is late Per. ; the eastern ogee 
four-light with transom in head ; the lateral three-lights, 
on either hand two, a central compt. of the same, lower 
than the rest — ^rather inelegant."^ We found the piscina 
blocked under ogee-arch, beyond it a four-centered 
priest's door. On the pavement lies an effigies, in brass, 
wearing cope, alb, stole, &c. over legend — 

<9rate p, sia magri %t$p^n mttUon qui oibiit xbiCi Die 
gunii ^mto Dni Jttttttlxxbit tni» &it ppiriet Irs amtn. 

Blomefield says " he was buried in the chancel by the 
reading-desk*' — perhaps intending the lectern or a litany- 
desk. The Dec. chancel arch has the peculiarity noticed 
by us at Corpusty; the Per. rood-screen, its tracery gone; 
sculpture of rather poor design. 

The eastern nave- windows are early Per. three-lights, 
that on the gospel-side having the cross boutonie in an 
apex-quatrefoil, and in tracery a B. i»(c^«l arctiangel, 
or, with nimbus of the same. The central, also three- 
lights, are Dec. with foliated quatrefoils over multicusped 
ogees. The west windows, the northern " gutted," 
were pendants to the easternmost. A fenestella in 

• We could desire to see the Rector's zeal in re-glazing these windows emulated 
in the nave, where Mea»n, Churchwardefu will find ample scope for it 
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south-east opens within ancient wood-work, doubt- 
less coeval with the rood-screen; it formed either 
portion of a pardose* or fronts to chancel-stalls — ejected 
for two "packing-boxes." The pulpit, badly placed, 
and graduated choral-seats, backed by a detestable 
"hoarding," are in parity of bad taste. A western 
ogee two-light, within narrow Dec. tower arch, has S. 
Andrew's cross in its tracery; the (leaded) Per. roof 
relics of good bosses and corbels. 

The tower is in some features Early English, but its 
" franch" buttresses bespeak a later period. The belfry 
has Dec. two-lights under flowing tracery, and an irreg- 
ular stair- turret in south-east; one bell only remains. 
The Per. porch has a gable-niche, under trefoil ogee 
with blank shields in spandrels of rectangular label, and 
a moulded open roof of two bays, with an embattled 
cornice, t 

Skeyton glU SaCnta will appear under the head of 
" Church Restoration." 



SCOTTOW— ail faints- 

^rounl) ]plan« Chancel, side chapels, nave, two aisles, west tower, 
south porch. Orientation, due east. 

^ont. Early English, oct. on short round shafts with four quasi 
buttresses terminating in angel-faces ; cavity clean, but disused. Sub- 
structure classic, of date 1723. Position, west of north-west pier. 

IPisema. Elegant ogee tracery, under lanciform arch ; drain gone. 

B^natttta. A mutilated one, east of blocked north door externally. 

* Blomefield's notices both of this church and the next are singularly meagre, 
•t- Our cicerone attempted to dictate the amount of fee, ey^o— we gave her nothing. 
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The chancel, or rather its " sacrarium," is Dec. ; an 
eastern five-light of cinquefoil ogees having lanciform 
arches with inelegant head ; there is a three-light of the 
same, over the piscina, with flowing tracery — the muU- 
ions of both finely moulded. Anno 21, Henry VII. 
Dame Hawise, widow of John Stubbe, buried by her 
husband's tomb in this chancel, orders another for 
herself, and that a trental of masses should be said in 
their behalf. A huge debased monument appears on the 
gospel side within the '' septum,'' and in south-east a 
Gothic mural tablet,* its buttresses panelled under 
trefoil arches, crockets, finials, kc. over the inscription 
an angel bearing charged shield.f Near the altar may 
be read — 

** Hlc depoaitas requiescunt exuviae Henrici Brougham, M. A. &c. 

One of the chancel-aisles, if we may infer from her 
guild here, was a Ladye-chapel. The northern, its 
windows debased, has an embattled bracket by the east 
" respond ;" below it an aumbrye with the hinges 
wrenched out, and a small hagioscope now blocked. If 
a transverse cornice, with highly enriched fireize, be firag- 
ment of the ancient parclose, the rood-loft extended 
across nave and south aisle only. In the south chapel 
we found a brass — its legend much worn, perhaps this, 

Cu aie ppitiet Us flmm. 
The windows here are — as throughout the aisles — square- 

« ** Olten erected, at a verf great cost, under the mistaken idea that because its 
detailsare Gothic, it is therefore consistent with Gothic principles." 

Ecclesiologist, Vol. IV. 20. 

-f- Or^ per pale, dexter— cross-crosslet ermines, on canton in dexter chief a hand 
gules ; sinister— eagle displayedproper, vrith star on breast or. 
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headed Per. ogee three-lights, a small portion of one 
encroached upon by the priest's door under Dec. ogee 
with finial. An embattled heptagonal rood-turret, 
abreast the parclose externally, has both its doors 
blocked. 

The (leaded) Per. roof of nave and chancel is continuous, 
the place of arch being supplied by a tie-beam. The 
rood-screen, also Per., wcis embattled with Tudor flowers 
on freize, the open part having minute enrichments in 
place of tracery — the lower portion rather inferior. On 
the gospel hand we found a mean pulpit and desk, 
opposite them a Howdah,* of which we dare not trust 
ourselves to say much. Talk of images and pictures, 
idolatry, Mariolatry, and such like ; we ask what order 
of latriea is this ? The piers, of nave and chancel con- 
jointly, are on each side four — southward, octagons with 
Per. caps. ; the others four-clustered with central fillets 
and Dec. caps. The clerestory has trefoiled Tudor two- 
lights. The western arch is intersected by a deep 
gallery with time^piece by way of frontal : a large organ 
here, should this fine church be re-catholisie, restored on 
correct principles, will find place in the chancel-chapel, 
within a parclose behind misereries on the Cantoris side.f 

The north aisle — ^both are leaded — ^has westward a 
vestry-enclosure with appliances for use, comfort and 
ornament ; but we object on principle to any such inter- 
ference with the original arrangement. The south 

* " Nobody could see what they were about ; neither the parson, nor the derk, 
nor the churchwardens, nor the sexton, nor one ot the singers, nor any of the 
people up in the gallery ; in feet, only God Almighty." 

Thinks-I'to-Myself. Vol. II. 63. 

•f- See some Bemarks on the Position of Organs in " The Ecclesiologbf 
Vol. IV. 7. 
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aisle — both are infested with pues — is shortened to 
receive an engaged Per. porch, groined under a parvise 
chamber, the stairs to it threading a turret at the north- 
west angle. An ancient brick-chimney, at half- ways of 
the ascent, may have served the chaplain resorting 
hither from %, ^tnmtV» or Holm Abbey. The lofty 
Per. tower has four " franch" buttresses, and an irreg- 
ular stair-turret in the south-west ; the belfry, its 
windows "gutted," has five bells. — The general con- 
dition, if we except the usual lumber and filth in tower 
and parvise, (it should have formed the sacristy,) is 
very creditable. 

LAMMAS— «fc. anbtttD. 

0rottnl) $lan. Chancel, nave, square west tower, south porch. 

Jpont. Per. on deeply sunken panels, suspended blank shields alter- 
nating with roses; cap. angels and foliage, stem with central shafts having 
crocketted pinnacles and a finial ; cavity clean. 

a^ii^*n*4f^ i 0^ chancel, due east. 

A peculiar, but by no means unique feature here, is 
the northern inclination of the chancel* from the line of 
nave ; its modem result some more than commonly dis- 
torted pues. The windows, saving a late Per. two-light 
in the south-west, are Early English — low and widely 
splayed lancets. The table once had, on the gospel sidef 

"• It signifies the indinadon of our Saviour's head on the cross. Many churches 
have it, and generally, I think, to the south : it is so at York Minster. In Lich- 
field the choir goes on to the north.'* Hterologua, or the Church Tourists. 

■t- " Statio imaginia principalis ; always that of the saint to whom the church was 
dedicated.'* Blomefield^ in loco. 
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a ' tabernacle' with effigies of S. Andrew, but no traces 
of either are now extant. The piscina under trefoiled 
arch, has a four-leaved orifice; beyond it we find a 
priest's door. The pavement is good, the roof ceiled 
under a covering of pantiles. 

The chancel-arch, poor Per. has southward a hexag- 
onal pulpit (modem) under "ciborium;" before it a 
west-fronted ! reading desk. The large Per. nave- 
windows have all been "gutted," the stone-work — 
portions of it are not unfrequently dredged from the 
river — and stained-glass, described at length in Blome- 
field's work, being supplanted by wooden frames and 
blocking. For the glass, the people disliked being 
reminded of the Judgment, so that went; the squire 
wanted the Blessed Virgin for his summer-house, so she 
went. A kneeling priest in his vestments with label 

yras for tf^t soinle of Sbix 9itiam W^ilkimon 9xt%t 

has also vanished : only a little floor-brass, without date, 

^ate p. siaib; Z^omt lBoi»S0 et Slgnetto tuns, 
sue. qttior. aUA ; ppieCrt. Dma. ametu 

Six only remain of the ancient benches, splayed off at the 
font, and near them by the blocked north door, an 
antique chest with half-round cover. The cradle-roof, 
an open pentagon, is thatched. 

The steeple-arch springs from quasi wall-pieces pan- 
elled under quaterfoils and Per. caps., and imposed on 
embattled corbels male and female faces, the latter in the 
" wimple" of Edward IVth's reign. The tower, its Per. 
belfry- windows no better served than those in the nave, 
contains four bells. The porch has fragments of a good 
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roof imder flat tiles, and a stone coffin lid across the 
outer doorway. 



HAUTBOIS MAGNA— assumption of ibt Ffrgfn. 



0tOttnll yUn. Chancel with south chapel, naye, south aisle, round 
west tower, south porch. Orientation, 80 north of east 

Jpont. Norman, square bowl plain, rim mutilated in removing 
angular staples, stem rich interlacing tracery in two divisions, upper 
and lower ; cavity dirty. Position, west of pier. 

<!tobn. Belies of good crocketted one. 

In 21 Henry Vin. (1507,) Agnes Parker of Keswick 
mentions in her will — " Item, I owe a pilgrimage to 
Canterbury, another to 1^. ^tfuftalSi of Hobbies, and 
another to lb, aiibrrt of Cringleford," and in the 
same year, Thomas Wood of CowteahaU bequeaths 
money " to paint the new tabernacle of Sd, Sf^eoibaUi, 
in this church.* Its windows, with exception of a late 
Per. three-light in the nave, are throughout Early English. 

We found the communion table, as at Alby S.Ctl^elibrrt, 
set in advance of the chancel-gable, its triplet partially 
blocked by conjoint royal arms, tern, Geo. II. decalogue. 
Credo, &c. A low internal string-course here is continued 
I on the gospel-side only. Southward, a small fenestella 
has the base, seemingly of an attached piscina-shaft 
beneath. A recess west of this, crossed by ancient shelf, 
might once be connected with the shrine of S6. S|eoibaUy 
and its departed honors. The chapel, used for a Sunday- 

* See BlomefieId*8 *^ History of Norfolk," in loco. 
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school^ opens into the chancel under an arch within 
massive wall-pier; an eastern gable-lancet is pierced 
by a stove-pipe. 

The rood-screen, though debased, bears pleasing 
testimony to comparatively recent notions of catholic 
propriety held here. The solitary pier and its responds 
have Dec. caps, with a fillet on the abacus. A huge 
iron-bound chest with three antique locks, stands by the 
north door ; near it a floor-brass, 

a^vsLU p. ataib ; iHu^arHi %aU ^ J^Cbelle ux. sue 
q[. ohiit 22 Hit Ottoi, a°, U, m** U xxiU 

The south aisle has some good standards, poppy-heads 
and elbows of Tudor date; the open (leaded) roofs 
are poor, the pavement tvretohed indeed.* The probably 
Saxon steeple has one bell only, the side-lights of a Per. 
porch offer indications of being once glazed. Hautbois 
Magna S, tfMSi stands 

" In ondistorbed and lone serenity," 

near the river; Horstead church, and partially Coltishall, 
rising in front. 



« " What should we say to a steward laying out his Lord's money in marble 
for his own house, and the mean-while thmking an earthem floor, or ebe a 
pitching of pebbles, good enough for his Lord's house ?'* 

Wells* Rich Man's Duty, ire. 

+ The ruins of Hautbois Parva St. iPSLaXT^ ViXf^t nsed in 1631, might be 
traced, in Blomefleld's day, about a furlong's distance north-cast of Mayton 
Bridge. 
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0YOttnlr yUn. Chancel, nave, sonth aisle, west tower, north and 
sooth porches. Orientation, &* north of east 

^ont. Very large sq. slightly sank under Norman arches; stem 
plain sq. ; cavity rather dirty. 

J^ellilia. Per. on level, arches cinquefoiled without caps, fascia 
gone. 

A church anterior to the Conquest was rebuilt, and 
dedicated as above, 12 Ed. I.^ on the feast of S^* yaul's 
conversion, by William de Middleton, diocesan.* The 
chancel, with exception of a single lancet over the (lost) 
piscina, is Early English transition, of inferior character. 
Among the modem perpetrations we find 

Item, a large canvass dossel — might he repainted for a travelling 
menagerie. 

Item, many empty black pint-bottles — lying in an ambrye (or cre- 
dence) on the gospel side. 

Itemf three pnes — warranted opiates. 

A Per. rood screen, of four compts. on either hand, is 
in impaired state, its shafts with the peculiarity noticed at 
Themelthorpe 5. anUwto. The nave has clustered cylin- 
drical piers with elegant Dec. caps, and bases. But we 
could well dispense with 

Item, A stilted concave ceiling — estimated to contain so many 
chaldrons of chalk-lime. 
Item, Two * dormer' lights in roof over 
Item, A western gallery — miserable interpolations. 

« See BloiDefieId*8 " History of Norfolk,'' where are given mensorations of the 
ground plan in its separate divisions, as also the height of the tower— we doobt 
with what accuracy. 
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Item, Many wooden window-frames— mock Early English. 
Jtem, The pulpit and desks — ^modelled from those in Hogarth's 
" Sleeping Congregation. " 

Within the north door lies an ancient coffin-lid, and in 
advance of it two venf small brasses ; 

0xsiU p« sia. Holbntt ^ostsl and 

¥tajf tor tf)e JSotuU of SSIilUam iSrssrs. 

A piscina in the south aisle has been, with the bad 
taste so rife here, blocked behind wainscot : two mnral 
tablets, recently placed, are chaste, but the epitaph on 
one of them wretchedly uncatholic. This aisle, and a 
rich Per. north porch, with western benatura, are leaded; 
the nave and chancel contintumsU/ thatched. The tower. 
Per. with elaborate western doorway, over it a three- 
light flanked by niches, has six bells. A tablet in the 
belfry relates how " Seven different peals of Grandee 
Bob were rung here in 1826," on the anniversary of 
" Gunpowder Treason." 



BELAUGH-Sb. pter. 



0rottnD plan. Chancel, naye, north aisle, west tower, south porch. 
Orientation, 5° south of east. 

jTont. Norman (transition ;) given in Van Voorst^s " Illustrations 
of Baptismal Fonts : cavity clean. 

$to(ina. Arches, ogee trefoil, and westward simple-pointed cinque- 
foil ; orifice polyfoil. 

I&ooll'loft — existed in time of persons lately deceased. 
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Taistbam Ceaske to Mb. Sheriff Tofts at 
Norwich.* 

CoukhiU, May 21th, 1643. 

"Sib — Tis true what Phineas Puckle told of the 
scandalous minister at Belagh, and his unpurged mass- 
house. That godly man, to whom went the Earl's 
warrant for Norfolk, hath substitutes less heavenly- 
minded than Master Dowsing's. Peradventure thou 
wilt move him to the Ordinance having more speedy 
execution. Master Sherwood, albeit his fasts, is bulky, 
and was fain leave his cloak and baldrick at a dwelling 
below the hill whereon Belagh steeple-house standeth, 
perked like one of the idolatrous high-places in Israel. 
And this also reeketh foully of Superstition. 

King Edward of pious memory brake down the Virgin 
Mary with Christ in her arms in the place prelatics call 
the chancel, and took away divers popish vestments, 
cups, platters and candlesticks. In a window JS. ipftit^oel 
remains, together with many idolatrous ; on the floor 
three Orate pro ammas. In the aisle we saw a picture of 
J&. I^elen. The screen hath twelve apostles, their faces 
rubbed out by a godly trooper from Hobbies ; he pulled 
down a stoneing cross. Oh ! Master Tofts, the loft yet 
standeth. Moreover the sexton saith this malignant will 
not use a desk as ordered in time of the Man's father. 
Your servant to command, &c. Tbistbam Cbaske." 

* See a notice of these Puritan worthies, and theiv doings, in Blomefield's 
" History of Norfolk," Vol. IV. 389. 
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The altar window is a cinquefoil lanciform tliree-liglit, 
the lateral (south only) Per. two-lights — the eastern 
simple-pointed under single og^e inserted below equila- 
teral arch, the other square headed ; — ^between these a 
low priest's door of much earlier period. The rails ad- 
vance centrally in a curvilinear form, within them a 
priest's brass with chalice* and host, its legend 

C^ate p sia gofito jTeelDe ^ttU ntqi ISittt iati tit iSsUttgl^ 
q ohiit XX Dir gttlif a"* Dni i)ft b*" liii) at» ane ppiti$t D» amnx. 

A fenestella on the gospel hand, under many-cusped 
triangular arch, was perhaps the credence. The misere- 
res,! "returned" on the screen, have their desk-ends 
supplied with poppy-heads and pedemented edge-but- 
tresses, the panels inarched, &c. %vith spandrel carvings. 
The rood-screen, the enrichments of its upper portion 
much impaired, is Per. the apostles, each with his 
emblem, as mentioned above. The rood-stairs, in an 
angular turret on the gospel-hand, is blocked, but its 
lower door may be traced in the north aisle. The nave 
has late Per. three-lights, with rather inelegant headings ; 
the north aisle two-lights of the same, the central with 
quatrefoil at apex, and in the spandrels flowing tracery. 
The continuous (thatched) roof of nave and chancel is 
ceiled ; the Per. leaded one over north aisle ancient, the 
pueing, desk, and hexagonal pulpit — perpetrations of 
sixteen years since. The Per. tower, with two bells, has 
a stair-turret in south-east, and internal niche beyond its 

* strange that such exquisite models as these afford, should have been so 
wholly lost sight of in the incongrous altar-plate of later times. 

+ The celebrant's use of these in the Btformed ritual is glanced at in Master 
Craske's letter. 
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doorway ; the porch a high-pitched roof, flat-tiled. The 
west side of the grave-yard impends over the river in a 
well-nigh perpendicular ledge ; the parsonage occupies a 
most romantic site on the northern acclivity, the foimda- 
tions of the church, gained hy a tortuous path leading to 
a rustic gateway, heing higher than its chimney-tops. 



STRATTON-STRAWLESS-^. iWargffret. 



(SfrotttU) plan* Chftocel, nave, south aisle,* west tower, south 
porch. Orientation, 10* north of east. 

Jpont Bee. bowl embattled above and below, roses in quatrefoUs ; 
lead gone. 

A Dec. ogee three-light, trefoiled, has centrally a 
Virgin and Child at the Inn ; in the tracery a Christ, 
Madonna, &c. The south window is late Per. under 
square head, beyond it a Norman priest's door. Near 
an oaken altar-table, standing within carved rails, might 
be read 

0xtiU 9 aia Domi Softis 9Slrigi|t qttonUam xntotia iatiua 
^ttUfiif vxia air ^ititt 39rtt». 

The rood-screen — we were gratified by the retention of 
this feature^— is modem Per. the chancel arch, also 
modem, four centered. 

* A small revestry with single lancet has lately been appended at the east 
end. 
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The eastern nave-window* is an Early Per. tliree-light, 
cinquefoiled, the other a like one of Tudor date ; the 
tracery of hoth filled with stained glass. The first has 
the four Evangelists, and in the central light beneath a 
female head with gloriole on a medallion, the western six 
saints and a Magian*s head wearing oriental crown, also 
on medallion in like position — this last most beautifully 
executed. The piers (three) are octangular with Per. 
caps, the slated roof, continuous with that over the 
chancel, presents, in its rafters and trusses, a good 
specimen of modem church-work. The pueing, on the 
other hand, is very bad, ^^fona et origo malt** placing 
the pulpit centrally against the north wall: the seats 
converge to a line here, Mr. Churchwarden Gtotobed 
being leader of the west-front schism, Mrs. Sabina Pegge 
in advance of the orthodox. We are surfieted, usque ad 
nauseam^ with western galleries and screens, whether of 
lath-and-plaster or boarded. 

The south aisle, with modem groined roof imder lead 
covering, had at its east end a chantry-chapel, founded 
by the Clares, lords here, and dedicated in honor of 

• John Manham, buried in the nave, by will dated 13 £d. IV. gave twelve 
marks (x^) to reoonstraot. and ^laze it In central light the Paternal Deitj 
held a crown over the Holy Virgin^ with nimbua and robed in ermine ; under- 
neath, a female in vridow's habit with 

C^ate p hono statu Slgnrtut llftans^sm bOrtu et go|te 

there were also emblems of the Trinity and the four Evangelists. The o&er 
compts. had g., ^, eat^rrine anU i»argaret, each with kneeling effU 
gies, male and female, holding their beads : beneath the latter 

<!^atr p aiafi ; Holbnti i9tan(|am at - » * - - ttxto eitts. 

the utterances 

Santte ^ftaria ora pro nolbto. 
3r0tt UM Set miserere luAin. 

Blomefield's History of Norfolk. 
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J&. f^xxi TitQin : a shrouded figure, recumbent on debased 
altar-tomb, now appears there. Blomefield gives a plate 
of it, and the inscriptions — in the profane adulation of 
the period, 1638. We infer from the mention of " pewes" 
in Henry Marsham's epitaph, date, 4th William III, 
that the present appropriation of the whole south aisle is 
comparatively recent.* His altar-tomb, still debased, 
has three kneeling figures (they should have faced east- 
ward) himself with book, a fair boy aged 12, and his 
mother; also an infant in swaddling clothes. The 
windows are three square-headed Per. two-lights, the 
central one half-blocked by the altar-tomb just noticed. 
The eastern presents, on medalions, the Good Shepherd, 
a S. S^|)oma« feeling the spear- wound, a Holy Child, the 
Five Woimds, a Norman Church with conical top to 
roimd tower, the others — Faith, Hope, and Charity. A 
Per. parclose separates this aisle from the nave. 

Inarched by the north door there wasf a recumbent 
effigies in Sussex granulated marble, a lady in wimple 
and gorget of Edward Ist's reign : we take it to repre- 
sent either Annora de Refham or Alice Hauten, 
daughters and co-heiresses of Half de Stratton. The 
right hand holds her robe suspended, the other clasps 
a heart or book — in the delapidated condition of the 
stone we cannot affirm which. The costume closely 
coincides with that of Aveline, countess of Lancaster, in 



• What can we say of those " who will not renounce the pomps of the world 
unless surrounded by the luxuries of a drawing room, nor confess themselves 
miserable sinners, without thi aid of a carpet and cushion !" 

Ecclesiologist. 

f It has been removed into the chancel, whence we regret to miss the ancient 
stalls extant there, although impaired, thirty years since. 
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Westminster Abbey. The knight templar's* effigies, 
mentioned by Blomefield, is probably a mistake, since 
there remains no vestige of such whatever. 

The square tower, with six bells, has never received 
its upper, or belfry stage ; the battlements are embattled, 
with the four evangelists ? for pinnacles, the buttresses 
diagonal. It replaced a more ancient steeple in 1422, 
when Reginald Crowe, chaplain of fforatede, gave a 
legacy toward the building. The porch is late Per. f 



BUXTON—^, aniato, 

(SrtOttnl) ^lon. Chancel, side-chapels, nave, two aisles, west tower 
and sacristy, south porch. OrientatioUf 6^ north of east. 

jTont* Per. plain octagon ; cavity dirty. 

Cobrt* Rich tahemacle-work, with crockets, &c. 

SrUilia anU Pto(toa. Early English, detached and engaged shafts, 
on level, under deep-cut fascia; western corhel, a female face; jambs 
with chamfer-broach ; orifice of piscina sexfoil. 

In 1641 a commission of charitable uses decreed that 
the rent accruing from two acres of land— one since lost ! 
— given 4th Mary, by Ralph Anderson,]: " shall be yearly 
employed for necessary ornaments or repairs, within the 

* The theory however of cross-legged effigies all representuig Templars seems 
for many reasons untenable. 

f We have derived much aid in compiling this article from mss. notes by the 
Rev. James Layton, an accurate and discerning antiquarv, supplied to an illus- 
trated copy of Blomefield's Hut. the property of Dawson Turner, Esq. 
Great Yarmouth. 

% Blomefield says, the bequest was for his obit or anniversary, but that he 
bad a care against the lubricity of the times. 
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church of Buxton.'' Master Ralph's zeal has, we regret 
to add, proved inadequate to cope with the " iron times" 
of Puritanism — the godless apathy of later generations. 

The (tiled) chancel has inelegant Per. windows ; the 
floor a priest's grave-stone with chalice and host over 
legend, 

0xstt p. aia. Som<n< Viohnti NoYt|em q[iionliam Vitsvii, ^. 

The north wall a tablet, date 1638, in sadly depraved 
taste; 

Qaam tegit hie terras Tumulus prius ipsa Sepulchrum, 
MoUe quidem Mannor, Vivaque Busta fnit, &c. 

The north chantry-chapel, dedicated to the Assump- 
tion of the Virgin, has a cinquefoil lanciform couplet, 
pierced in the head — the other chapel and aisle windows 
being ogee Tudor three-lights. Centrally in the east 
window might once be seen 

An adoration of the Virgin at her Assumption.* 

Justice with even balanced scales. 

A Holy Child in swaddling clothes. 
We noticed a trefoil piscina here. In the south chapel 
— ^its priest's door under label with notch-heads — the 
east window had kneeling effigies of the Lord Morley, 
his lady and children. The parcloses, longitudinal and 
transverse, have vanished with the stained glass, their 
places — defiled by pens and hoarding. The Per. rood- 
screen has on its lower portion, highly enriched crocketted 
ogee arches and gilded spandril-sculptures : a staircase 
threads the northern wall-pier. 

* That godly man, Master William Dowsing, had been especially scandalized 
at this. 



Digitized by 



Google 



202 AN ECOLESIOLOeY, &C. 

The nave-roof, resembling that at Lammas IS. fMvelD, 
is thatched, the clerestory lighted by quaterfoils and 
Tudor two-lights. The piers, (two) octagonal, with Per 
caps., have recently been cleared of lime-wash. A brass 
by the hexagonal pulpit,* had ? this legend 

l^rre Ijfetl) ttnDrr, in tf\i» Mttu grabe, 
Z^t hotii of i^g JStulblbe WMttn, 
SSIose sotDle ^^sitt gestt must |abe, 
iTor tDit!) ^i» f^oU iSloUe, ]^ ibottgiit it full Srre. 
Sltmo Bomini, ;pft»mxxt)iif« 

Odcen pues, some with arabesques, have good bench- 
ends and finials enclosed within them ; the reading-desk, 
as too common, a most imcatholic frontage. In the gal- 
lery, before a small organ, we foimd labels with names — 
Signoras Nobbs, Bloom and others. 

The (leaded) north aisle was beautified, if not rebuilt, 
by John Gresham, otherwise " Syr John Pyctoe,*' priest, 
buried in the chancel 14th Henry VII. " His kneeling 
effigies still remains perfect,'* says Blomefield, " in a win- 
dow, in clerical habit and tonsure, and the wafer on his 
breast ; a scroll above has 

iOx&U p. aia, golaimto Vsttoe VitaxiU ^t" 

The south aisle (also leaded) is furnished with a huge 
brick stove ; it has a vestry with parvise above at the 
west end, the windows small lancets ; we found a fenes- 
tella on the right within. The porch is somewhat singular 
in not being at right angles with the church. A Per. 

• "Thomas Bnlwer, gent deceased |in 1694, gave a neat 7 sound-board to 
the pulpit, and a set of pulpit-clothes, purple, with gold fringe and tassals." 

Blom^ld in loco. 
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tower* — a newel staircase in north east — has its belfry- 
windows " gutted," and a large western three-light for 
the most part blocked : there are five bells, the largest 
with legend 



OXNEAD-^, Mitiatl 

(SrVOttntI plan. Chancel, sacristy, nave, west tower, north and south 
porches. Orientation, 6^ south of east 
JFotXt. Per. poor, cavity dirty. 
${0C(na. Bee. with continuous mouldings, orifice polyfoil. 

On the gospel side of the Early English chancel, which 
has a pavement of black and white marble, is the recum- 
bent effigies of Clement Paston,t in armour, with pelican 
at the feet, and by him, in kneeling posture, dame Alice 
Packington, his widow. By will, dated Sep. 5, 1594, he 
gave 20«. to the repair of Oxnead Church, directs that 
his executors should raise the steeple, and be at charge 
to add to the church-peal a larger bell. 

" In woodland honours crowned, a little hiU 
Hangs o'er the gliding of the trade-lock'd Bure— 
Its summit crested by a church, that still 
Amid surrounding ruin stands secure. 
Lines of the rich and noble! to endure 

* " Disused chantries and chapels, or in absence of these, the tower should be 
used for storing coals, or for dust, ropes, spades, old lomber, &c. Sec" 

Rules/or Churchwardens. A. D. 1810. 

+ " King Hennr VIII. oaUcd him his Champion ; the duke of Somerset, Pro- 
tector in King Edward's reign, called him his Soldier; Queen Mary, her 
Seaman^ and Queen Elizabeth, her Father." 

Parkin's History of Norfolk, VoL VI. 
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Or vanish at His bidding ; with a sigh 

I hear the crash of trees beneath the hewer, 

The song of maiden spreading clothes to dry, 

Where Paston's Hall erst shook with royal Charles's revelry." 

Sep. 30, 1671, the " merry monarch" and his queen 
Catherine of Braganza, with their suite, were magnifi- 
cently entertained by Sir William Paston, Bart, at his 
mansion here, enlarged and embellished to receive the 
royal visitors. 

** The keeper's cot, the snow-white swans remain, 
The passing sail, the mill's incessant play. 
The lowing herds depasture on the plain ; 
But where the splendours of that earlier day ?** 

It * * * * ^ If 

The priest's door is blocked ; west of a northern one, 
which led into the ruinated sacristy, we found the bust, 
in white marble, of Catherine Paston, who deceased 

in 1636. 

« « « « « 

" Graves of the brave and lovely ! may the Power 

That doth lend strength and beauty, and renew 

The earthly with eternal, in His hour 

Approve the record ye have left as true — 

The legend of your house, ' De mieulxje pense en mieulx* " 

The ladye and the old warrior, in their diversity of 
posture, are highly characteristic of the changes wrought 
upon the material temple here : 

« « « « « 

" Each supplieth 
Meet emblem of God's worship in this shrine, 
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This, low recumbent, man's vain life deorieth, 
TAat, with her chemb train no more supine, 
Type of the pagan gear that yeils its cold dedioe." 

The nave is very poor, Per. with a single lancet, the 
tower— one bell only remains— debased with signs of 
interpolation, the porches classic. The grave-yard has 
a pretty wicket communicating with a garden — 

« « « « « 

" An Eden of the scene, 
Where flowers their bloomy fragrances exhale ; 
In dread no more of rivalry, I ween, 
From richly sonlptured medisTal screen. 
Days of the olden ritual ! cause how small 
^Have we to grow presumptuous ; ask between 
The little lancet in yon rifted wall. 
And retributive wreck, that proud Baronial Hall." 



HEVINGHAM-^, muAfh 



(Sfrottnll yUn* Cruciform : chancel, nave, north and south tran- 
septs, west tower, south porch. Orientation, 15« north of east. 

jTont Hexagonal, bowl and stem continuous, mutilated figs, under 
drop arches with Dec. tracery ; basin in cavity. 

Stililia anil yfotftUI. The former plain window-sill graduated of 
one ; the other with angular shaft and responds, (Early English^ under 
oinquefoil front, and trefoil side arch ; four-leaved orifice repeated on 
floor beneath,* 



* ** In some early constitations a ground drain is ordered where there is no 
piscina. I have seen them at Utteroy, near Loath and Little Casterton, Rut- 
landshire, but they are excessively rare, andtherefore very curious. But I reaUr 
cannot acoountfor the tMX that in each instance tiie usual piscina exists besides.^' 

Paley's Church Restorers. 
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The chancel, dedicated to Sb* |IUrs» is Early English 
transition ; the weather-moulding over the present, indi- 
cative of a more ancient and characteristic roof : hut a 
plain altar three-light, and a simple trefoiled couplet 
over the sedilia, are inelegant Dec. insertions. On the 
epistle side, heyond the priest's door, we found a coffin- 
Hd with floriated cross under very ohtuse arch; and 
before it one of two lateral ranges, centrally subdivided, 
in form of htany desks — without standards, but highly 
enriched with banded Early English shafts, under cin- 
quefoil ogees and finials. The chancel arch is Per. 
within continuous mouldings, and flanked on either hand 
eastward by a plain lanciform niche — the blocked rood- 
stairs plainly traced in the northern jamb.* 

The nave is singularly devoid of interest ; the windows 
Dec. three-lights of inferior character, nowise improved 
by rectangular glazing. A couplet over the north door 
has 5&. fBMixtWfi cross in its tracery. The tower arch, 
blocked and intersected by a gallery, is flanked on either 
hand by doorways, leading to parvise-chamber and belfry 
respectively. What has been noted of the arrangement 
at Stratton-Strawless 5&. fiAaxqaxtt, will, pari passu, hold 
good here also. A meagre ceiled roof is leaded within 
parapets — a turret in south-west. 

The inner soffits of the transept-arches spring from 
corbels. The northern transept — JS. 3o|^ tta))ti»t's 
chapel — ^was demolished by a churchwarden, Andrew 
Thetford, gent, who deceased in 1594; the materials 
being converted toward building Ripton Hall, his pro- 

* The contrast between ancient devotion and modem self-love, as seen in the 
desks and roof here, is truly startling. 
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perty!* A piscina, with mutilated orifice, yet remains 
externally. The flat-tiled Ladye-chapel, or sonth tran- 
sept,! ^^s a trefoiled Dec. three-light in the gable, and 
westward a lanciform couplet: these windows had an 
effigies of Edward III, and many armorial bearings, now 
lost, depicted on their stained-glass. In the 12th James 
I (1614,) this chapel, the burial-place of the lords of 
Cattes or Ripton Hall manor, was repaired by Sir Henry 
Hobart, bart., the lead being taken off and sold, J An 
ancient grave-stone here bears the cross Calvary-and- 
flory. 

The square tower has cinquefoil lanciform couplets 
over a good Per. three-light westward. There are five 
bells. For the porch, an elaborate specimen of Per. 
work, the reader may be referred to Colby, S. 0flr«. 



MARSHAM-an faints. 



(Sfronnl) plan. Chancel, sacristy, nave, two aisles, west tower, south 
porch. Orientation, 5o south of east 

jTont. Per. seven Bomish sacraments over angels hearing shields ; 
on stem, saints and confessors with scrolls under trefoil arches ; two high 
oct steps — cavity in use. Position, east of north-west pier. 

)Srll0. Eight ; tenor hell weighs ahout 10 cwt. note B flat — was 
once 4th to 5. 

* See Blomefield's History qf Norfolk, Vol. VI. in loco, 

f Now blocked off by boarding, and used as a Sunday School room. 

* Blomefield's Hist, of Norfolk, &c. 
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The chancel was early l^iglish ; but only two conplets, 
pierced in the head — one plain, the other dnquefoiled — 
remain : in the stained glass* a Holy Virgin, now lost. 
The other windows are debased modem, as also a (south) 
priest's door. 2%e Ecclesiologiat " objects to the whole 
genus of reredosses,'* by how much more may we to the 
vulgarity here ! Against the lateral walls are two 
benches, without fronts, the standards having Dec. 
fimals. The chancel arch, mutilated at the crown, springs 
over three-quarter roimd jamb-shafts with Per. caps. &c. 
The floor, as at Reepham JS* f^Vi% is at lower level than 
in the nave. The sacristy has a minute lancet west — a 
very ancient fenestella in north wall, and in the east a 
squcure-headed three-light without tracery. 

We infer from this legend, once on it, that the fine 
Per. rood-screenf was an oblation — 

C^ste p aialb ; go^to He j^otrton et fSiwc^BXtXt ttxto qttoir 
a(adb : p|>(iet 39ett0« Slmm. 

It has, on either side, four compartments with subdivi- 
sions, the panels charged with paintings, the apostles, 
&c. xmder highly enriched sculpture : the doors are gone, 
the open portion much impaired. The nave-piers, four 
on each hand, are octagonal with Dec. caps. The cle- 
restory has ogee three- lights, late Per. : in Blomefield's 
day they exhibited many armorial bearings, and 

Pirate p ata mUXXUlxai Sltteliat 

* " Any remains of superatitioas paintings or glass may be sold to the 
glazier, or (if considerable) to private collectors. " 

Bules/or Churchwardens, A. D. 1810. 

+ A large shield, such as Templars are drawn with, appears here, its charge 

S. 0eorge'« c«>8s. 
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The pulpit and desks, remodelled agrestimore, have relics 
of Jacobean work. The ancient benches remain, the 
front one, charged under seat with blank shields within 
quatrefoils ; the hindermost on gospel side with mutilated 
brass on south standard ; 

(firatr p aia 3fo|to ibssst^ap qui oibiit fSittttXxxii 

tX p aia agnetis uxi» ffCttttlxxxix et p quim ; ttiuntttr. 

The roof,* of five bays, each subdivided into two, is 
elaborate Per., the points of hammer-beams richly carved, 
the wall pieces oct. imposed on angel corbels : the tower- 
arch blocked by organ in small gallery. 

The (bepued) north aisle has late Per. three-lights, 
and a square-headed couplet westward ; in the stained 
glass might once be seen a Crucifixion, Evangelistic 
Emblems, S.S. Kenelm, Edmund, and Edward — ^below 
them, kneeling figures and Orates, 1[ A piscina, with 
curious orifice, appears within the east respond, and near 
it the blocked doorway of a rood-turret. Not a vestige 
remains of the stained glass in south aisle : it had the 
apostles with Credo on labels, &c. : the windows in the 
same style as opposite. 

The north belfry-window is a Per. cinquefoil ogee 
two-light, the others have been "gutted;" the lower 
(west) windowj a lanciform couplet inelegantly cusped, 

* Very unsightly tie-beams were introduced in 1724, to correct a slight thrust 
southward. 

f A Catherine-wheel, with part of female figure standing upon it, is nearly 
all that can be distinctly traced. 

t We transcribe certain regulations for the *' passing bell/* suspended near it-- 

WLnotka tor f^t SeaH. 

III for Girl. VI for Spmster. VIII for Bachelor. 

IV Boy. VII Matron. IX. Husband. 
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above it a small lancet. The south do(»r is Early English, 
a narrow porch Fer.-^— the chancel is tiled, the nave and 
porch under slates, the aisles leaded. Our opinion of 
the "hoarding" has been given at Swanton Abbots 

Cawston Sb. iSCgfitts wiU appear in our Flarilegium, 



BOOTON-^. i»(ci)atl. 



(Srottnll yian. Chancel, na^e, west tower, north porch. Orienta- 
tion, 5® sonth of east — coincident with the dedication. 

^ont. Late Dec* hlank shields, and roses in qnatrefoils, heads at 
lower angles mutilated ; eavity^Ay. 

i^Obet. A broken dove on canopy raised by four fluted columns. 

SfOAtot Plain graduated of three — recently blocked to level of the 
uppermost ! 

The (tiled) chancel, with exception of a Per. three- 
light in gable, is Early English— on the gospel side a 
lanciform couplet pierced, west of it a single lancet; 
opposite a mutilated two-light over the sedilia, a very 
small priest's door blocked under Norman brick arch, 
and a lychnoscopic cinquefoil two-light with quatrefoil 
in the head. All the lateral windows, and the tracery 
of that eastward, are blocked. Blomefield mentions an 
effigies with legend, both lost — 

^BXt p aia Ifcenriti Calt^orp firm qtti obiit pximo 
lite 9ulti an"* C!)ttoti fSLttttnii ruto ate, ^r. 

« It nearly resembles that at Ditehingham g, ffiax^ in this county, given 
in Van Voorsts Series. 
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The eastern nave-gable hap been rebuilt of brick, with 
debased chancel-arch. The windows, originally three on 
either hand, are early Per. ; the north-eastern had man 
and woman in the attitude of prayer, with 
nutate p. 8tab ; 9ol)i8 fBiaxts = = 

only a small fragment of the weather-moulding can now 
be traced. The other windows on this side have all 
their tracery, and half the lower lights blocked !* On 
the gospel hand eastward, stands a mean reading-pue, 
west of it an arabesque pulpit under pagan '* sounding- 
board." The south windows, blocked from above spring 
of lower lights, had — the central one a knight and lady 
with utterances^ and 

ll^tKU p aUh ; Bomini WiiXlizlmi tie itettieston et - r r 
another 

i^xdtt p atat ; ftatvulfi fSLuxt^antt l^c. 

the westernmost a Saviour entering Jerusalem. Clum- 
sily let into the matrix of a brass we foimd 

Here lyeth the bodi of Master Edwarde Fentone 
Preacher of y word in Boton xzxxvj yeares 
buried in y yeare of oar Lord 1610. 

By the font lies the only ancient brass now left 

<9ratr p ats iilogni St^elsng tuj aCr, ^t. 
The pavement, laid — as it should not be — rectangular- 
wise, has been renewed in chancel, and at west end of 
nave: a most debased roof (1776) supplants the older 

« " Never allow too many windows to remain, for the congregation might 
catch cold. Straw mixed with mud is an exoeUunt material for stuffing the 
traoery ; but bricks and mortar are better for the lower part" 

Bulesfor Churchwardens , J. D, 1810. 
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leaded one, as seen by its grotesque corbels, of six 



The tower-arch, imposed on corbels, opens on a Dec. 
three-light with transom, the tracery, &c. blocked ; the 
belfiy- windows are " gutted," the elevation relieved 
westward by franch-buttresses. Of four bells one alone 
remains. The only wood- work of any interest whatever 
in this church is a tolerably good Jacobean chest. 



HEYDON-Sb. Sb- ^ter arOr ^aul. 

<9r0ttnl} yinn. Ghsncel, sacristy, nave, nortli and south aisles, 
west tower, north and south porches. Orientation, 12^ south of 
east. 

Jpont, Excellent preservation, but painted; disused; character, 
Norman.* 

yttlpit. Good hexagon, somewhat impaired. 

y totina. Ginquefoiled under square label ; cavity peculiar. 

A late Per. church, remarkable for its spacious size 
rather than elegance; — but we must except the Dec. 
west windows of the aisles, and a range of quatrefoils 
in the clerestory, most of these last blocked. A dossel, 
of average imsightliness, wainscots the wall beneath a 
very mutilated altar four-light. The priest's door (south) 
has opposite a blocked doorway into the now demolished 
sacristy, its place supplied by certain gaucheries practised 
on the north porch. The rood-loft and screen, once had 

* " Some of these round, tub-shaped fonts may be of Sazon, many of them 
are certainly of Norman date." Poole. 

'* The hemispherical form is extremely common in Norman fonts, as at Hey- 
don, Norfolk," &c. Patey. \ 
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on the " beautiful gates" the donor's name, John Dynne, 
Esq. a great contributor to the rebuilding of this church. 
He deceased cir, 1 1th Edward lY : a brass in the nave 
has 

que otittt 9Ln° 9m' ^o ttttxxx tttius antme propittrtur Setts. 

The Per. screen only remains, in fair preservation, but 
without doors or tracery. An internal stair-turret may 
be seen in the north-aisle, near it a small niche. A good 
roof, of six bays, retains its Tudor flowers on the cornice; 
but the loss of chancel-stalls, which have wholly disap- 
peared, much impairs the general eflect. 

The chancel and tower arches — the former with a 
bracket on the gospel side, the other intersected by a 
needless gallery — are elaborate Per. ; those in the nave 
spring from four-clustered piers with very good caps, 
and bases, the south-eastern mutilated on one side 
under the astragal, to receive an ancient brass with 
armorial bearings. A manorial seat * adjoins the rood- 
screen westward, opposite the reading-desk and pulpit, 
which are on the epistle side. In the cross avenue, 
below this oaken deformity, occurs the congenial abomi- 
nation of a stove. We turn from both to learn with 
pleasure that many pues have recently been ejected, 
their places supplied by ancient benches, zealously sought 
by the present incumbent from the debris of catholicity 
elsewhere. 

* ** Let all the seats in oar churches be appropriated (with exception of a few 
for strangers ;) but let them all be uninclosed--bf one uniform pattern— those 
for the poor being as good and as well placed as those for the rich— and let them 
be so arranged that ' high and low, rich and poor/ shall worship ' one with 
another,' " Preface to Milford Matvoisin. 
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The north aisle had an eastern chapel within parcloses, 
and in it the altar of S. go^ baptist : brasses over two 
chantry-priests, buried there, might be read in Blome- 
field's time — 

0xatt p. ata. ]9ommt ilCt))arlit J^oftsU (f^apellani, qui ob 
xfaiCto Hir |»fn8i» aptilw an** Bo. iWrm lx(f ni(ti» air Set, 
0xatt p. auu iHirarUt grffrajton 0apeIlanC, mttus air ^t. 

A costly moral monument, recently placed in this aisle, 
has little to commend it, the style pagan, the inscription 
more redolent 

" Of all the praise, which on the tomb is read, 
Of all that passion dictates for the dead,*** 

than of the terse piety exhibited in this regard by the 
earlier church. The north door, as well as that opposite, 
opens over a very ancient coffin-stone. 

The south aisle bears plain indications of a transverse 
parclose, by the east pier — was the " altar of our Ladye" 
here ? Within we found a chaste mural tablet under 
ogee septfoil arch with crocketts and finial between 
pinnacled buttresses, a bratishing of Tudor flowers 
appearing over all. The aisle-roofs are particularly 
good, the gable of chancel and nave have Dec. crosses — 
the covering, lead throughout. The Per. windows are 
much defaced, but were formerly adorned with many 
saints, martyrs, confessors, kc. as the legend of 
Sb. iWargaret in a south window; i&. i&» *et«, »art^olmrto, 

• Grabbers Borough, Letter III. 
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IftUie and others in northern ones. A Doom of the 
Wicked was very vividly pourtrayed here. 

Orfttf p ato iHotrrti Ssnnt et fXiiiit ttxs site qnt 

qttOirm iiloterttts otiit biif Hie Kobrmibrui ano*" Sn( fBttttlxtx. 

He gave ten marks towards the elegant Per. steeple then 
building — its outline finely relieved by "franch'* but- 
tresses, and an irregular stair-turret in south-east. The 
belfry windows are noticeable for their deep external 
splays and high receding sills. The west door has 
pedestals for figures, on the central compartment of the 
tracery on either leaf. The south porch is richly groined 
imder a parvise, with ribbed door opening high in the 
wall — its misuse a receptacle for rubbish. The interior 
throughout is infested with bats : the fumes of sulphur 
from a chafing dish should be resorted to.^ 



ITTERINGHAM-^. gtpes. 



^tronnlr yian* Chancel, nave, north chapel, west tower, south 
porch. Orientation^ 2o SC north of east. 

^ont. Bee. plain, ca^ty clean; will shortly he restored hy the 
liberality of an individoal. 

iHegtotn Sooft, commencing 1 st Elizabeth, has the following entries — 

" Whereas Mris Wood of Itringhme, in the Countie 
of Norfk is very sicke and weeke, and canot eate fishe 
without greate perill to her bodye, for the better recove- 

• No vestiges can now be traced of the church (g,. Knl^reh)) «^t Inning- 
laad. 
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rye of her health, I, Lawrence Sargmson, pso of the 
towne of Itringhme, doe licence the sayd Mris. Wood, 
being within my parishe and charge, to eat fleshe during 
the tyme of her sicknes, according to the statute therein 
pvided. In witnes whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and scale the twenteth day of flfebruary in the two-and- 
fortith yere of the raigne of Elizabeth." 

*^ Memorandum the 4th day of december in the morn- 
ing 1601, et Eliz : 44. the bell-so^^ were burnt downe, 
how it came no man could iustly tell, but by great pre- 
sumption as after was well knowne, it was knowne to be 
donne by negligence of certayne ringers by candlelight, 
for the joy that Austin Wood, gent, was returned home 
from London. 

The sayd Bell'SaUers were set up the 21 of Aprill, and 
the 23 the same month, the bell-ffirames and the bells 
were set and hanged up wth good coste in the yere of 
our Lord God, 1602." 

The bearing of this church exactly coincides with the 
feast of the SInmtmiation of t|e ^U%%tti Firgtn,* to whom it 
was re-dedicated. The chancel, with stove inflicted on 
it, seems, inferring from its mutilated piscina, &c. Early 
English, but the north wall has been rebuilt, the east 
window is a mean wooden one, and the leaded roof lower 
than the debased chancel-arch : in the south-west we 
find a square-headed trefoil two-light. On the gospel 
side within the " septum" a grave-stone bears 

* " In ld04, Marffaret, late wife of Edward Faston, Esq. was buried in this 
charch, and ordered her son William to give a legacy to oar Ladye's guild 
here." Blomefleld's HUt, qf Nor/blk. 
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iQvitt p ato mftiUt lornnor He fBanningto ({ui ohiiX XXFo ^^ 
tttmsis aprilto anno dni mtlfto mt^btxxf nts ait ppititt lies amni.* 

Another brass over a female of the like name appears, 
and just within the rood-doors — the last fragments of 
the screen have recently disappeared — a curious stone 
with, we imagine, the matrices of brasses for four infants 
in swaddling-clothes : the loss of the legend is said to 
involve a question of considerable interest. 

The nave, with a Dec. cross over its wretched modern 
roof, has southward a cinquefoil ogee Per. three-light 
under four-centered arch, and west of it a lanciform 
two-light, also cinquefoiled, pierced in the head. The 
pulpit and desks, on the epistle hand, are very mean ; 
the pues — the coronetted tenants of one exulting in 
mock oak — intolerably high ; some ancient bench-ends 
inclosed within sorry Jacobean work. The north chapel 
is mentioned as ruinated in Blomeneld's time ; the rood- 
stairs appear to have threaded its south-east angle. The 
only mention of stained glass occurs in the arms of 
*' Lumnor impaling Monwaux." 

The Early English tower-arch, intersected by a ' scaf- 
folding,' opens on a mutilated western two-light ; the 
belfry windows are gutted. A newel staircase occupies 
an irregular turret in the north-east, the only relieved 
angle of the steeple. The parapet is plain ; the bells 
were three, the second and third with these legends — 

S^tUielmus 0ll}|on0e tettt mr, in omvt ^xinitatin, 
^be fiULXin, Gratia plena, 9ommu0 S^eeum. 

♦ « By tbe altar are two bands supporting a heart, on a label over it 

(3 lione geisn, esto mi^i gesn." 

Blomeflelds Hist, of Norfolk.] 
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Two of them proh nefas / have fallen sacrifice to sacri- 
legious parsimony. The porch has two trefoiled side- 
lancets, and a sun-dial over the outer doorway : the 
church doors present Decorated work. The rector has 
set an example in the pede-cloth, &c. of the chancel, 
which his parishioners have been all too slack in imita- 
ting — the floor generally, and seats by the north door 
are shameful !* 



BLICKLING— Sb. an&ttto. 

<Sfronnlr |)lan. Chancel, north chapel, sacristy, nave, two aisles, 
engaged west tower, south porch. Orientation^ lO*' south of east. 

^ont. Per. given in Van Voorst's series, article, Fakenham ; clean, 
hut with small delft hasin. 

^torCno. Septfoil ogee with crockets and finial, westward a trefoiled 
arch of the same : square-headed label with corbel-heads, and " pelican 
in her piety" at the angle. Orifice shallow polyfoil, under a credence- 
shelf. I 

Brasses. Nicholas de Dagworth (1401) in hauberk, baldric, prick- i 
spurs, &c. Boger Felthorp and Cicely his wife, (1454) with eleven i 
boys and four girls. Anne, second wife of Thomas Astley, (15] 2) in | 
either arm a child. Also many Orates. 

<!^^urti^ C^est. Banded all over with wrought-iron, six locks — ^keys 
of very quaint device : legend 

^asstn Sldam Kee maH $» C^sst and ISioitttt jfHi^iJk 
paseD srrfoT <SfoD ^abee jVLnts on sat ponies 

* We visited the fast falling ruins of the church at ManninRton, which com- 
prised chancel and nave only, without either tower or porch. The altar window 
was a three-light, the piscina, dose to the east wall, has a fragment of its poly- 
foil orifice yet left. On the gospel side we traced where once stood the inarched j 
altar-tomb of John Potts, esq. ; a fragment of it has his arms, aeure, two bars, 
over aU a bend ort quartering Dodge harry of six or and scUfle, over all a palt- I 
gutty de larmes. The (diancel-arch has, on either hand, a low niche under { 
segmental arch : in the nave wall southward we foimd a piscina, and over it a 
good four-centered Dec. two-light, with fillet on Hie jambs and mullion. By 
the Per. north door, its wood- work yet entire, half of a very small water-stoi^ 
may be seen. Blomefield remarks that the church " had tiU lately service 
once a month." 
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A plain lanciform four-light over the altar has its head 
supplied with figs, in stained glass. The lateral two- 
lights are Per., that on the gospel side partially blocked 
by an elaborate altar-tomb under richly moulded ogee 
arch with crockets and a finial — ^beneath a mural legend, 
the cross militant* The altar-rails are trefoiled lancets. 
The sacristy, its parvise-chamber blocked, has an eastern 
Tudor three-light, and plain double piscina under pointed 
arch : we observed an arabesque chest. A mean door 
is — in keeping with the bad taste that interpolated it. 
The chapel of Sb* 9^|oina» had its windows highly enriched 
with stained glass : Blomefield notices the founder's 
arms then remaining, and this legend — 

* » » • * <9alfrtlia Solemn qttonDam Somnt totitts V^\t tX 
%xcM ConsortCs suae qui totam Capellam una turn 
tmestra tint • • * * quor ata^ ; ppCttrt IBeus. 

It opens within a massive wall-pier threaded by the rood- 
stairs, and has a hagioscopic splay eastward. A curious 
altar-tomb, occupying the place of parclose, had the 
effigies of Edward Cleve arm, now lost, and a profusion 
of armorial bearing on shields ; it was erected by his 
widow who deceased in 1616. A desuete door appears 
in the north-west. The low-pitched chancel roof has 
rather inelegant hammer-beams and spandrels. 

Near the debased Per. rood-screen, we find on either 
side a grotesque bracket ; below these, two high-panneled 
seats, we believe the noble baroness's toleration only. 
The nave-piers, supporting a clerestory of cinquefoil 

* " I do not recollect having met with more than one Tplain floor cross ; and 
this I think was in Llandaff cathedral. The arms and stem were almost inva- 
riably floriated." Paley's Church Restorers. 
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lanciform two-lights, are four-clustered Per. The pulpit 
is a Jacohean hexagon, the ancient benches lately fitted 
with backs of good design, but— out on the too frequent 
choral deformity beyond them ! An otherwise plain roof 
has rich bosses, and a bead-moulding painted in spiral 
ribbons ; the cornice and struts partially whitewashed ; 
we wish the same could not be said of the elegant piers. 
The windows in both aisles are alike, mostly poor Per. 
three-lights, some debased. The southern has eastward 
a piscina under lancet-arch with Dec. label, its orifice 
cinquefoil : above it we noticed a mural tablet lately 
ejected from the chancel — sic transit gloria, Sfc, Opposite 
the south entrance by a wall-pier is an octagonal Per. 
pedestal — probably for a statue. The north aisle has a 
good Per. lean-to roof, with rich bosses and spandrel 
tracery. 

The engaged steeple, once much higher than now, 
stands eastward on massive wall-piers, having attached 
semi-octagonal shafts with Dec. caps; the northern 
threaded by a stone staircase opening into the aisle 
under four-centered doorway ; the general character 
however, is Early English — about a century back there 
were six bells. 

Aylsham S. f^U^uX will appear in our " Florilegium." 



FINIS. 



J4BR0LD AND SONS, PRINTERS, LOXDON STREET, NORWICH. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A Series of Papers on Norfolk Churches haying appeared, 
some — the earlier ones — in the " Norfolk Chronicle," — others 
in the " Cambridge Chronicle," as also in a London Weekly 
Publication, "The Builder;" it has been determined to 
attempt a re-issue of them, within the range of their more 
immediate application. 

The work is published in demy 12mo. numbers, each con- 
taining descriptive accounts of from seven to ten Churches, and 
will be rendered at the lowest possible rate consistent with a 
bare return of the charge incurred. 

The Deaneries of Sparham and Taverham comprise forty ^six 
Churches, among them several of considerable interest, whether 
to the architect, the antiquary, or the ecclesiologist. 

The latter portion of the work will present, in a condensed 
form, notices of sixty -one Churches, in the Deanery of Ing worth, 
and that part of Waxton forming the Hxmdred of Tunstead. 

No, 1 1 wUl he published early in March, and may he expected to contain 
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THEMELTHORPE 

FOXLET 

SPAKHAM 



WITCHINGHAM MAGNA 
ALDEBFOBD 
SWANNINGTON & 
WITCHINGHAM PABVA 
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M TESTIMONIALS, &c. 

" I have been much gratified by perusing yoiir^ Sketches, 
and hope they will succeed in drawing attention to th^ wretched 
state of many churches in these Deaneries." 

S. Faith's Feb. 1. -- v 

" I am satisfied that there is nothing more useful than a 
series of such guides to particular counties or interesting local- 
ities, and this seems well executed." 
S. John' 8 Coll: Cam, Feb, 12. 

" I am much pleased with the spirit and tone of the work, 
as well as with the knowledge of the subject displayed." 
Irstead, Feb. 22. 

" An exceedingly well- written book, and breathing a most 
orthodox spirit : may the writer's endeavours be attended with 
the, success they merit." ' - 

7, Welbeck St. London, Feb. 28. 

" I fear you will find the public mind in this country not 
suffici^iij^'^ alive to the subject to do justice to your researches." 
^Ueringham, March 6. 

" An entertaining and instructive publication." 
Close, Norwich, March 8. 

" I am glad that the cause of our neglected Norfolk 
Churches has at length been taken up in a tohe somewhat 
higher than that of mere archaeology ; the work actually stands 
alone in that county, and is, on that account, of more real value 
than others of much greater pretensions in size and appearance." 

8. Ma : Magd : Coll : Oxf, March 9. 

" I particularly like your sketchy plan ; it excites ecclesi- 
ological curiosity. 

Coventry, March 31. ,; 
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" An entertaining and instructive publication." 
Close, Norwich, March 8. 

"I am glad that the cause of our neglected Norfolk 
Churches has at length been taken up in a tone somewhat 
higher than that of mere archaeology ; the work actually stands 
alone in that county, and is; on that account, of more real value 
than others of much greater pretensions in size and appearance." 

S. Ma : Magd : Coll : Oxf. March 9. 

" I particularly like your sketchy plan ; it excites ecclesi- 
ological curiosity." 

Coventry, March 31. 

" I hope the work will continue, and lead to others for the 

other counties : I myself have shire in hand after its 

example." 

5*. JohiCs Coll : Cambridge : June 28. 

In a notice of our first niHnber, from a quarter where we 
owe every deference, our style has been criticized as " often 
turgid." We do not think ourselves fairly censurable for not 
adopting a manner which belongs rather to set addresses 
made to the associates of our craft. For the rest, per- 
haps a more conciliatory tone in their own strictures — but we 
would avoid the appearance even of difference where our 
objects are so united. 

" The representation of modem desecrations and alterations, 
however deservedly inflicted, is somewhat monotonous, al- 
though we believe quite necessary. These are however only 
faults of style, which might have been expected to be of a 
graver and more practical kind. The spirit of the writer is 
upon the whole good, and his zeal evidently earnest and 
sincere*" 

Eccieslologist, for July. 
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